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lion. .11. L. MOSS (West) moved in
alinenduent-

7Tat "10 .30 am?." he struck out and
'3o(-lor-A inserted in lieu.,

A mend[ie Iit ipassed ; question asc
amkended ag-reed to.

ffOu-iS$ cid~jutrned at .11.2 ).m.

The 11INtSTERt FOR MI1NES re-
plied: 1 must ask the hon. member to
give 11111ive of tile question.

ELECTOR ATrKALIO RL1E SEAT.

Hon, J1. MITCHELL asked the Pre-
mier (without notice) : In view of the
annouincemnent of the Speaker that he had
received the resig-nation of the baon. mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie. will the Premier move
that the sear he declared vacant, inl order
lint a wvrit may be issued forthwith?1

The PREMITER replied]: As the con-
stituency will not be disfranchised for
any priod, and as it is advisable that
we should not again receive criticism from
Oiir friends opposite as to the condition
of the rolls, we deem it inadvisable to
declare the scat vacant until the rolls are
in order.

tcowI-ativc t3-sseiI.
Tifesday, 16th December, 1.913.
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TIhe SPEARER took the Chair at 3.30
p.m., nd read prayers.

QUESTION -POWELLISEI)

SLEEPER CONTRAC'i.

Hon. J1. MI TCIIELL asked the Min-
ister for Mines inl tine abs-ence of 'the
Premier (without notice) : Ys there an;'
I rUth ill the -rumour that the contract to
~iiiitil v trnwdlised karri sleepers to the
'Federal Gonverinment iS, to be cncullerl?
It' So5. ilpoli vhial ground -?

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northamn):
Movea-

That ie Kaiqoorlie szeat be declared
racant.
Mr. MALJE (Kimberley) : I second the

motion.
Question put and a division taken with

the following resgult-
Ayes
Noes

10
19

Majority against . . 9

M r. Allen
Mr. Broun
Mr. Harper
Mr. Male
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Monger

Mr. Angwin
Mr, Bolton
Mr. Carpenter
Mr. Chesson
Mr. Collier
IMr. Foley
Mr. Gill
Mr. Hudson
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Johnston

Question thus

Ares.

Mr.
Mr.

Moore
A. E. Pleas
A. N. Plesse
S. Stubbs

NOES.
Mr. Lewis

1MrI. McDowalI

Mr. Searldan
Mr. 15. J, Stubbi
Mr. Turvey
Mr. Walker
Mr. A. A. Wlson
M r. Underwood

(Teller).

lion. J1. 3J1TCHtUlL: May I ask the
Premier, without notice. hlow% long does he
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intend that Kalgoorlie shall be dis-
franthised.

'lie PREMIER replied: When we are
in a positioni to do so and the rolls are
prepared I will move that the seat be de-
claned vacant.

PAPERS PRESEN TED.
By the Premier: .1, Correspondence

with tine Secretary of State for the Colo-
nes re appointment of Stale Governors.

2. Report of Inspector of Liquors for the
year ended 301hl Jutne, 1.913.

By linte Minister for, Works: 1, Report
h1, Sin MNarice Fitzgerald on the MTetro-
p3olitani Sewerage. 2, Report of the
WVater Stnppl1Y, Sewerage, and Drainage
TDepariment for the year 1912-1913, 3,
Report of the Department of Public
Wo'rks for tine year 1912-1913. 4, By-laws
(Metropolitan Area) under "The Metro-
piolitan Water Supply, Sewerage, and
Drainage Act, 1909." 5, By-law of Port
Fledland Road Board-Valuation on An-
nual Value. 6, By-law of Municipality
of Wagini-Special Roll for Loan Poll.
7, By-law Of Mutnicipality of Wagin-
No. 18. RTatpins.

Bv H~on. W. C. Anaivin (Honorary
MHinister) : Report of Proceedings under
"The Industrial Arhitration Act, 1912.,"
.and iinder "The Trade Uinions Act, 1902."

QUES'1I'IO-STA'TF TRADiNG CON--
CERN'S, BALANCE SHEETS.

Hon. JI. MITCHELL asked ine Pre-
inier (without notice) : Does hie intend to
1av on the Table of the Hfouse to-day
balance sheets in conniection with ou'r
trading concerns, as promised? The Pre-
mier promised last week that these an-

dited balance sheets would be laid on the
Table to-day. I innderstand it is intended
to finish uip tihe -work of the sessiion to-
mrrnnrow. and I trhink at least we should
have thle balance sheets now.

The PREY\NITER replied: I had hoped
to place these balance shreets; on the Table
to-day, but through no fault of my own
these papers were not prepared in a
fashion "viln would permit me to lay

them on the Table, and I refused to bring
them until they were ia proper order.
I will bring them to-morrow.

QUEFSTIONS (3)-RATLWAY C0N-
STRUCTION.
Wagio-Bowefling.

Mr. S. STUBBS asked the Minister for
Works: What is the dlate of commnencing
the construction of the Wagin-Bowelling
railway?

The MINISTER0 FOR WORKS re-
plied: It is not possible at this juncture
to give a definite date for the commence-
ncut of the construction,

Won gan-Mullewa.
Mir. MAOORE asked the Minister for

Works: 1, Hlare the two ends of the
Wongan-Mullewa railway been linked
up? 2, Can he fix a date for the comple-
tion and opening& of this railway9 3, Will
he in the meantime rebate the charge for
hush haulage on short distance freights?

The MINISTER, FOR WORKS re-
plied: J, Not tntil 20th inst. 2, No. 3,
This is a Working Railways charge.

riwlmining-Kondivin.
lilr. E, B. JOHNSTON asked the Mlini-

At for Works: 1, Is he aware that the
workan; on f le Villimining raiway have
struck work? 2,Is it true that the depart-.
mneat has refused to keep to tine terms-
of its ag-reemient with these worker-s? 3,
If niot, what is the reason why these mien
have been compelled to cease work?

The MINTSTER FOR WVORKS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2. Nbo. 3. 1 am not aware
of the reasons for which the men have
ceased work.

QUESTIO-N - BELMONT PAIRi
ROADS BOARVD.

Mr. LEWIS asked the Minister for
Works: 1. Did he approve of a sub-divi-
sion of part of Canning location 2 which
the Belmont Park roads board declined to
pass? 2, Was the matter referred to the
board before his decision was given? a,
Whnt reasons, if any, were given by the
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board for declining to approve of tie
plan? 4, In view of the opinions ex-
pressed at the last health congress in
Perth on town planning, was not the
Board's action justifiable and reasonable?
5, Will he give reasons for approving of
the plan, in face of the board's opposi-
tion?1

The M1INISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied; 1, Yes. 2, Yes. 3 . That Patter-
son-street did not run straight through
the subdivision to Junction with Uranium-
street. 4, The subdivision provided blocks
of from six to eight acres, and the reason
given by the board was therefore insuffi-
cient, to justify me in disallowing the ap-
peal. 5, The board is in possession of all
necessary information.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On mnotion by Mr. UNDERWOOD
leave of absence for two weeks granted
to Mr. Munsie on the grounds of urgent
private business.

BILl-LAND TAX AND INCOMTE
TAX.

All stages.

Introduced by the Premier and read a
first time.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan) in
Moving the second reading said: I may
explain it is necessary that this measure
should pass, in order to impose -the tax
under the existing Land and Income Tax
Act. This is due to the fact that another
place has rejected the Bill which pre-
viously passed this House. This Bill is
to impose for another year a, land tax
and an income lax as at present existing.
Imove--

That the Bil be noto read a second
time.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam): It
goes without saying that we have not had
an opportunity of comparing the Bil1 withI
the Bill of last year, and therefore we
must take the word of the Premier that it

is exactly the same as last year's measure
and that the rebates and exemptions undri
the existing Act will still be maintained

The Premier: The machinery Bill lpro.
vides for all that.

Hon. J, MITCHELL: TChat being so,I
have no objection to offer to the pnssin-
of the Bill,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etcetera.

Mr. McDowall in the Chair, the Pre-
mnier in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Grant of land tax and incorm

tax:
Hon. J. HiTOFIE L: It was under-

stood that the Premier was not proposin '
to cancel the dividend duty nd make thf
companies pay income tax.

The Premier: No.

Hon. J, 'MITCHELL: It was a pity
the Premier did not do this. It woul2
be far more satisfactory.

The Premier: You have said that be.
fore on previous occasions.

lion. J. MITCHELL: Notwithstau dim
that he had frequently said it, the Pre-
mier did not apparently 'agree to it. t
was sorry the Premier was not provid,
ing that companies should pay incomE
tax instead of a duty on dividends.

Clause put and passed.
Preamble, Title-agreed to.
Hill reported without amendment, anti

the report adopted.
Read a third time and transmitted tt

the Legislative Council.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Governor receivci
and read notifying assent to the Criminal
Code Amendment Bill.

BILL,-ROADS ACT CONTI24rATION

Read a third time and transmitted tc
the Legislative Council.
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BILL-LOAN, £2,000,000.

Second Reading.

Diebate resumed from the 12th Dec-
ember.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam); I
do not intend to keep the House at any
great length on this measure, because we
have already dealt at considerable length
with the Loan Estimates, but I -think it
will be well if hon. members look gen-
erally into the question of the loan,
particularly as to the distribution of the
money. It will lie seen that the Govern-
mient are centralising, that they are pro-
viding a considerable amount of money
to be spent in the metropolitan area, or
mOrse after having spent half a million
of money on the purchase of the trains,
it is necessary to set about inaugurating
a satisfactory system. Apparently the
powver house is not sufficient, so we are
to have a new power station at a cost
of £350,000. Everyone knows that these
estimates are usually very imuch below the
mark, so we can only tell in a general
way what this new power station will cost
by the time it is finished, Still, we have
to remember that the purchase of the
trains-the greatest mnistake made by the
present Government-must be followed
up by the expenditure of £402,000. in-
cluding the power lhouse, rails and fasten-
ings, and new rolling stock. The whole
sys teml needs to be thoroughly renovat ed,
and] a g-ood deal of it to he renewed. [
confes; it is necessary that the money
s;hall he spent, since we have been foolish
enough to embark on this very doubtful
enterprise. Seeing that the country needls
money for developmnental purposes, I, in
common with other members, can only
deplore the fact that this £402,000 is not
to be utsed for the building of 200 miles,
of agricultural railways instead of being-
lput into the metropolitan area to supply
a need that was fairly well met before 'ye
embarked upon the original expenditure.
By the time we have finished nearly a mil-
lion of money will have been consumed iii
the purchase of the trams. Contrast this
expenditure with £C42,000 for new rail-
ways. To spend on these lines one-tenth
of the amount of money to be sp~ent on

a tram service which was there before, is
absolutely wrong. The country should
know how the Government are neglecting
their duty and how the Government are
centralising. The country should know
how expenditure so urgently needed by
the people who are carrying Perth and
all other of the towns on their backs is
being voted, and how those people are
being denied facilities whilst we are pro-
viding Perth with something Perth al-
ready had, merely scrapping a plant and
putting in a new one, because we have
been foolish enough to buy a concern
which is apparently very much worn and
in need of renovation and renewal. I
am sorry that all the Premier can spare
for new railways from his two million
loan is £42,000. Of course I know he
has some unexpended balances. The Min-
ister for Works smiles, but the Minister
for Works will agree that he would be
pleased to see more money devoted to new
railway lines, even under his extravagant
system; because -when we get railways wve
get a decent asset and something
that is going to provide opportunity.
The great thing is to provide opportun-
ity, partienlarly opportunity of work for
the workers. By putting down a mile of
railway we do that. We provide work
for the agricultural labourer, for the har-
ness worker, for the machinery worker,
aind so on,' but I doubt if these tramns
are going to do much for the workers of
the State. If I were a worker I should
demand that railways should be built in-
stead of second-hand tramns being pur-
chased. I ama glad to see that there is a
provision of £500,000 for the Agricul-
tural Bank. That sum will be altogether
too small for the work which the bank is
called upon to do, and work which is en-
tirely different from the work of two or
three years ago when the financial insti-
tutions were seeking our broad acres for
security. However, I am pleased to see
that £500,000 is devoted to this purpose.
I see that £350.000 is set aside for work-
ers' homes, a scheme which met with the
approval of every member of the Cham-
ber. I am told that in some cases the
work is costing a good deal and that
people who get these homes will have to
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pay a fairly high rate of interest for the
accommodation they get. I should like
the Premier to see that good value is ob-
tained for the money invested and to
keep in view the fact that the sinking
fund, interest, and other charg-es will
have to be paid 'by workmen drawingn
very often -,mall salaries.

Trle Premier: They know when mak-
ing application what it will cost them to
a penny.

H~on. J1. MiN1TCHELL: I !IM no0t sug-
gesting that the scheme is not perfectly
fairly put to them. They may know
what the scheme is going to cost them,
but I doubt if they always know what
they are going to get for their £ 500. If a
workman is to have a home built and it is
possible to lay 600 or S8t0 or 1,000 bricks
per day, whatever is a fair day's work, it
ought to be possible for the Premier to
see that thle bricklayer does at least tht
fair day~s work. There is no doubt that
there is reduced effort in some directions,
and I am only expressing the hope that
there will not be an unduly reduced effort
when it comes to providing homes for our
workers. I am told that it takes £E500
now to provide a home, which a few years
ago could be erected for £350. 1 am not
criticising for the sake of criticising, but
I am voicing a real danger of a loss that
has to be met, not by the Premier, but
by the people who borrow the money to
erect these homes. I confess that in some
eases the Premier has no control over the
expenditure heyond seeingl that it is hon-
estly spent on the building, but where he
has control I think it would be well for
him to look into the matter and endea-
vour to get the best possible accommoda-
tion for the workers for whom these
homes are erected. I want hon. members
to understand that I am not criticising
the scheme, because I and the party to
which I belong approved of it long be-
fore it was introduced into the House.
I believe that every man's home should
be sacred and every man's home should
have fair protection from the Govern-
menit.

Mr. Gill: The board are doing good
work in the protection of the workers'
homes.

Hon. J. MITCHELL,: i. notice a ;small
amount of £26,000 for rolling stock for
existing railways. I know the MAinister
has spent an enormous sum during the
past three years, something like £1,690,-
000, oil rolling- stock and additions to the
permanent way. He has spent money
freely in relaying and in other improve-
ments. arid I want tire iAlinister to know
that there is no appreciable benetit for
this enonn-OUS. exiienditure except in
greater despatch to the. producers and
those who use the railways. I confess I
was very pleased at the way the traffic
was handled last year. and I know that
the rolling stock was needed in order t:)
give quick despatch, but I notice that al-
though we have heavier rails, a better
permanent way, and] more powerful en-
gines, and although they can haul loads
of 600 tons instead of 300 and 400 ton~s
as formerly, our freights grow dearer.
The Premier does not seem to know about
this.

'l'he Premier: Of course I know noth-
ing about it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Trhe Premier
does not know much about anything, but
he will know very soon that nothwith-
standing we have spent nearly 1434 million
pounds in improving our permanent way
and rolling stock and strengthening our
engines we are going to charge the people
more. When we hauled 300 or 400 tons
in a land instead of 600 tons as we do
to-day awe charged less.

The Premier: At that time it was prin-
cipally produce for the gold fields which
was payable, and what we are hauling
now is not.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We have all
sorts of increased expenditure, and I do
not know whether it is all worth while
unless we can reap some appreciable
benefit.

The Minister for Works: 'We are car-
ryng too much at a loss.

Hon. 3.. MITCHELL: It is the people
of the country who pay and they ought
to get soniething better.

Tire Mlinister for Works: The people
for whom manure is carried ought to pay
for i t.
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H~on. J. M1ITCHELL: Of course I inn-
derstand the Minister % view that it does
not matter hlow we run a railway, tine
people munst pay. We heard that the Us-
peranee railwa-y ought to be built to take
people to thle coast, hut n otw ithstand(ing
that we arc spending an enormous sum
of money in improving the railway sys-
tern, the excursion fare to Albany is 50s.
instead of' 30s. as in the past.

The Premier: Who told yout that?
lion. J, MITCHELL; Tt is the new

time lable.
The Premier: We do not fix fares by

the time table.
Hon. J. IMITCHELL: The passenger

fares are increased; let thie Mfinister deny
it.

Theo Premier: IDo you disagree to it?
Hon. J. MVITCH-ELL: The passenger

fares between the fields and Albany have
beenl in creased.

The Minister for Railways: No.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: We know ac-

cording to the Press that the excuirsion
rates to Albany have been put up and
the fare that was .30s. is now £2 10s. Tf
it is not trite I will be delighIted if the
M1inister will tell us so.

The Premier: It wouild he our of
order to say it is untruie.

Hon. J1. MITCHELL: The Mnse
can tell me if I amn wrong. IT am pro-
testing against this enormous expenditure
for tile purpose of enabling its to run
our traffic when it mieans increased
frei 'zlts and increased special passenger
rates, I do not niean to infer that the
ordinary' passenger rates have been in-
creased. but the special rates thant obtain
at this time of the year have been in-
creased.

The Premier: If yo" are carrying cer-
tain traffic at a loss, and that traffic in-
ereases in volumne every year it mulst re-
duice your total profits.

Hfon. J. MITCHELL: T do not pro-
pose to handy \%Or(ds wvith the Premier
over the fertiliser rates. The Premier
can increase them if lie likes, biut I do pro-
test againstic emontry being saddled with
an enornis expendilitire on existing rail-
ways wheni it means not increased effi-
cieney bitt actually increased cost against

fihe pithl ic. ')'here ha 'e bjeen i tis ecut
omit. Busselton, to which the people go in
summler time, is not to have a second train
oin Saturdays in fture. Ministers, I know,
are perfect!;' well satisfied to go on spend-
ing enormous suins of mioney wvithouit any
benefit to the State. Notwithstanding that
the Minister can carry a heavier load on
his railways and that he say' s hie can carry
heavier loads cheaper than light ones, we
have a. decrease in the profits of the rail-
way from somnething like £200,000 to
,C20,000. There is something wrong some-
where. I ain not making ally party attack:
upon the Minister; I amn just pointing out
tine facts as they appeal to tue atid I have
a perfect right to do so. because these mat-
ters affect every individual person in the
State. We want a more efflcient service
and we want it to be an improving ser-
vice as we spend money from time to time.
.[ will not discuss ait ally great length thle
amount to be spent onl water supply and
sewerage, particularly tie goldfields water
supply. I know at good deal of this will
be spent in) the agricuiltural districts, but
I hope that the Ittinister duiring- recess will
look itito the question of water supply,
which is not only costing the country a lot
of money buit is costing the farmers
too much, and that be wvill endeavour to
make this additional e-xpenditure bring
about, a reduction in the per thousand gal-
lons, cost. Tie Minister ouight to face the
question, having in view always the inaxi-
mlum. quantity that hie can deliver to those
wino take water from hint for tile money
lie)' muist paty ini order I liar lie mnay be
recouped for the interest and siiiing fuind
on tile cost of the work. If it is possible
to sell 100.000 zallons at 2s. instead of de-
livering 50,000 gallons at 4s. the Minister
ought to do it. The ptimping. charg-e is
very small and the constimeis throughout
the country ought to get the fullest benefit
from the operations. of this work. I know
this is a big work requiring mnuch careful
study and consideration. htnt I htope
somethinig wvill eventuate in order that we
may nor pay less in the aggregate to the
department. lint get mjore water for tile
mnoney wve pay. It is tterly impossible
for the people at Coomnalling to pay 2s.
per t hotisand gallons.
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The Minister for Works: How is it that
somic of them are complaining because we
are nlot permitting themn to do it Do
they know more than you or do you know
more than they 9

Hon. J1. IrrCHELL: I do not know
whether I know more than some persons
whose names the Minister hag not men-
tioned. bult [ know a hundred times more
about the mnaiter than the Minister does.

The Minister for Works: It affects you
personally, that is your trouble.

Hlon. J, NITCHELL: It is very wron 'g
for thle Minister to make personal obser-
vations. It does not affect mne personally.

The Minister for Works: You made a
definite statement that the farmaers cannot
pay. and hundreds of them are petition-
ing to be allowed to pay.

Hfon. J. MITCHELL: I am paying-
2s. 6d. a th1ousand4 that costs tie 1Alinister
21/'d. to pump. I1 would be a-shamed to be
ministerial head otf thea department and
not suiplIy water reasonably. I say the
scheme is mnismanaged. The pump should
be kept busil 'y occupied. and the people
shuld be given all that can he given to
them.

Thle Mfinister for Works: Why did v ou
not give reductions to tile miners onl the
goldfields?

Hon. J. "'ITCIIELL: The 'Minister
told thea farmers hie could not make reduc-
tions; to them, and if hea did it would cost
thousands a year: at tile same time as he
was putting it uip to (lie farmers, lie was
reducig it. to thle goldfields.

Thle Minister for Works: rTiat is un-
true.

Ion. 3. MITCHELL: I iuust ask that
tlhnt remark be withdrawn.

The Minister for Works:- L say it is in-
Porreet.

Mr-. SPEAKER: The Minister for
Works must get up and withdraw thle re-
mark that something the lion. memnbei- said
was, untrue.

The Mfinister fur Works: I withdraw
(hie remark that it was untrue.

I-Ion. J. MTITCH RLL: We hare had a.
great deal of water at is. 6d. a thousand
gallons. nnd thea farmers are compelled to
pay 6.,. a thousand gallons for a great deal

of their water. I did not venture uponz
this discussion with the object of attack-
ing tile Minister but merely to ask him tn
see if lie eaiinot supply more water to the
farmer, if the 'Minister can supply them
at a cheaper rate, they could, in many
eases, add to their comfort by going inl for
smiall garden plots for themselves, I call
the Minister's attention to thle fact that it
is proposed to spend £65,000 more on
Goldfied, Water Suppl 'y, which will be a
considerable advantage to the agricultural
districts. I suppose thle Minister, in corn-
Ilon with anyone else, -wants our mining
companies to be supplied at a rate which
w~ill pay them, and our farmers to be sup-
plied at a rate which will encourage them
to increase the stock on the holdings. The
metropolitan water stipply and sewerage
is to have the benefit of £,160,000. I dare
say it will take all that sum to br-ing the
scheme well on thle way to comnpletion. I
do not propose to dwell at any great
length onl the items, as for thle most part
we discussed the items vciy fully in coin-
nection with the Loan Estimates. MNinis-
ters,' of course, must accept some criticism
whvlen they p~ropose to add eonsiderablu
sums of money to tile expenditure already
incurred in connection with these vast un-
dertak-ings of ours and which ar-e in some
wiays iunsatisfacetory. I see we have to
spend £42,000 on the sawmills. T do not
know just w-hat is to be done wilt that
money, but I have no doubt the Premier
will tell us it is to put up a new mill. We
have already spent considerahle sums on
these mills, and so far as, T knlow uip to
date there has been no output nf t imber. I
want to refer to the Premnier's remiarks- in
introducing this Bill. It wilt be r-emein-
bered that hie made a veryv bitter attack
upon thle Federal Government and said the
Federal Govrnment had for party rea-
sons refused a renewal of a loan of
£200,000. This M200000 was apparently
horrowed for a fixed term and evidently
thle needs of the Federal Government were
suchi that they ask-cd that the amount
should 1w, repaid. It does not anpear from
the reluarks in to-da''s paper that tile
Premier mnade any requ-est that thle amnounit
should be allowed to stand over for a time.

The AMinister for- Works : le did.
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N~on. J,. NMITCHEiLL : It is a pity
that the Premier is not hero to tell us
about this matter. I only know what
the papers said. If the Premier did
wake that request,. it does not appear to
be so from the report of Mr. Cook's re-
ply. When any individual makes an ar-
rang-ement as we no doubt did. I have
no0 doubt at all that whoa the Mlinister
for Lands wont to Melbourne to raise
a couple of hundred thousand pounds he
went because the money was urgently
needed by the Government to enable
them to carry on. and T have no doubt
the Federal Government were obliging
enough to let him have some money thiey
then had standingc to their credit, and
made it quite clear that this money was
to be repaid at a fixed dlate. If this was
so, and the needs of the Federal Gowern-
ment were suech that they needed to have:
this money, I think it is a pity that the
Premier should have argued that the de-
mand made by the present Federal Gov-
ernment was a demand made for party
reasons. T admit that the demand was
made at the incionvenience of the Pre-
mnier, but I do not think the Premier had
the right to make an attack on all Lib-
erals be-cause the amount had to be re-
paid on time. There is no doubt that at
the time hie got the money he though
that the millions lie intended to borrow~
and did borrow in London. would meet
nll his needs, including this £,200,000,
and when he found that the money -was
gone, he was hopeful that the Federal
Government -would not want their mon-
ey, that they would allow him to keep it.
Not onlyv did the Premier attack the
Federal Government in that Connection,
but he also said that the 1Federal Gov-
ernment wanted to press for the delivery
of sleepers under contract. The Pre-
mier asked for some delay in the delivery
and the Federal Government asked that
delivery should be made in accordance
with the terms of the contract. We
have spent a9 considerable sum on timber
mills, and this timber should he avail-
able. It is at dangerous thing to make
contracts withiout some reasonable hope
of fulfilling them.

Theo Minister for Works :We will
only be a month behind in a three years'
contract. Would you cancel a contract
over a month 's delay in a three years'
contractV

Hon, J. MITCHELL : I do not thiak
the contract can he cancelled. I think
the worst that would happen would be
that the Federal Government would seek
to find against the State Government in
connection with short supplies. I sin-
crely hope the contract is not to be can-
celled if these mills are being erected
to provide these sleepers; hut that is not
the question. It is a question of the Pre-
luier sa-ying that the Federal Govern-
mnt have not the right to keep him to
his contract.

The Premier : Nothing of the sort.
'It does not affect the period of supply;
it is merely a matter of being thrown
back through a matter over which we
had no control.

Hon. J5. MIfTCHELL :The Premier,
in making his contract, should have
covered an emergency of this sort. I can
understand the position that the Federal
G3overnment want the Premier to keep his
deliveries up to date.

The Premier : Not long since they
told us to ease off the supply of sleepers.
as they. had too many uip there.

lion. J. IMITCHELL ,I am deprecat-
ing the attack the Premier made on the
Federal Government in eonnction with
the matter. Every detail which does net
suit the Premier hie describes as a politi-
cal miatter. Of course the Federal Gov-
ermnent have no political feelings in the
matter at all.

The Premier : Who ?
Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Federal

Liberal Government have 21o feeling
against the Premier; what do they care;
they want their sleepers.

The Premier: They do not want them.
lion. J. MITCHELL: It is nothing to

the Premier that hie cannot fulfil his con-
tract. The Premier must expect to be
kept uip to his contracts when bie makes
them.

The Premier: In 25 per cent. of the
contracts we let to business firms we have
to make some extension of time or some
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alteration of conditions, when they show
evidence that they have endeavoured to
keep) the contract.

Hion. J. MITCHELL: I ann deprecat-
ing, the fact that the Premier has thoughit
fit; to make this personal attack onl the
Federal Government. If the Federal
Govwernmnt delayed tine bnildimng of the
fine, thfie Premnier would he thle the flist
to get up in arms, against them. The
Premier Ihns. spent a1 lot of money for his
mitls, had a free hand, gone just as hie
pleased, niadle his contracts, and no doubt
secured the terms lie thoinght wvoold suit
hinn best. Everythning must have been
favourable to the Prennier or he wou-ldl
not have had thle contract signed.

The Premnier: It is not signed yet.
Hoii. J. IfCTCTThPLL: Yet tine Premier

runs down to Parliament and makes tinis
bitter personal attaec.

The Premlier : Theyv threatened to en i-
eel a contraot thant they ha'"o not smemn.
so far as I ann aware.

Hon. J. ITCL{ELL: I wouldI lie stir-
prised to tlhink the Premier asked uis to
vote £40,000 for sawmviills if lie does not
want tile mionty.

Thle Premier: Th'.ley' are, not tine only
customers. in filie world.

Rton. J. NIITTIITLL: Thme miore one
goes into thnese conitracts thme more it
seenns that everyV one thle Premier makes
is a bad one for this State.

The Premier: We makeP hundreds of
contracts with time farmers. and let them
off.

H1on. .1 Ml'CHEL1U: Why dues Ite
Premier -want to bring the farnmers into
thle miatter? T venture to say that when
tine Premier puts the matter fully before
the Federal Governient lie will lie able
to get the extension of timte hie needs.
Thnese matters of detail are largely mat-
tars, of detail between Governments, but
for party reasons; are brought down to
this House hong before nezotiations are
counnie. Then we have tile Esperance
mail contract. When this Espernce
mail Contract was entered into the Pre-
mier came down and] said, "See what T
hanve clone for yon: T amn going to carry
the mails in a lietter hoat. and I am going
to save this country money."' The Pre-

inner was going to (d0 this cotract ton'
tile -'ederal Governient, who have about
forty times as much money to spend as
hie has. Of course trade there was a dlead
letter.

The Premier: ft will be all ight in 12
months' time.

ioni. J. MITCHRLL: Yes, in thie
sweet by-and-hv. The Premier is too
optiitici. Be rushes in where angels
fear to tread. He wvas going to do better
I han all thle steamnships and he was not
going to allow tine country to be fleeced;
lbe was going to run the mails and lie
purchased thle "Eucla," which, I believe,
is the best: boat of the fleet.

Thle Premnuer : The ' twinlanna u
tine best.

Hlon. 3. MITCHELL: The Premier
found that he had miade a mness of this
mail roniract.

The Premlier: Do not be absurd.
H.-on. J. A ITCHIELL: He wanted to

subsit into a boat for the "Enecla."
TVine Premier: it was the matter of a

survey that the steamner had to undergo.
lHon. J. l"ITTCHtEL:- We know that

tine ' Enela" is big- eniough 'For thne trade
down there, and I have no doubt he
waiitedl ti pint thle "'U.na" onl the coast.
but thle people objected.

The Premier: Trie,) never raised their
voices.

I-on. J. MiUTCHELL: Thley% raised
their proiest to fthe Federal auithorities.

The Premier: They (lid not.
Hion. 3. MITCTIELL: if we had tile

correspondence we should soon he able
to 191nd out. We wouild find out that tihe
Federal authorities entered a protest and
declared that this boat could not he taken
off the coast to hie cleaned or overhiauled
unless ( lie, overniment snhstitnted another
boat.

The Premier : How does it concern
them so Icing as we Narry I heir mails and
keel) to tile contract?

I-on. J. MITTC*1ELL: T hare no inten-
tion of being diverted from thle subject
by the Premier. 'No Federal Government
would refnse to allow fihe St ate Govern-
ment to snlnstitnte one boat for another
provided thle boat was harzc enoughi to
carryv the traffic. The Premier eomes,
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down lucre and makes a hitter attack up-
onl the Federal Government, but that is
only because it is a Liberal Government
that is in power. We should see how
the Premier approached thle Federal Gov-
erment and what happened between the
Federal and the State Governments. We
should see the papers in connection with
this contract. Will the Premier lay them
upon the 'Fable of the Houlse? Will he
also show 11s the pi pers in connection
with the sleepers and also in connection
with the £200,000 loan?

The Premier: I am dealing with these
matters.

Hon. J. AMT CHELL: The Premier
wvas dealing with them in his own way,
bUt we wore without knaowledge onl the
subjects except that knowledge which the
Premier cared to give us. The Premier
preserved a silence on all these questions
when we were entitled to have the fullest
information. 'We cannot be expected to
serve the country' satisfactorily if we are
not told what is transpiring.4 and if -we
are not given the information which we
are entitled to have. It would be a good
thing if all the members of Parliament
would take up the question of protecting
State rights.

The Premier: And there was never
more need to do it titan at the present
time, when 'ye have a State Frights Gov-
,ernnut in power.

Hlon. .1, MITCHELL: I am sure all
mnembers will join the Premier in any
'reasoniable method which he may take to
protect State rights. Time Premier h)as
to provide £C500,000 for the Xg-ricultural
Bank because the late Federal Govern-
ment took aiway from us the -Savings
-Bank.

Thle Premier: What have your people
done: they' are closing down without hav-
iog done anything.

Hon. J,. MTTCHE1JL: The previous
Government started a bank of their own.
and have ever since been taking money
in without letting anyv money go ouit. They
attack our resources and the result is that
we find the sumn of £C500,000 in the Loan
Bill for the Ag-ricultiural Bank. Then the
previous Federal Geoverument cancelled
oar private note circulation. and thus ren-

tiered muoney much dearer and more ditfi-
cult to get. Now when the present Gav-
ermnent come along aid say, 'Please
earry out your contract," the Premier at-
tacks all anld sundlry and declares that it
is only a political dodge. Tfhe Federal
Governmient owes 118 £050,00 far trans-
ferred properties onl which they decided
to pay 3 per cent., -but -wlhen we asked
them to lend us £C650,000 they charge us
3 } per cent. If they had paid us the
money which they owed us we could
simply ha-ve cried iiiiits, but the Federal
Government arranged that we had to pay
£C4,850 a, year more than was paid us and
for really what was our own money.
These arrangements were entered into by
the previous Federal Government, but
when we had the opportunity of doing so
did the Premier enter any protest? I
do not know that there was any objection
taken to this method of doing business
which was adopted by the Federal Labour
Government. 'When it came to building
the Trans-Australian railway the Federal
Government insisted onl duty being paid
on all rails and fasteniings to the extent of
£150,000. We protested that 'ye should
not borrow money with which to pay
this dury. but the Premier and his col-
leagues were against us.

The Premier: We must pa 'y it.
Dion. J. 11dTTtilELL: We CLIld have

entered a protest, and so far as I was
concerned, I was willing that the line
should not be bWilt uut il the Federal Gov'-
erninent waived this dut-. I do not see
why the putblic. debt should be increased
by £150,000 or Something like that for
tile benefit of the people of Australia
generally. The Prem-ier, however, did not
ink so when we raised the question be-

fore, but- then, of course. it was a Labour
Government that was in power. The
position becamne totally different with the
change of Government. The Premier now
of course attacks. on the least provocation.
I am with the Premier in thinking that
if we pay duty on rails and fastenings.
we should then be expected to build our
portion Of thle wide-gauge railway. The
people of Australia will get a far more
direct beneft for every~iile of linie that
We Put down than we do ouirselves. We
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have to pay duty on rolling stock as well.
I do not think we should increase our
public indebtedness in order that revenue
mighit be contributed to the Federal auth-
orities. It is merely borrowing money
here on which we have to pay extraordin-
ary interest to provide revenue for the
Federal Government. Whether that Gov-
ermnent be Liberal or Labour, they have
a very small responsibility to the people
compared with the responsibility of Slate
Governments. I wvant to say that what-
ever our views in connectiotn with this
matter may be--and I confess my views-
are not in accord with the iews of the
Liberal Premiers of the past, or of thep
present Preinier-- think when we enter
into an arrangement it should be kept.
We remember how the Premier rushed
throughi the Bill a couple of sessions ago
for the construction of our portion of
the wide-gauge railway. )]embers were
told that this was an urgent mattcr, and
we should not obstruct the passage of the
measure, because the M'%inister wanted it
put through at once. The House rushed
it through. and now the Premier declares
that because of the financial needs hie
proposes to re-appropriate the sun which
was voted for thie building of the first
portion of this line. Just because the
Federal Government want to keep) to the
contract hie waxes wroth. I quite agree
with1 the Premier that we could do more
withi our money than expecnd it in the
construction of this end of the wide-
gauge railway, but T cannot approve of
the whole attitude of the Premier, who, in
one session is most keen about building
thle line,. and wants to rush it through and
spends a monsiderable sum in surveys,
and then next session comes along and
z;says it is not to be built.

The Pienier: You are not correct: I
never said we would build the line. I
said we wvould build loops.

H1on. J, MITCHELL: T think the Pre-
mie-r would do well to keep quiet, and if
any interjcrtions; are to lie miade to allow
thetm to he mnade by the Mlinister for
Works. The 'Minister for Works said that
loops would cost1 so much, and it would
lie better to gjon bnilding the broad-
gauge line. The Premier will thuns see

Lhat I know more about it than !be does.
The Premier: No, you do not.
Honl. J. -MiTCHELL: The Premier be-

liex'ed when 1he Bill was inftruduced that
it w;as Wen rigbt to build this line, anrd no
doubt he felt obliged to fulfil the contr-act
which had been entered into with the
p~revious Government, and lie very han-
ourably brought down a Bill and had it
passed, and now, because of the attituate
of the Federal Government towards him,
lie cancels the construction of the line.

The Premier: That is not correct.
Hon. J. MI117HELrL: 1 am pleased to,

have thle Premier's assurance that that is
not correct.

The Premier: I never considered that
aspect for a moment.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I am glad to
hear thai. The Premier says that the
treatniit lie has received from the Fed-
eral authorities has had no bearing on
this question, bitt when lie proposes to
re-allocate this MC00.00O to saome other
work, and refers to it in the middle of a
speech of an almost vindictive character.
in which hoe attacks file lFedont Govern-
ment; withiout any good reason ait all..
what other conclusion eanl we comie to.
I wvant. aguiii to say I hope the Premier
will see we get value for thi; atotey when
expended. Tile great question to be con-
sidered by the Government of this State
just now is to keep down iinterest charges
and as far as possible to get fudl value
for the mnoney they are spending. We
are borrowing veryv largely and whether
we are able to go on borrowing at the
same rate at which we are doing it is; hard
to say. There is no doubt Ministers have
a great deal of work to do to carry out
tile obligations they have entered into
throughlout the State. The hiarbour works
at Albanyv and Geraldn and also at
Bunbury have to be faced. Our loan
moneys -ire daily increasing, and within
a Year or two, unless the population in-
creases rapidly, we shall have a deep debt
per head to pay for these various works.
T'have not opposed the Loan Bill because-
I know that t he money is needed to com-
plete the works which the Premier has in
hand, but I wish to issue a word of warn-
ing to the Premier in connection with
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these matters. 1 have pointed out before,
that in connection with the cost of works,
no statement is published periodically as
to the loan expenditure.

The Premier: A great deal more is
given than previously.

Hon. J. M.ITCHELL: In regard to
State steamships very little has been
given. It is the business of the Minister
for Works to bring dcxvii a statement as
to the cost of railway lines and their rate
of progress, and lay the particulars on
the Table of the House in regard to the
control of the loan funds. I say that no
Mlinister within may knowledge has ever
brought down what I consider an ade-
quate statement as to the expenditure of
loan funds on public works. There is the
expenditure on the sewerage system. We
should have a special report from the
Minister to Parliament on this matter.
A statement should he made by the Mini-
ster and placed on the Table of the House
as to each undertaking.

The M11inister for Works: That is given
if you look up the report of the Water
Supply Department.

Hon. J1. MI1TCHELL: We do not get
the details in an understandable fashion.
.1 have lucked tip the wvater suipJIlies inl
agricuiltural areas and I can only find
t1he aggI.reg-ate amount. What amiount has
been spent on each individuial work is niot
given, neither is the cost of each work
stated. I do not say that each smcall work
shlould be accounted for, but each import-
ant work. say, eusting- £3,000 or R4.000
should be set ouit. I have nothing- fuir-
ther to say. I have given expression to
iny views. As to the loan expenditure.
T hope the Minister will pay reasonable
attention to what I have sat. Mlinisters
will see that I hare not criticised the
.Works mucwh, because T think the money
is needed and I have not objected to the
votes on the schedule. T k-now the Gov-
ernment hare their hands pretty full in
vonneetion with the various undertakings
and they' want to get their works -am--
pleled as soon as possible.

Mr. S. STUBBS (Wagin):- The Bill
uinder consideration. namely, for the an-
thorisation of -a loan of two million
pounds for the construction of certain
public works and for other purposes, and

for the reappropriation of certain loan
moneys, is one that must commend itself
to every member, and my only regret is
that a larger sum is not provided for, be-
cause it appears to me that when we bor-
row a million pounds in a young State
Like Western Australia on every occasion
it is advertised in the newspapers in Eng-
land that we are projecting a new loan,
and a million pounds seems to be swal-
lowed up in a few weeks. A sum like
a million pounds goes nowhere in a new
State like Western Australia. My only
reason for rising is to try and convince
the Government that many of the works
provided for in the schedule attached to
the Bill are works that can he carried ont
by private enterprise in a far better man-
ner than they can be carried out by any
Liberal or Labour Government.

The Mlinister for Works: They may be
by Liberal, not by Labour.

Mr. S. SI'UBBS. 1 am very glad I got
that interjection from the Minister tor
'Works because ever since I hive been
identified with the public Life of this
State, the Minister has set tip his back,
although hie is a contractor himself,
agalinst contract work. I have headed de-
putatioiis to the Minister for Works on
many occasions when hie has said, "Down
with the eonfractor, I. urnt going to carry
everything out by day labour." I venture
to say the Minister will live to prove the
truth of my remark, that, State enterprise
is going- to he the downfall or the Gov-
ernment. It is impossible for the Send-
dani Goverrnment. or any Government, to
carry out works by day labour as well or
as cheaply as they can be carried out by
private contract. I have heard the Mini-
ster over and over again say that the rail-
ways built by day labour are cheaper than
works which are carried out by private
enterprise.

The Minister for Works: That is abso-
lutely true.

M~r. S. STUBBS: Figures can be made
to prove anything.

The Minister for Works: Why do you
not say that all the officers of the depart-
ment are scoundrels?

TAr. S. "STUBBS: It is unifair to put
words into my mouth such as that, for
all my life I have tried to be fair. Many
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officers who prepare the schedules for the
Minister showing the cost, do not take
into account hundreds of things that a
manl inl a private business lias to take
into consideration anl that is where the
Minuister and his colleagues fail to grasp
the position,

The Minister for Works: That does not
apply to railway construction. The con-
tractor does exactly thle same work as thle
department. You do not take his p~rivate
business into consideration.

Mr. S. STU3BS: 1 am glad to gel, that
interjection from the Minister because it
shows hie is not au fl with thle position,
and 1, as ail old business mnan of the State,
claim to he. I have hail far more c-
penancee than any memrber of the Govern-
ment in tlie management and conduct of
big businesses in this State.

Mr. Turvey: Do you pot yourself as
aL higher authority than the engineer for
railway construction?

Air. S, STUBBS: Yes, I do, for the
chief engineer may know everything and
be a clever mnan as anl engineer, but .1 have
never mnet a single. engineer in this or' any
State who is conversantL with every phase
of a business. Ali engineer miay be one
of the best in the world, but: he does not
lake into account, when bie gets his figures
put before him., the cost of the building-
in -which the officers are housed, or the
interest and sinking fund onl the money
exp)ended, There are a thousand and
one thing whichl are mul taker, into ac-
count.

The Minister for Works: The public
works officers would be there whether
there was thle contract systemi or dlay ]a-
h)our.

iMr. S. STUBBS: That is qutite wrong.
Why should there he anl annv' of officers
emrployed when there is no work to do?

31r. SP"EAKER. T urn sorry to inter-
rupt the blinember but I cannot allow
this discussion onl the poriniciple ofda
work versus the contract systemn.

Mr. R. S'PUBBS: Am 1 not iii order
inl endeavouring to criticise the work of
the Minister?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member had
an opportunity on the Loan Estimates.

.Ur. S. STL-BIS: Am I not in order
in diseussiiig the money that has to be
expended ! If T am not .1 mutst stop at
once. but 1, claim. with all respect to the(,
Chair, if a Bill is brought before the
Chamuber for raising two million pounds,
I am in, order inl disc-ussing the merits of
the contract systemn versuts day' labour.

-Ir. SPEAKER : I do not want t"I
discouragoe thle hon. memaber but tile llil
is for an Act to authoriSf- the raising- Of
a sum of two million poundits by loan for
the construction of certain publlic wvorks
and for ot her putrpioses. and tine reappro-
priation of ertain Joan moneys. Thle
only thing to discuiss in a Bill of this
character is thne principle of tile Bill.

Mr. S. S TU'B1S: It is the jurinciph- of
the Bill 'I ant discussing

ilr. SPEAKER , The [loll. member is
dealing now '.vil Ii thle inanner in whichz
the money is to lie expended, not thle pur-
poses for which it is to be raised. 1 want
the hon. mnember to understand the diff-
erezice. The Bill provides thaed i oney*
shall hle raised for certain purposes, anti
the ]lionl. nieniher is discutssi ng1 tile manner
inl whcichi tile nlonlex sheIt he ex pendmed.

Ilr. S. STlUBBlS: At what stage shall
I have anl oppiortunlity of diseussiuir it ?

I'-. SPEAKER: The hon. ineinier had
lie Loant Estimates before him.

The Preiiier: Mlay I exlain? The
Loan Bill gives thle Treasurer authority
to raise money, it does not give him anl-
thoritv- to spend thle nmeyv. rhe author-
itY. to spend is givenl by amiounts onl the
Loan EsIinmiiates, which are introduced
each session. These E-Jiuiates have been
introttuced Io the ('hamnlmer and discussed,
Thai was the timne the )lionl. memiber should
have discuss'ed this mnatter.

.% r. SPEAKER : I do iiot rais-e thc
question because the bon. member is
speakin~r. hutl because I must make this
known sorn lime or another. .1 have al -
lowed thle hln member to go as far us
lie can but I must niake thle distinction.

Mm-. q. STIBBS: f shall endeavour h:
keep my' remlarks within the four cornlers
of tile Bill. I have gone somewhat out
of order in using the arguments as (ic
the manner in which the money raised
from time to time by way of loan, on
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works which in mly h umble win', as a tax-
rinser of the State as well as a unit in
this Chamber, should be expended. It
is very much, in my opinion, in excess
of the amount necessary to be expended
if a. private employer were engaged ini
doing the work. I yield to no man in
my desire to ohey the rules of the House
and therefore 1. cannot go further into
the mnatter. The position is quite clear
to mne thai I am not in order in follow-
ing the line of argument on which .1
started, I have nothing further to say
exelpt that the suni of two nillion pounds-
is not sufficient for the various works to
be carried out.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member can
discuss the schedule.

Mr. S, STUTBBS. There are several
points which call for comment, There IS
an itemn of £C42,000 for sawmills. I hud
the olpportunit 'y recently through the
courtesy oif the Premier, to pay a visit to
the South-West, and what I saw was an
education in its wotiderful uudevelopsd1
resourees. The Premier and his Govern-
iemt are right in endeavouring- to foster
11e karri industry. hut I am sceptical as
to what it will cost the country. While
giving the Government every credit in
connection with the industry, I1 am afraid
it will cost the country a good deal miore
money for the establishment and equip-
wuent of those mills than the country real-
ises. and 'whilst believing that the inana-
gen- in charge of the work and the imen
employed are doing goodl work, vet Iven-
ture to say it would have been better if
the Government had given a bonus or
in sonic way' subsidised the industry by
private enterprise ria trhain enter upofl
it in the rather expensive manner in which
I cunsider they' have d]one. One thing
which particnhirl 'y struck me at Big
Brook was the fact that the Oovernmnit
intend to establish a store and a bntcef's
shop.

iMr. Underwood: Hear, hear!
Mr. S. STITURS: Hon. members will

find dint these wvill oost a gri-at deal more
than they dreami. I f the Government
start a store af ilig Itrook. there is nio
eartly reasoln iwhiv theyV shoul1d not start
one in Hay-street. IPerth, and one in

W\agiu, or in any other agricultural towns
where p~rivate capital is invested,

Mr. Carpenter: Your Governmient
started one at RottnesL.

Mr. S. STUBBS : I ann not con-
cerned with what past Governments
have done in this direction, whe-
ther they were Liberal Governments
or Labour Governments. I stand here to
voice may own opinion and not that of the
Labour or the Liberal par-ty, and that is
the point I want clearly' understood.
If a Liberal Government Proposed to es-
tablish sawmills or a steamship service,
these State enterprises would not meet
with mn:y approval and never will. It
is not in the interests of Western Aus-
tralia, that so much State enterprise
should interfere with private enterprise
and thus keep out of the State hundreds
of thousands of pounds. 'because invest-
ors. never know where this sort of thing
will end, It is the thin end of the wedge,
and i'ill do more injury to the partykwho
have introduced it, whether Liberal or
Labour,. than anything which has ever
been done in the history of the State.
The establishment of a. store and a but-
cher's shop is a step in the wrong direc-
tirni. Heavy iages hills are heing- Paid
for borrowing in connection with the
building of homes for the men to live in.
.I like to see decent accommodation pro-
vided for every c lass of the community,
;vhether emnploy-%ed on timber mills or in
anY other industry'v . hut mYi desire is to
induce the Premier andI his party'i to see
thant the eofintr v irets 20.s. in value for
every' 20.q. expended. I venture to say
tlint they'% are not getting value for their
money. Few people in this Stale realise
what it will cost to equip these sawmills
which aire heing erected to treat thme karri
timberm. and althouglh the himildinirs arc
being erected under good management,
the strength of thm would astound most
peojple. In my opinion they are strong
enough to last for 50 years. while the life
of a sawmill will not be more than 12 or
15 years, and -when the capital east of the
building- is taken into aceonnt at the ex-
piration of the life of the sawmill, it wilt
be found that the profit made on the
slueepers will not be one half as great as
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the Premier thinks it will be. I do not
wish to be misunderstood. Employment
will naturally be given to a great number
of families, hut the money wvhich is being
expended could be better expended in
building agricultural railways, and it has
not yet been proved to my satisfaction
that the establishment of State sawmills
was ever warranted.

The Premier: Look at the expenditure
for the construction of agricultural rail-
ways, and that gigantic siding.

Mr. S. STUBBS: I am not responsible
for a statement about a gigantic siding.
I saw a very fine line of railwvay being
run out from Bridgetowrn, and I am told
that it has been called a siding. but if
that is so it is a mistake. It is a line
which is opening up a fine belt
of country. Instead of these three
sawmills costing the amount origin-
ally intended they will cost neare'
to double the amount. That is a
point hon. members should appreciate.
Seeing that we have only a limited popu-
lation it is time that the public realised
that they should make further inquiries
into the State trading concerns and see
if they are established in the best inter-
ests of the majority of the taxpayers.
If that is done it will he found that I
have justification for saying that too
much money is being expended in this
direction. Another point is that we are
expending a lot of money on workers'
homes. As I indicated a few minutes ago,
no one is more anxious than I am to see
workers' homes erected, but here is a
hint which the Government might take in
the spirit in which it is offered. For
several years past I have been engaged
at Wagin in selling large quantities of
timber for budding houses, and quite a
number of houses have been erected on
the time-payrment system. Unfortunately
the finances of my business, owing to bad
seasons, have been restricted somewhat
during the last couple of years, and I
have been unable to carry out partial
promises -which I made to several dif-
ferent families in Wagin to erect homes
for them on the time-payment system. I
have erected several houses and any hon.
member who disputes it can go down an~d

see them, five and six-roomed houses
erected at a cost of £C250, and I myself
would not wish to live in a better house.
But it appears that any Dick, Tom, or
Harry who can put down £5 or £10 to
the Workers' Homes Board, provided
lie is proved to he a straight goer and
has people to vouch for his good cha-
racter, can obtain a;£500 house. I am not
quarrelling with that fact so much as I
differ frora the Coverunent and the
Workers' Homes Board. If they can
grant £500, why not build two houses at
£250 each 9 It would be far better to
give two families a house each worth £250
than to rive one family a house worth
£500. If we had the Bank of England
hehind us I might he called to question,
but having a population of only 300,000
people and having expended between
£300,000 and £400,000 on workers'
homes---

The Premier: Do not forget that the
cost is borne by those who get the benefit.
It is not spread dyer the whole of the
community.

M1r. S. STUBBS: I am glad that the
Government are not discriminating with
regard to applicants for workers' homes,
andl that they do not ask whether the
applicant holds Liberal or Labour views.
They are treating every application on
its merits. But if sieveral £.500 houses%
are erected in one town and that town
goes down, who will stand the cost if
those who agreed to make the repayments
cannot obtain work?

Mr. Turvey: Where have the Govern-
ment erected them in towns whic~h are
likely to go downl

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: WaginY

Mr. S. STUBBS: I am not crying
stinking fish, but there are plenty of
places, I suppose on the goldflelds-

The Mtinister for Works:. They are not
being erected on the goldfields.

Air, S. STUBBS: T do not know
whether they are or not, but they are
being erected in almost every town in the
Great Southern and I am only pointing
out that it would he far better to build
two houses worth £-250 than one worth
£500.
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The -Minister for Works: You cannot
build a five-roomed house for £2-50. 1
ehallpnxge the hon. mtember's statement.

Mr, S. STUB3BS : I will build as
man y as the Minister likes for £230
each, and faithfully, too.

Thre -Minister for Works :I challengel
the bon. member that hie cannot do it
to-day.

Mr. S. STUBBS: I will accept that
challenge. I will build as many five-
roomed houses- in Wagia for £250i each
as the 3liiiister likes, and I will build
them faithfully too. 1 could not build
thiem for the money if I had to employ'
the men whom the Public Works Depart-
ment mighit send down of if I had a
dozen inspectors to inspect the job.

Mr. Meflowall: Wh-at area of land
wonld there be with each house 9

Mrn S. STUBBS: I am getting away
from the Bill but it is due to the inter-
jections. I am sorry I transgressed. I
am only trying to do my duty by pointing
out that there is a large number of items
in this Bill which it would be far better
to appropriate and devote to the equip-
ment of railways to open up agricultural
areas. I have pleasure in supporting the
Bill arid my only, regret is that it is not
ten millions instead of two millions.

Mr. A. N_ PIESSE (Toudyay) : I do
not intend to vote against this measnre,'
hut the present is a fit time to draw the
attention of the Premier to the extraord-
inary difference in the vote for workers'
homes-we have not yet worn this subject
threadbare-comlpared with that intended
for railways already autborised. The
vote for workers' homes under this Bill
is £350,000, and for railways already
authorised it does not exceed £200,000.

The Premier: You arc quite wrong.
Mr. A. N. PIESSE: And £200,000 will

not build the lines.
The Premier: You are frightfully

mixed in Your figures. Do you hnow
that the exact amount we will have for
railway construction up to March, 1915.
will be one and a-qluarter millions?

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: A considerable
portion of that has been devoted to the
improvement of existing'2 lines;. We are
asked to vote 0.50.000 for- workers;'

homies. With all due respect to the Pre-
mier, I maintain there is no necessity
for so large a sum. Many of the homes
are bsing built for persons whio could
very well provide the homes f'.i them-
selves, or wait a little time longer. I
question if, when it comes to the end,
tit no very distant dlate, the Government
will nlot [lave some of these homes thrown
on their hands. The one redeeming
featre about the whole business is the
fact that these homes are well built, and
vost something like £500. There is a
prospect of selling such homes. if they
were of a lower grade, many of these
homes would he cast on the bands of the
Government. To me the grievous part
of it is that this money can he found for
workers' homes where money cannot be
found for railways alread Iy anthorised,
and which are a dire necessity.

The Premier: That statement is abso-
lutely incorrect,' and you are not justified
in making it.

MrT. A. X. PIESSE: Again and again
have I1 been told that there is not sufficient
money for the authorised railways.

The Premier: Nothing of die kind.
Auth orised railways are being .pushed on
with all speeri.

Mlr. A. N. PIESSE: But the Premier
said, in reply to me a little while ago,
that a certain line would be built when
funds were available. It seems that funds
are always available up to the maximum
for workers homes.

The Premier: No, we are putting on
this money for homes already authorised.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: However, very
many of these people could comfortably
forego homes for a little time.

Mr. Lewis: And pay big rents to land-
lords.

Mr. A. N. PIESFE: I do not know
whether the rents are so big ats compared
with the cost of these homes. However,
that is beside the question. The question
is the absolute necessity to provide ordi-
nary conveniences. Take the effect of
money to he expended on workers' homes
as compared with money expended on
railways.

Mr. SPEAKER.: Order ! The hon.
member cannot discuss that.
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Mr. A. N. PIESSE:- However, there is
no comparison with the benefits to be
derived from the expenditure on railways.
I would direct attention to the item of
water supply, which 1 approve of. I
take this opportunity of saying that I
do not approve of the system under which
the money has been used, and I would
like to refer to my motion, moved some
time ago, asking for the papers in con-
nection with the extension of the water
scheme to Toodyny. Those papers have
not yet been furnished, and apparentl 'y
there is now no intention of furnishing
them. This, I maintain, is wrong. Those
papers should be given to the House.
They would show that the administration
of the water supply is not without serious.
fault on the part of the Minister. I pro-
test against the treatment meted out to
me -by Ministers in this regard. There
is, on the re-appropriation schedule, ain
item " Newcastle - Bolgart Railway -
£1,000." That seems extraordinary in
face, of the feet that the people have been
seriously handicapped for want of ordi-
nary facilities at the railway station at
Bolgart. Here is money voted, but un-
expended, and we have again and again
applied to have the railway station put
into workable condition. There is every
prospect of a big harvest there this year,
yet the difficulties still exist, and I learn
from the schedule that there is to be a
re-appropriation of £C1,000 from that
vote. Why have ordinary facilities been
denied to the people of that district9
The prospects are sufficient to justify
doubling the station-yard accommodation
existing there to-day.

The Minister for Works: It is an im-
possible site.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: Perhaps so, but
the £C1,000 re-appropriated would have
served to remove the station the necessary
10 chains.

The Minister for Works: The mioney
could not have been used for that pur-
pose.

Mr. A. N. PIES SE: The re-voting of
the sum of £1,000 shows a lack of con-
scientious desire to help the people out
of their difficulties. I protest against
the treatment being meted out to the

people at Bolgart. On the other han
I congratulate (lhe Premier on his r<
appropriation of the money voted to
the duplication of the Fremnantle-Kal
goorlie railway. That is a wise step.
tuaintain it is the duty of the Federe
authorities to build that railway, and
with all due respect to past Governments
I say that whoever pledged theuiselve
to build a 4Vi. S1/2. railway to Kalgoor
lie at the expense of the State must hay
been carried away by Federal enthusiasm
mvhichi T believe hans died out to-day.

The Premier: it was a Liberal Govern
went. One Liheral Government evei
pledged themselves to find the loss fo
ten years.

Mr. A. X. PIESSE: Well, in no,
ojpinion thbey blundered, -1 hope the Gov
erment -will not continue to blunder a
others- have done in regard to this red
era! railway. I congratulate the Pre
inrer on his re-appropriation of timi
amount set aside for the purpose.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE (Katanning) : A
this period of the history of the countr3
when it is known that the country is c!al
ling in inny directions for more raitwayp
and increased railwa)y facilijies.. we fim
that the Government. ouit of a total o
t~wo millions, have onlyi provided for ai
expenditure of £42,000 on new agricul
tural railways.

The Premier:. Tflit is absolutely inror
rect. Howv ninny mjore times do you re
quire to he corrected on that point?

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: The schedule o:
the Loan Bill speaks for itself. I an
aware that there are oilier railways which
have been autborised, and ihat there arn
certain re-appropriatioas.

The Minister for Works: Then why di
ton not include them'?

'Mr. A. E. PIES SE: At the samne tim'
the facts stand out prominently that, on
of the two millions proposed to be raised
nearly one million is to he expended hi
or about the City. I amn including in tha
amnount the £050-000 which is provide(
for workers' homes. T do not wish ti
say that we should not provide thesi
workers' hiomes. I have every reason tc
believe that the scheme will be a success
At the same time. I think we should can
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tion the Government in the administra-
tion of this department of the fact that
there is a limit to our borrowing, as evi-
denced by thre present difficulties.

The Premier: There are no difficulties
11r. Bolton: Of course there is no limit

to borrowvin- for the assistance of farm-
ers.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: If it were not for
the development in the back country there
would he very little necessity to build
workers' homnes in the City.

Mr. Bolt on: Well, don't be jealous of
two or three hundred pounds to be ex-
pended in the City.

M1r, A. E. PIESSE: I am not jealous.
The Premier: You are, absolutely.
Mr. A. E. PIESSE:- I am not. I have

made it clear that I think this workers'
home scheme will be successful.

The Premier: What a National party
you are!

Mr. A. IE. PIE 5512: And I say it is
our duty, and within our province, not-
withstanding the interjections of thie lion.
members opposite and of the Premnier, it
is our duty,' if we consider we may be
overstepping the bounds of caution in
many directions, to draw the attention of
the House to that fact.

The Minister for Works: What about
tire additional capital for the Agricultural
Bank?9

Mr. A. It. PIESSE: If there is any
one item in the schedule which is an abso-
lute necessity, it is that item providing
for additional capital for the Ag-ricul-
tural Bank.

The Premier: And the other is just as
essential.

Mr. A. E. PIESSt: Unless we develop
the primary industries, where are the
workers in the City to come in?

The Premier: Ilow are we to get the
development of the primary industries?
You must have your industrial class; bitt,
of course, that class is of no concern to
.you.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: I am surprised. I
cannot understand the heat of the Pre-
mier.

The Premier: 'Well, I like consistency.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE - I have not said
anything in opposition to the erection of
workers' homes.

The Premier: Don't apologise. The
whole lot of yout have been growling.

Mr. A. E,. PIE SSE: If anyone should
apologise, it is the Premier. His inter-
jeclions this afternoon suggest that it is
just about time the House adjourned,
judging from the temper the lion, gentle-
mani is in. Because I endeavour to
point out that I consider it is time for
exercising a little caution, it brings forth
heated interjections from the Premier,
which I think are totally uncalled for.
r am prepared to support any reasonable
extension of the powver of borrowing for
the purpose of creectlug workers' homes,
hut at the same time the Premier must
adult that there is need for caution. He
has already explained to the House this
afternoon that the Workers' Homes Board
do not intend to approve of leans for the
purchase of homes already erected. That
i s a very wise course, and I commend the
P>remier for baring adopted it. At the
same time we know our powers of borrow-
ing are limited. It is- of no use disguising
the fact. We cannot put loans on the
market every day in the year. The
Workers' Homes Board have done very
good work indeed; I must commend themr
for their promptitude and despatch in
dealing with applications. At the same
time there may be, and I think there is,
some need for caution in regard to the
limitation to be placed on the amounts to
lhe loaned. I am as anxious as the Pre-
mier to see the people of our industrial
classes; securing homes of their own.

The Premier: I would be sorry if I was
not more sincere than you are about it.

M)1r. A. R. PIESSE : Anid I think
members sitting- on this side of the
House w~ even further than that. We
would like to see the workers own their
homes. We do not want to see them on
leasehold tenure, hut we want to give
them the freehold.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order ! The hon.
member is not discussing the Bill.

Mr. A. E2. PTESS2) : I am sorry that
greater provision has not heen made for
other very much needed railways. T
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mentioned the other night in speaking
on another Bill that there are railways
which are needed for the further develop-
ment of the country, and as this House
is not likely to meet again for another
six moniths we will have to wait a con-
siderable time before a start can be made
with those lines. I amt glad to know that
sonic provision has been made in the
direction of providing better harbour
facilities at the outports and particularly
the port of Albany. The (levelopment
which has taken place in the back coun-
try served by that port necessitates im-
proved harbouir facilities, and I ant
pleased to know that the Works Depart-
mnent has gone so far as to have plans
prepared which, though they do not pro-
vide for the whole scheme. provide for
portion of tie scheme which it is the
intention of the Government to have
earnied out at an early date. My only
compllaint is that the dlate is not so early
as 1 would like. The facilities for handi-
lingr grain at Albanv are wvorse than at
any port in the State, and whilst I rea-
lise it will be impossible to carry out the
scheme wvhich the Works Department
hav'e in hand in time for the next harvest
or even the succeeding- harvest, T hop
the Minister will take into consideratio
the present nieeds of the settlers to be
served at that port, and make temporary
arrangements for t he handling of th is
year's harvest. Every fraction of a
penny per bushel means a loss to the pro-
ducer, and I am informed that the in-
creased cost of handling grain at Al-
banty, as compared with 'Fremantle,' is
considerable. Therefore, the producer
is forced to send a great deal of his pro-
duce to F'remantle. and is consequently
paving for increased haulage. The im-
provemient of the facilities at Alban ,y
will mean a saving- to the producer, and
I sincerely hope that the representations
which have been made to the Minister
by the people of Albany and also by the
districts in the hinterland, will receive
his favourable consideration. and that hie
will act promptl 'y. I am pleased to know
that the Government do not intend to go
on with the construction of the Fre-
mantle to Kalgoorlie portion of the

Transcontinental railway. Although
some undertaking- was given by a pre-
vious Administration, I fully approve
of the action of the Government ia de-
lay, ing this work until a more favourable
time. As a matter of fact, I think we
might %ery wvell reconsider the promise
to build that railway. Having regard to
the enormous calls wye have upon uts in
connection with the expenditure of loan
moneys, we might reconsider this pro-
posal and if the work cannot be carried
out at the expense of the Commonwealth
Government an arrangement could be
conic to whlereby the money required to
build the railway would be found by the
Federal Government.

Mr. Harper :Why not break awvay
from Federation altogether 9

The Premier :You tried to get into
the Federal Parliament a little time ago,
and now you want to break away from

cederation.
Mr. A. E3. PIESSE [ notice that

some provision is made in the Bill for
rolling stock for the railways, and I hope
the Government will be fully seized of
the absolute necessity for keeping the
rolling stock uip to date. In many eases,
particularly along the Great Southern
railway, there have been very many com-
plaints in regard to the accommodation
for the travelling public. I travel that
line very frequently, and I have reason
to know the inconvenience which the
people using that railway have to put
up with.

The Premuier: What has that to do
with the Loan Bill?

MNr. A. E. PIESSE There is an
item for increased rolling stock, and I
do not think the slim sufficient. I am
expressing the hope that the Minister
will be seized of the importance of pro-
viding more rolling stock in order that
the patrons of our railways may receive
that attention which is due to them. I
support the Bill, and I hope that when
the Treasurer brings down his next Loan
Bill it will contain greater provision for
the development of the country by the
building of further .Igrieultural rail-
ways.
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The MUINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W, DI. Johnson) : The debate this after-
noon has been remarkable for its incon-
sistency. We find hoti, members getting
up and in one breath pointing out the
difficulties in regard to the money market,
admitting thant money is tight, and that
due caution should be exercised in raising
mone *y, and in the next breath they set out
to state how additional expenditure should
be incurred. On the one hand we have to
reduce borrowingv, and on the other hand
we have to increase expenditure. That
has been the cry oC Opposition members
for months past.

Mr. A. E. Piesse: Our complaint is
that you are spending the money on ques-
tionable works.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
cry of hoit. memabers opposite has been
that there has been extravagance in regard
to expenditure and that we are borrowing
too mutch money, and then they immedi-
ately proceed to urge the expenditure of
additional mioney without going into de-
tails to show where the extravagance is.
I want to give themn credit for this, that
althoug-h we have had that inconsistency
they have all to-day put their finger on one
item which they have said i-s not justified.
That one item is the expenditure on work-
ers' homes. Why is there this unanimous
opposition to the workers' homes? Speaker
after speaker has picked out the one item.
Thle member for Wagin started; after-
wards the member for Toodyay got up
and said that if the project was not
threadbare hie would refer to it, and then
the mnember for Katanning rose and hie
too dealt with the seine thing.

The Premier: And the member for
Pingelly the other evening

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In
each ease special reference has been made
to the p)roposed expenditure on workers'
homes. I want to ask those hon. members
why it is not as justifiable to expend
money on the home of a work-er in the
metropolitan area or even in those towns
along the Great Southern which the hon.
member for Katanning has told us will
die, leaving the homes on our hands, as
to assist the farmer on his holding? Why
should a man, because he is called upon to

eke out his existence in the metropolitan
area or in a country town, be denied as-
sistance when assistance is accorded to the
farmer?2

The Premier: The country party aire
pushing thenm on.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As
the Premier has reminded me, the real
cause of alt this opposition and the special
reference to the iuetropolitaii area is that
the coun try party are pushing those bon.
members. Why is it those lion. member,,
always refer to the expenditure of money
Onl workers' homes, and then immediately
point out that there is a possibility of the
wvorker not paying? Why do they not ad-
vocate the same caution in connection with
the Agricultural Bank? Onl the one hand
they urge that we should give the farmer
more money, and yet, as a matter of fact,
while I appreciate the special difficulties
of the farmer. I am justified in pointing
out tit we have had no difficulty in con-
nection with the repayments under the
Workers' Homes Act, but we have had
difflicuilty with the repayments by the
farmers. I admit that our experience with
the workers' homes is not long, hut we
know that the workers are paying, and
we know that the farmers are not.

11r. Har-per: The farmers are pro-
ducers, and the city workers are not.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
know that the farmers are not paying. I
realise their special difficulties and I am
not complaining, but despite the fact that
portion of our financial difficulties is duie
to the bad season, and that the farmers
have not been able to meet their obliga-
tions for the same reason, we are increas-
ing the amiount which it is proposed to
lend to the farmers. We get no sugges-
tion from the other side that due caution
should be exercised in their- case. We are
nor told by lion, members to remember
Ihbat we have had difficulties during the last
two years, that the farmer has not been
able to meet all his obligations, and that
we should go cautiously in lending money
to him, but when we come to the worker.
the man who is fulfilling his obligations
and is not calling upon the general tax-
payer for anything, we are told that cau-
tion should be exercised, and that item
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for workers' homes is picked out as the
main reason for opposition to this Bill.
Perhaps the member for Northam will
say, "My position is different, I simply
emphasise that the amount proposed to
be expended on workers' homes asishown
in the schedule of the Bill is large comn-
pared with the amount for agricultural
railways." That was the hon. member's
point, but as usual, hie does no go far
enough to collect his figuires. On the Loan
Bill hie saw an item of £470,000, and he
was too indifferent to turn over the leaf
and see the amount that was reapprolpri-
ated. A reappropriation is identical with
the raising of money, and consequently
if hie wanted to be fair lie would have
added the amount of the reappropriation
to the item of £470,000, and then referred
to the Loan Estimates.

Hon. J. Mitchell interjected.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The

amiount to be expended, that we are talking
of to-day, is the amiount to be expended
by March, 1915, and the lion, gentleman
said distinctly that we only provide for
£C470,000. That is distinctly incorrect.
T1'le very Bill hie was discussing-

Hall. J. IAitcliell: What £470,0009
The 31INISTER FOR WORKS: That

w-as the figur e you quoted.
Hon. J. 2,itehell: What for7
The MINISTER FOR WO0RKS: You

quoted it in connection with railway con-
struction. The amount the hon. member
for Nortlham quoted "-as £E470,000; but
he forgot to turn over the leaf and add
to it, as I have already stated. If we take
thne total proposed expenditure and the
p~rovision made on the Loan Estimnates,
it runs into just on a million and a quar-
ter pounds, considerably more than the
lion, gentlemen provided when they' were
on the. Government benches. Thei honmeln-
ber for Katanning (1lr. A. E. Piesse),
wvho is usually fair in his comments, got
up) and stated we could do more in con-
nection with railway construction, that we
oug0ht to construct moire railw-ays. I
would point out to tine lion. gent leman, as
I have already' pointed] out, and it is in
flansard. that the amnount; of railwvay an-
thorisal ion that wve have up) to date is
733 miles. A very grreat proportion of

that, over 500 miles, was left to us to
construct by our predecessors. They
passed the Bills but did nothing more.

The Premier: They could not find the
money.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There-
fore wve have had to authorise 733 miles.
We have in hand to-day a total of 640
miles out of 733. There was 140 miles
to take in hand in July, 1913. Since then
we have got, or ordered, the rails for the
Wyalcatehem-Mount Marshall line, and
we have also ordered the sleepers. Con-
sequently we have that 50 miles in hand,
and the only two lines on which 'ye have
got to face the authorisalion of Parlia-
ment are the Wagin-Bowelling and the
Bolgart extension, a total of about 90

miles. Then we arrive at this position:
that we have in two years, or a little over
twvo years. actually constructed, or have
in the course of construction, no less
than 640 miles of railway. Yet these lion.
gentlemen who criticise, taking their
average for seven years, and giving them
thme best average we can, have only done
at the rate of 160 miles per annum. Yet
we find the member for Ratanning get-
ting uip and having the audacity to say
we are doing nothing in regard to railway
construction.

Mr. Bolton: Party bias.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It

shows the absolute unfairness of the criti-
cism.

Mr. A. E. Piesse: I did not say you
were doing nothing, but that you were
not doing enough.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Why
dlid not the hon. member complain when
lie was supporting a Government who
were not doing 50 lper cent, of what we
are doing? Surely when we are doing 50
per ent . miore thian his friends we should
receive some consideration and receive
the encouragement of members to go on as
we are going, instead of them trying to
mislead the public to think that we are
doing little in comparison with what they
did when they were in office. As a matter
of fact, we have done too much railway
construction, and the trouble is that the
lion. gentlemen realise flint in October
next we will be able to iro to the country
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and say what we have done in comparison
with what they did, and in order to put
themselves right they are trying to build
up misrepresentations to mislead the
public at the next general elections. Their
trouble is not that we are not doing
enough, but that we lhave done too much,
and they know perfectly well what the
people will say when they have the op-
portunity of voicing their opinion. I
want to put onl record the fact that we
are not building agricultural lines as our
predecessors built them. We are build-
ing anl improved agricuiltural line, as
certified by Mr. Short. The lion, gentle-
man takes Mr. Short's report written on
the experience Mr. Short had of the hon,
gentleman's lines, but he has never read
Mr. Short's report on the lines handed
over by the present Government. In
order to try and make a. case hie uses the
report based onl his lines, or the lines
built hy his own party, and having no
bearing onl the lines handed Over by the
present Government, With regard to
railway construction, the lion, member
for Northam-T know it is out of order,
Ur. Speaker, but (ie hon. member for
Nrortham having referred to it I desire
to do so-the hon, member stated we were
not justified in uising the money voted on
the Loan Bill to construct lines tinder the
day labour system.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Mr. Speaker, I said
nothing of the sort; I pointed out that
we built lines tinder the day labour
system.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. gentleman said distinctly that the
lines were costing more because we were
building them uinder the day labour
system.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the hon.
member for Wagin made that statement.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : I
made a note when the hon. member for
Northam was speaking' ; I may have been
wrong. At any rate I know it has been
said. With reference to the return pre-
pared by the Acting Engineer-in-Chief,
let me say in passing that the reference
made in the West Australian newspaper
to "some officer of the Public Works De-
partment" was absolutely unfair to the

acting Engineer-in-Chief. There is no
need to be so contemptible as that in re-
ferring to one of the head officers of the
Public Works Department. They might
have said that Mr. Rolland put up the
statement. Mr. Rolland put np an abso-
lutely fair statemnent from the books of
the department, showing the work done
by contract and work dlone by day labour,
and comparing the cost-

P'oint of Order.
Mr. M1ale: On a point of order, is ihe

Minister for Works in order in discuss-
ing the construction of railways? Other
members have beeti pulled uip on other
occasions for departing from the Bill.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. the Minister is
not in order. I refused] to allow the lion.
member for WAIagia to discuss 1ihis matter.

The MVinister for Works: The lion.
member for Northanm made reference to
it.

MNr. Speaker: 1I cannot allow the Min-
ister to go any further as I drew the.
attention of the lion, member for Wagin
to the fact that he was. not discussing
the Bill. I pointed out iii what manner
he could discuss the Bill, and I ask the
hion. the Minister to do likewise.

Hon, J1. Mitchell: I referred to thisA
matter on the Loan Estimates and not on
this Bill at all.

The Minister for Works: You made re-
ference to it to-day.

Air. Speaker: I ami in the habit of
giving members latitude, but I have got
to tell them some time or another when
they are out of order, and then I always
find, when I hare drawn member's atten-
tion to it, that someone else claims to
speak on a certain matter because some
other member had previously donie so. I
drew the attention of the hion. member for
Wagin to the fact that hie was not speak-
ig to the Bill, and, therefore, I musit

ulphold the point raised by the lion, mem-
ber for Kimberley.

The Premier: I would like to point out
how unfair it is to the Government if
members sitting opposite may pass crit-
icisms on the Government and for mem-
bers of the Government to be ruled ot
of order when discussing the points
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raised. Such a thing is absolutely unfair
to the Government.

Mr. Speaker: I admit it is unfair to
somebody. The only way to do business
fairly is to adhere to the rules of the
House strictly. If by giving any member
latitude I am going to be accused of being
unfair lion. members will find that they
will get no further latitude from m1e.

Debate resumed,
The MITNISTER FOR WORS: T

cannot see how I can reply at all. F or
instance, the lion. member for Northern
referred to the expenditure proposed un-
der Goldields Water Supply and went
on to criticise the action of the Govern-
ment in making these extensions, stating
that the farmers could not pay. I want
to reply to the hon. gentleman, pointing
out the justification for that expenditure,
bin again I would be out of order. The
bon. member for Toodyay referred es-
pecially to his desire to get detail in con-
nection with .the Toodyay extension. That
again I cannot reply to; wsith the result
that while it is unifortunate, we have to
take uip this position, that if members
do criticise the Government we should
get an opportuniity of replying. How-
ever, I do not want to pursue the ques-
tions. Alt I want to say, in conclusion,
is that so far as expenditure on the Gold-
fields Water Supply is concerned, we airc
spending that at the special request of
the farmers interested. The complaint
of the farmers is not that we are doing
too much in putting a rate on, bitt that
\ie are not doing enougoh. The question
of increased extensions is the most urgent
matter before the department to-day- We
are getting petitions regularly praying-
for the extension of mnains and the ex-
tension of mains is done under sIpecial
Act of Parliament. However, I do not
desire to pursue the matter further, but
to point out that the two millions of
money is to conlinue -works. It is true
that a considerable amount is in the met-
politan area but I want members on the
other side to realise that the Government
cannot limit their view to one particular

scinor one part of the State. While
members opposite may; in their desire to

curry favour with a particular organisa-
tion that has com--e into existence lately,
desire to have all the atention given to
the agricultural areas, they cannot expect
the Government to be influenced by th-e
same organisation. We simply go on
with our policy of decentralising expen-
diture. We want to review the needs of
the whole State. in the Loan Bill we have
expenditure for workers' homnes, for work
in the agricultural districts as well as the
metropolitan area. We have money pro-
vided for giving improved tramway facili-
ties for those who deserve and desire
them in the metropolitan area. We have
money for improving and extending the
harbour facilities in all parks of the State.
Albany, Geraldton, Bunbury and Fre-
mantle are receiving consideration oul this
Loan Bill and, generally speaking, take
any expenditure lion. members like which
is provided on this Loan Bill and they will
find it is not limited to any one part of
the State. Provision is made for harbours
in all parts, roads in all parts, railways
in all parts, workers, homes in all parts,
and so on. We have -taken a large view
of the State and not the limited view
members opposite are so prone to take.

Mr. MeDOWAUL (Goolgardie) : I de-
sire to say a word or two onl this Bill and
I would not have felt called upon to speak
but for the prominence given in the re-
marks of hon. members opposite to the
subject of -workers' homes.

Hon. J1. Mitchell: We approve of work-
ers' homes.

Mr. MeDOWALL: Hon. members op-
posite have a most peculiar manner of
approving of theta. I must say it is a
mnanner which I cannot understand. The
lion. member for Wagin told us lie would
build workers' homes at £250; that hie
would give two where the Government
are now giving one.

Mir. S. Stttbbs: Would that be wrong?
Mr. MecDO WALL: I do not say it

would be wrong, but I would tell the hon.
member for Wagin that hie could only
build a weatherhoard house for £250.
with small rooms covering about eight
or ten squares. People know these
things as well as the hion. mem-
ber for Wagin and4 I told him he
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could not do what he says could be
done. It could only be done in weather-
board, and I defy contradiction when I
say that the roomas would have to he on
a small scale. I would like bon.
members to understand that 1 was
a sworn valuator in Victoria be-
fore T came here, and I have some little
knowledge of matters of this description.
I tell the hon. member he was talking non-
sense when lie said it was possible to
build workmen's cottages for £2_50. Such
a cottage would have to he only of
weatherboard.

The Premier :It would be a dog ken-
niel.

Mr. S. Stubbs You could build a
five-roomed cottage for that.

Mr. Ifelu) WALL :The thin,, is ridi-
culous. W~e have hoii, members opposite
saying they are not opposed to wokes
homes. The niember for Wagin brings
forth his argument, the member for Tood-
yay brings forth his, and the member
for Kattanning also brings forth his, and
worst of all of them the member for
Pingelly does not speak on the subject,
but interjects and declares that while he
had no objection to Agricultural Bank
loans being given to the farmers lie ad-
ded that they were the only producers.
This is a most extraordinary position to
take up.

The Premier :He also said that he
was opposedl to workers' homes.

Mr. McDOWALL: I have no inten-
tion of speaking at any length but it
seems to me to be an extraordinary thing
that only the farmers of the commnnity
are to be considered. The member for Pin-
golly should not attempt to be a states-
man or to leg-islate if that is the opinion
that hie holds. Can he tell me wvhether
any country has ever done ally good with
out varied industries 9 Does the member
for Pingelly mean to tell me that. 17.349
persons engaged in industrial establish-
ments in the metropolitan area are nut
entitled to some consideration 7Does
lie mean to tell me that 14,961 persons
who are engaged in mining have no ripiht
to be considered? Does he knowv that
there are only 16,281 persons engaged in
farming. There is also a great army

of civil servants and of railway em-
ployees9 Are they not entitled to con-
sideration?9 Is it only the farmer w'ho
is to get consideration 9 We, on this
side of the House, have been moist co n-
siderate so far as the farmer is con-
cerned. We have done everything wve
can for him, but lion. members opposite
expect us to sit still because they assert
that the farmer is the only one who is en-
titled to any consideration. WaLS it. not
only recently that the export of. wheat
was infinitesimal? And uip to then was
it not entirely the gold mining industry
the industrial establishments and various
other industries that made the State as
prosperous as it is to-day? These peo-
ple are doing as much for the country as
those who are engaged in the farinni
industry' . Perhaps the hon. niember
wVouldl have us go back to primitive
days. Tn a civilised State we have now
a division of labour. The farmer does
his portion, the manufacturer his por-
tion. the miner his portion, andl so it goes
on thirough civilization. What [ protest
against is the continual objection that
is raised against industries other than
farming having rights and privilege-s. I
think it is really unfair to hear inter-
jections such as those made by the meat-
her for Pingelly, that farmers are the
only people entitled to consideration.

Mr. Harper :I deny that.
Mr. AMeDOWALL flDoes the lion.

member ever go into the matter with
any depth at all I If the producers were
the only people to he considered, the
world wvould be a very small place indeed
and wve would go back to a primitive
state of mankind. It is the large manu-
facturing- centres which take the pro-
duce and consume it. that make the farm-
ing industry valuable. It is because
civilization has worked in this direction
that the farmer is in the proud position
wve find him in at the present time. Let
lion. memibers onposite realise that there
are others than farmers who are worthy
of some consideration, and the cry that
the farmer is the only-man in the com-,
munity who is wvorthv of consideratioji
shouldi cease. j h~ave said all I desire to
say. T only rose because I thonght it
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was right and fair that I should protest
against the utterances of some lion. mem-
bers opposite who seem to think only one
.section of the community should be given
consideration.

Mr. HARPER (Pingelly) : I have
listened with interest to the remarks of
the last speaker and also to what was
.said by* the M1inister for Works. I might
J)oint out that the member for Coolgardie
is very wide of the mark. He does not
understand the position. In fact he does
not know what he is talking about. I
say, regardless of what may be thought
by the Farmers and Settlers' Association,
the Liberal party or the Labour party,
that the producer is the mainstay of the
State. What I mean to say is, if it were
not for the p)roducer the worker would
play a very small part.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order IThe hion.
member thinks that because lie is answer-
ing certain remarks made by the member
for Coolg ardie that he is discussing the
Bill. 1 would like to drawv the hon. mem-
ber's attention to the fact that he has
not yet made the slightest reference to
the Bill.

Mr-. HARPER: I am always agreeable,
Mr. Speaker, to bow to your ruling. I
know the unfortunate position you hold,
and it would be futile for me to argue
against you. I1 am always amenable to
the powers that be. My argument in
this case would be against workmen's
'homes every time. I have always said so.

The Premier: Howv much did it cost
you to get into the Farmers and Settlers'
Association?

Mlr. HARPER: It did not cost me any-
thing. The Premier need not worr 'y his
lead about me. I am independent of
the Premier and the Farmers and Settlers'
Association, and I am going to speak my
mind in this House regardless of anyone.
I want to sayv in reference to workmen's
homes that I always thought the proposi-
tion was an iniquitous one. Private
enterprise is always* ready, and willing
to huild homes% for the people and the
Government ought to content themselves
with running steamships, brickyards,
butchers' shops, sawmills, and other
things. All those things are vote catchers,

and I would tell the Premier that I am
not in that position. I say, and I em-
phasise the fact, that we should build up
our agricultural and mining districts,
and if we do that we shall build up the
towns. I disagree wit!, the member for
Coolgardie who looks at the position from
the wages point of view. I am looking
at it from the producers' point of view.
The member for Coolgardie does not
understand that aspect of the question.

Mr. M1cDowall: Nothing of the kind.
INr. HARPER : I understand it from

the producer's point of view, and that is
the difference between uts. I am just as
keen about the production of gold as I
ant about the production of wheat and
often urged wvhen I was on the goldilelds,
that the people should not -be exorbitant
in their demands. I say the same thing
applies to the people in the agricultural
districts. The cost of production is
everything and the Government have
erred considerably in starting workmen's
homes. Of course I do not hlame.them
too much for that.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!I I cannot
allow the lion, member to discuss what
the Government have done. He can
oppose this vote.

Mr. HARPER: I disagree with their
policy of constructing workmen's homes.
It is time they took more interest iu the
resourcs of the countryv, and left the
construction of workers' homes and such
things to follow along i'i their own train.

Mr. Bolton: That is wvhat your party
think, too.

Mr. HARPER: The lion, member
knmows very well that South Fremantle
wvould be little good but for the agricul-
tural districts.

Mlr. Bolton: Bunkum!
Mr. HARPER: I shall always be an

advocate for the producers, and not for
the parasite who hangs on. We want to
make work for the labourer, but it seems
to me that the Government do not want
to improve the conditions for the
labourer. Our desire is that work shall
be plentiful everrvhere.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.



[16 DECEMBER, 1913.]

Mr, HARPER: I see on the Loan
Estimates there is only £25,000 provided
for the Villimining-Koudinin railway
and £27,000 for the Brookton-Kunjian
railway up to June of next year. I notice
also there is £75,000 provided for on
various lines going back as far as four
years. The Government have not reap-
propriated the money passed by this
Parliament for the construction of those
lines, and for the amounts mentioned,
£25,000 and £C27,000, the Yilliminling-
Kondiniin and Brookton-Knnjiun lines
cannot be constructed in the time
mnentioned by the Government. I am
certainly opposed to all such ex-
travagances as the money expended in
the purchase of tramways and in the
establishment of brickworks. sawmills,
butcher shops, and State steamers until
these railways are constructed. They are
the first call on the finances of the coun-
try. The Loan Estimates for each of
four consecutive years, namnely, 1910 '1N11, 1912, and 1913, provided for the
construction of the Brookton-Kunjinn
railway, and the Yillimining-Kondinin
railway was provided for in 1909, 1911,
J912, aind 191.9. The provision made
amounted in all to £127,000. There is only
£27,000 provided onl the Loan Elstimtes
for the construction of the B rook-
ton - Kunjinn line. I contend that
if the Government had been doing
justice to the people these railways
would have beeni constructed and ready
for this harvest. We were to have thie
constrnction of the railway as a cer-
tainty for the present harvest? Neither
that line nor the Yillimining-Kondinin
line is ready at the present time: neither
is it likely to be ready for the next harvest,
and according to the mnoney provided on
the Loan Estimates we will be fortunate
if the lines are constructed in the time
promised by the Government. I do not
want to find any fault with the depart-
mental construction of railways. I know
the Minister for Works is anxious to carry
out works as economically as possible, but
I think he is on the wrong- track, and if
the Mlinister had a free hand and was
not dominated by the Trades and Labouir
Council hie would see that justice was done

to the taxpayers of Western Australia.
It is absolutely impossible for 'Ministers
elected by the Trades and Labour Couin-
cil to get the same value for the money
as those who are appointed-

Mr. SPEAKEMR: The hon. member is
out of order. The hon. member must
discuss the Bill.

Mfr. HARPER: That is why 1 object
so strongly to workers' cottages. The
large amount of money provided for them
is a crying shame.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
guilty of relpeating himself.

Mr. HARPER: In some eases the Gov-
eranient are building workers' cottages
where there is no justification for them,
and the money could be better expended
in the development of the agricultural
districts. As I pointed out before, the
man who makes two blades grow where
one grew before is a benefactor to man-
kind. I maintain that the producer should
be the first consideration of the Govern-
ment and Parliament, and by that policy
we would create more employment for
the peolple. The Government are starting
at the wrong end. First of all they make
the conditions for the employee far above
what the producer can afford. That is
,lot a scientific way of trying to improve
the conditions of the worker. IDo it the
other way about and then we will have
genuine employment for the people and
a proper method of building tip the pros-
perity of the country at the samne time.
In regard to the city also, the producer
in every eae should have first call on
our consideration on every occasion, and
then the improvement of the conditions
of the workers would follow.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

in Committee, etctera.
Mr. McDowall in the Chair, the Pre-

mnier in charge of the Bill,
Clauses 1 to 6-agreed to.
First Schedule:
Mr. A. N. PIESSE: The expenditure

onl new agricultural railways had not
reached anything like the sum proposed to
he spent on the workers' homes. He could
not find anything in the provision for new
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railways totalling over £285,000. tinder
those circumstances the objection which
he had raised on the second reading to a
large sum of money being devoted to
other work was reasonable. There was;
no inconsistency in endeavouring to point
out that the Government were on the
wrong track in devoting money to pur-
poses which were not so profitable in
the interests of the country. The money
spent on railway construction circulated
more readily and continuously than
money spent in the erection of workers'
homes; the former broughlt grist to the
mill, and gave emiployinent to a large
number of people. The Minister for
Works had shown a lack of statemanship
in arguing that money spent on workers'
homes as against railways was tiound
business, It was sound business from one
point of view, but not from the point of
viewv of our great resources. Although
in sympathy wvith expenditure on work-
ers' homes, lie could not support it to an
excessive degree. The money proposed
to be spent on railway construction in the
Loan Bill was considerably below that
which it was proposed to expend on work-
ers' homes.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS :If
the member for Toodyay would take the
trouble to turn uip the schedule of the
Loan Estimates, he would ascertain that
there wvas very much more than £235,000
available for the completion of existingr
lines, and for new railways. The amount
exceeded that sum many times, and these
balances of appropriation 'were made
available for the completion of existing
lines under construction, and also for new
railways in addition to this provision,
which was supplementary to the existing
balances for appropriation already made.
In arguing that the money spent on rail-
way' s "-as distributed mole freely than
that spent in workers' homes, the member
for Toodyay was again wrong, as a great
amount of the expenditure on railways
was upon rails and fastenings, which
wvas not circulated in the State, hut went
outside the State. In connection with
the wvorkers' homes, however, the whole
of the money, including material and la-
bour, was spent in the State.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: Money spent on
railway construction benefited a greater
number of people, developed the country,
and was a continual source of revenue
to the State for all time. There was no
comparison in the benefit to be gained
from the two expenditures. The Gov-
erment were not acting in the best in-
terests of the country in proposing to de-
vote such a large sum of money to work-
ers' homes.

Mr. PRICE: With reference to the
provision of £10,000 in connection with
the Albany harbour works, he would like
to know whether it w'as the intention of
the Government to expend this money, or
whether they would do as they did with
regard to the last amount voted for har-
bour improvements--allow it to stand
over. On the last Loan Bill an item of
£20,000 was devoted for the purpose of
improvements to Albany harbour. Some-
thing like £400 had been spent, leaving
£19,600 still unexpended. The position
to-day was that there were absolutely no
facilities for handling the huge harvest
of the Great Southern district. Steamers
were unable to make use of the jetties
because there were no facilities foe~ hand-
ling the cargo, and wheat buyers would
not iiiy except to ship from Fremantle.
It could hardly be claimed that the Gov-
ernent had not been fully cognisant of
the condition of affairs at Albany. For
his owvn part, wvhile hie recognised that
the amount voted-that was, the amount
already unexpended and the amount on
the present Bill, making a total of nearly
£30,000-was q-uite sufficient to give the
Government an opportunity of cominene-
ing the work, what he wanted was an
assurance that something would he done
in the very near future. If these works
were not to lie commenced within a very
short space of time, the voting of the
present amcount was a sham and a delu-
sion, as it led the people to believe some-
thing would be done whereby the pro-
ducers within the district would he enabled
to ship their produce from the nearest
and most convenient port. That could only'
be done by these works bein -g immediately
carried out. It was to be hoped the
Minister would be able to give some
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assurance that this work would be pro-
ceeded with at an early date, and not
only that it would be proceeded with, but
that once commenced it would be ex-
peditiously pushed forward. He had
brought this matter repeatedly under the
notice of the Minister. Within the last
fortnight, a conference had been held at
Albany representative of the producers
along the Great Southern line, who were
in the sphere of the Albany port, and
they recognised not only the immediate
necessity of this work in connection with
getting their produce away, but its im-
portance in connection with the develop-
ment of the district. Unless settlers here
were able to take advantage of the
proximity of the port, and get their pro-
duce away by the cheapest possible means,
it was no advantage to settlers to go into
that portion. The Progress of the south-
ern portion of the State was being re-
tarded by the neglect of the Government
to carry out the works they had promised.
He recognised that something had been
done by the present Government, hut it
was one thing to prepare a plan and
point out what was proposed to be done,
and another thing to* do the work. Par-
liainent had shown its confidence in the
proposals of the Government by last year
voting the sum of £20,000, and hie was
sure no objection would be raised to the
present amount. If the Minister could
give some assurance that the work would
be started in the near future, it would
relieve the minds of those who had been
waiting for it to he carried out, and at
the same time would encourage the people
in the knowledge that the district was
receiving that consideration which had
been so long denied it.

Mr. S. STUBBS: As representing a
constituency which had Albany as its
nearest port, he wished to give the Com-
mittee an idea of how the present con-
dition of Albany was penalising the
farmers and settlers of the Great South-
ern. One illustration would not be out
of place. In conversation with a repre-
sentative of one of the largest wheat
buyers, he had been told the reason why
a penny a bushel more cou~ld not be
offered for wheat grown in his electorate

was the fact that the harbour facilities
at Albany were so wretched, and the cost
of handling the wheat so much. No
doubt the Government were sincere in
their desire to increase the harbour facili-
ties at Albany as well as at other ports,
but it was not enough to bring down an
amount on the Estimates every year if
the work was not carried out. He wanted
again to protest at the delay in the con-
struction of works anthorised by Parlia-
ment. It was to be h 'oped that the Min-
ister for Works would soon do away with
his day work system and let the contract
system have the work authorised by this
House, otherwise wve would not have any
progress made in the development of
agriculture.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: The provision of
harbonr facilities at Albany ought to he
immediately proceeded with. We had
realised, more particularly during the last
two or three years, that we were losing a
considerable amount each year for want
of these facilities. There was a desire
on the part of people affected to obtain
shipment through the nearest port and
enjoy those facilities which wvould lessen
the cost of handling by the cost of the
haulage of the bulk of their wheat alt
the way to Fremnantle. There were no
facilities for handling wheat at Albany
at all. Last year a barque had lain at the
jetty for seven weeks loading 1,500 tons.
It was to be hoped the Minister would]
give some assurance that the work of
providing the necessary facilities would
he proceeded with immediately. As the
main scheme adopted by the Government
would not be completed for a couple of
years he hoped the Government would im-
mediately provide some temporary fnaili-
ties for handling the harvests of this year
and the next.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: With
the provision in the Bill and the previous
authorisation there was a total sumn avail-
able to March 15th of just on £30,000 far
the Albany harbour works. Certainly the
port was not equipped with the facilities
wvhich the importance of the district de-
served. However, he could disclaim any
responsibility on that score. Had the
previous Government given attention to
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this matter, the harbour would have been
constructed and equipped long ago. It
was difficnlt to put the necessary equip-
ment on the existing jetty. While a lot
had been said at the last election as to
the proposals of the Liberal party in re-
gard to Albany, there was nothing in the
department to work upon. The Working
Railways lied suig.gested certain things
and the Works Departnient also had made
suggestions, but no definite proposal had
ever been prepared by the previous Gov-
erment. It was n ot an easy matter to
get out a hiarbour schemne rendering prac-
ticable the provision of immediate neces-
sities which would ultimately forma part
and parcel of the completed scheme. Real-
ising the importance of Albany the Gov-
ernment had appointed A-r. Rainsbothanu
to go into the matter and get out a scheme.
That scheme had since been adopted by
the Government, and the people of Al-
bany had approved of the general plans
prepared by Mr. Ramsbatham. Since then
the Government had not been idle, for
the working drawings were now com-
pleted. In the past the practice had been
to start before things were quite ready,
and the country had to pay for that prac-
tice. He trusted that in future works
the working drawings would be properly
completed and all the materials available
before anl earnest start was made. Thle
member for Wagin (Mr. S. Stubhs) bad
expressed the hope that the Government
would do the work by contract instead
of by day labour. No Government had
yet been game to let big hiarbour works
by contract. The late Mr. C. Y. O'Connor
had refused to tackle the Fremantle liar-
bour by contract.

Mr. S. Stubbs: Only recently a West
Australian contractor secured a big con-
tract of a quarter of a million pounds for
thle extension of the harbour at Mel-
bourne.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was one thing to let a contract and ant-
other thing to get it completed. He had
had to come to the rescue of contractors
who had taken contracts from the pre-
vious Government, and the same thing had
been experienced in South Australia and
other places. At Fremantle to-day the

department could nob get the piles re-
quired to be able to push on with the
work as fast as they would like, An en-
deavour had been made to get these piles
from private enterprise, but with out suc-
c-ess. So hopeless had the situation be-
come that the department was putting
in a special siding with a view to cutting-
its own piles so that the work could be
carried onl expeditiously.

Mr. S. Stubbs: Do 1 understand the
Minister to say that if lie called for ten-
ders for piles no firm is prepared to sup-
ply for the Freman tle or Albany bar-
hours to-morrow?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was inipossible to get piles in sufficient
quantities for the requirements of Fre-
m antle alone. Numbers of works were
stuck lip for the wvant of jarrah, and not
onily Government works, but private
works also were stuck for bricks, Yet
hon. members would say that it was wrong.
for the department to attempt to supply
its own requirements in this respect.
There was a number of private timber
mills, and now a State mill; yet it was
not possible to get jarrah delivered in
sufficient quantities to meet requirements.
In regard to thle Mlbany harbour, lie was
determined that when a start was made,
Proper plant would he available and -there
would be a guarantee that the material
would be ready to hand. The member for
Albany could rest assured that there
would be no delay in regard to the har-
bour. So too, in regard to other bar-
bours, although schemes had not yet been
adopted, this would be done as soon as
Mr. Thompson returned with a store of
informfationl as the result of his investi-
gations of harbours in other parts of the
world; and once the schemes were adopted
the improvements of those other harbours
would lie pushed on without further de-
lay.

Mr. PRICE : it was veryv gratifying
to hlear the remarks of Lte 'Minister re-
gardiur tile future prospects of the main
improvements at Albany. However, what
lie was most concerned about were the
immediate requirements. Wheat had
to be handled at Albany by hand. In
these days of machine handling it was
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ridiculous to think that growers in the
southern part of the State could not
take advantage of the nearest port.
What he wanted to get at was as to
whether there was any prospect of an
effort being made to deal with the pre-
sent requirements? He had not the least
doubt that so far as the main improve-
mients were concerned, they would be
commtenced at the earliest possible mo-
merit , and would be expeditiously carried
out. Bitt that would not dleal with the
immediate necesity with the fact that
to-day interstate steamers were unable
to get to the jetty at Albany, with the
fact that we had not at the port any
means whatever of handling wheat. That
was the main. difficulty which lie would
like to see overcome, namely, inmmediate
steps beingl taken to provide accommo-
dation. particularly for the interstate
boats, and also facilities for the handling
of wheat at something like reasonable
cost. Owing to the fact that. there wa's
no dredge at Albany capable of keepin~g
thle channel open, thle draught of water
at the town jetty was not sufficient to
carry steamers trading on the coast.
The latest boats, such as the ''Katoom-
ha,*' could not always get in, and it was
only at high tide that their captains%
were prepared to bring them alongside.
Even when they got there as bad hap-
pened in the case of the "Fiery Cross"l
last year, it was necessary to lie at
the wharf for seven weeks to load a
cargo of 1,500 tons. The same thing-
must occur this year. Despite the fact
that the hat-vest was five or six times
greater in the district, it would be impos-
sible to handle a single bag of wheat
at anything like a reasonable cost.

Honi. W. C. ANOWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) , With the hon. member hie sym*-
pathised seeing that it was im'possibte to
get steamers into Albany.

Mr. Price: Do not distort myy words.

Hlon. WT. C, ANOWVIN (Honorary Mlin-
ister) : Only a few wveeks ago the cry
was that boats could not enter Fre-
mantle but could get into Albany.

Thle Minister for Lands : He said to
the town jetty.

Ho. WV. C. ANOWIN (Honorary M2in-
ister) : Albany and every other har-
bour required dredging and none was
more in need of dredging than Fre-
mantle. The. future prosperity of the
State depended greatly on the depth
of water there.

Mr. PRICE : It was surprising that
the Honorary Minister should deliberate-
ly, distort Ins words and suppress other
words to make an attack which one might
have expected from some members buat
not from him. He had stated that the
steamers could not gyet to the town jetty
and not into the harbour. In subhstitut-
ing the word ''harbour'' for "'town jet-
ty" thle Honorary Minister had been able
to build uip a little tale in favour of Fra-
mantle,' bntt lie had not been fair.

rThle h[NJTSTFR, FOR. WORKS : This
iiuitter was uinder the control of the Com-
mnissioner of Railways who operated the
jetty and railways, and that oicial had
assured the Government that lie Could
make provision for thle handtlihig of the
harvest this year. Last year they were
somewhat slow and the appliances were
vcry primitive inideed, but this would be
overcome and the Comtmissioner had
assured the Government that there
would he no difficulties this year, and
that they would be able to handle the har-
vest with expedition.

Mr. MOORE :In regardl to the item
of £10.000 for Oeraldton harbour ini-
provements, the Minister should give an
assurance that this amouint wvould be
exp~ended in a reasonable time. The
needs of. Geraldton as regarded the har-
hou~r were urgent, as thle 'Victoria dis-
trict had a very heavy wheat crop. There
wils an item onl thle last Loan Estimates
for certa in work and all of it was not ex-
pended. Therefore a suim should be
available in addition to thle £10,000. He
wouild like ail assurance that somethingr
would be (lone without delay. Thle Mini-
ister had said hie was awaiting the re-
turn of the Engineer-ini-Chief for a re-
port, but something ought to be done be-
fore long.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
urgenc 'y of thle work was admitted. Ger-
aldtoa was a particularly dirneCult pro-
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position. The plans, as promised, would
be exhibited as soon as the scheme was
adopted. so that the people would know
what the Government proposals were.
Much difficulty would be overcomne and a
lot of objections would he removed by
thle erection shortly' of conveyers for
handling thle harvest this year. As a
matter of fact the gantries were practic-
all ,y complete. Last year there was con-
siderable delay at Gcraldton, but the
jetty, had been remodelled as far as thle
rails were concerned, and bad been
equipped with a conveyer which would
facilitate the loading of wheat to a great
extent, This would remove inuch of the
criticismn which had been levelled against
thle present and past Governments for
their neglect, and in the near future it
was hoped that the schenme would be
prepared.

Mr. FOLEY : In regard to the item
"Development of Mining, including bor-
ing for coal and miscellaneous, £E10,000,
this was the onl y sum mentioned in the
Bill for this purpose. There was a sum
of £E65,000 for Goldflelds water supply
and £7,500 for the Eastern gold fields,
but much of this expenditure would as-
sist the farming areas. Vlmen we con-
sidered what gold mining had done for
the State, it was surprising that hardlyv
one member of the Opposition had spoke
a kindly word regarding it. No one onl
the Government side had spoken an un-
kind word regarding those struggling in
other industries.

Air. S. Stubbs: Have they on this side?
Mr. F OLEY: But during the discussion

no hion. member of the Opposition had
spoken a word in favour of mining. The
£10,000 did not include money spent on
State batteries, but it was a very small
sumn in comparison with other items.
When thle Minister received requests froni
mining districts, hie should see that the
whole of this amount was expended dur-
ing the term. If that was done he he-
lieved mining -would revive. It was re-
viving at present, and perhaps with the
exception of one hon. member all were
glad that it was reviving.

The Minister for Works: What hon.
member are you referring to.

Mr, FOLEY: The remark was suffi-
cien tly pointed.

S-,Nr. MONGER: As reg-arded the group
of items "Other State Undertakings," lie
was surprised at the effrontery of Mfin-
isters in continually bringing down Inca-
sures to carry out their socialistic under-
takings,.

The CHAIRMAN: If the whole group
of items was dealt with, it would prob-
ably p~revent sime hon. member from
Speaking on the intermediate items.

Mr. MfONGER -, Th I'len as regarded
"Agri cul tural T mplenment Works, foun-
dry, meter, and general workshops,
£1.0,000.," he would like to point out that
this together with thie other amounts
totalled £06,000. whereas for new rail-
ways and rolling stock only £63,000 wvas
provided. Yet to enable the Government
to undertake their socialistic enterprises
we were asked to apply £0,000 out of
a loan of £2,000,000.

The CHAIRMAN: If the hon. member
continued in that strain he would have
to consider that thle whole group of itemns
bad been spoken on.

Mr. George: I want to speak on the
first item of the group. The hon. member
is only pointing out the facts.

Thle CHAIRMTAN: At present hie was
in the Chair and managing, the business.

Mr. MONGER: The Premier stated
this afternoon that the balance sheets
would not be placed on the Table of the
House until to-morrow afternoon. Not-
withstanding that from the 26th June last
until the present no opportunity badl been
lost to urge thle necessity for placing be-
fore the House the balance sheets in con-
nection with State enterprises, this hadl
not been done, and oin the eve of proroga-
tion we were asked to vote £10,000 to
one of these socialistic enterprises.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin (Honorary AMin-
ister) - There is no balance sheet for the
Implement Works yet.

Mfr. MTONGER: MNembers were want-
iug in self-respect to pass items like this
ait -such a late hour of the session without
knowing how far success or failure had
attended these undertakings. It was a
piece of great effrontery on the part of
Mfinisters to force members to pass the
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Loan Bill when the balance sheets of
their undertakings to the 30th June last
had not been furnished, It was a stand-
ing disgrace, and having shown such utter
failure in their promises to give the public
all information in regard to these enter-
prises we would be lacking in our duty
if we passed these items. The remarks
he was making with regard to the manu-
facture of implements by the State ap-
plied to other State undertakings as well.
We should have this information, because
for the past six months the people had
been asking for it.

Hon. W. C. Angwvin (Honorary Min-
ister) : These works have not been in
existence for six months.

Mr. George: But the money has been
spent for longer than that.

Hon. W. C. Angwvin (Honorary Mfin-
ister) : Not for making implements.

Mr. MONGER: If hion, members were
not pledged to carry out thle instructions
of another place they would support him
in his protest.

Mr. GEORGE: The House was en-
titled to have some information as to the
amount of money which had been spent
in preparing these works. Members had
a right to know from the Government the
total amount of money which had been
spent to date, because now wve were asked
to provide £C10,000 and we had not been
informed whether that £10,000 was for
additional plant, or for working capital,
or to enable the Government to sell im-
plements onl time payment after they had
been manufactured. The implement works
had been commenced and he would watch
with interest the progress that they would
make. The Government recently started
a new departure. by exhibiting at the
Royal Show a number of implements
which they had made. Some of them
were very good, but if thle Government
wished to carry out their programme to
Supply farmers at a more reasonable
price than those farmers had been sup-
plied by others in thle past it would have
been a good idea to have marked those
implements at the show in plain figures.

The CHATRAvVAN: The hon. member
was rather wide of the mark. He was
going beyond the item in the schedule.

Mr. GEORGE: Was he not within
fair hounds? This was the only oppor-
tunity he would have of discussing the
matter and be wanted to add that the
implements which were displayed at the
show were such that the Government
might well be proud of. What happened
there? One or two officials were sur-
rounded by people, alt of whom asked for
the prices, but it was impossible to get
them. There would have been an oppor-
tunity for prospective purchasers to com-
pare values and prices. The Mouse was
now entitled to know hlow far the Gov-
ernment p~roposed to go into this scheme
of manufacture. He learnt that it was
the intention of the Government to make
meters in connection with the water
supply. It wvas not a good policy to in-
vite people to come here and start an
enterprise of this kind and then to find
the Government entering into competi-
tion with them. Therefore it was desired
to know now how far the Government
were going into this matter of man ufac-
ture,

The Premier: We dealt with this que-s-
tion the other night on the Loan Estimates
and the members on your side fell asleep.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon. member ought to recognise that this
was essentially a matter to be dealt -with
onl the Loan Estimates and it was dealt
with when those Estimates were under con-
sideration. The passage of the Loan Esti-
mates represented the authorisation for the
expenditure of money on the particular
things which the member for Murray-
Wellingtlon was object in~z to. 'When those
Loan 'Estimates were before the House
he (the Minister for Lands) had all the
information which was necessary. He
only to-day had nas-sed that info rmation
on to the Colonial Secretary for uise when
the Appropriation Bill which covered the
Loan as well as the Consolidated Rev-
cnue Estimates. was before- the Leric~n-
tive Council. The amalgamation of the
works had represented a considerable
saving on the capital cost of the imnle-
meat works. In many respects the card-
tal cost had been kept down conside-rably,
hut in regard to the fixing of prices that
was not a matter that eoLuld have been
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attended to in connection with the show
because the implements were manufac-
tured mainly for exhibition purpose. It
was not intended originally to undertake
thle manufacture until the works were
erected, but there was a general desire
that the Government should exhibit at
the show and the result was the Gov-
ernment utilised one of the annexes to
the old harbour works for the manufac-
ture of these implements. 'Until the
works were opened in Janunary, however,
the Government would not real ly be start-
ing on a big scale.

M1r. George: Did you not sell at the
show?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Ques-
tions were asked as to the probable prices
of these iniplements and anl estimate of
what they would probably cost was given
whenever an inquiry was made. Since
that time a number of implements had
been man ufactured and supplied to farm-
eml. The Government, however, had
found out that efforts were being made
to injure the work of the Government,
because onl a particular instance the lashi-
ings on a harvester had been found to
have been deliberately cut while the har-
vester was in the truck. The implements
wlhich had been successfully supplied io
farmers, however, had given entire satis-
faction.

Mr. George: Have you any idea whvat
money has been spent?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
information was in his possession during
the previous week, but it had now been
passed onl to the Colonial Secretary.

Mr. GEORGE: Seeing that the Minis-
ter in charge of this particular work had
this information he could easily have
stated whether the expenditure involve']
would be £50,000 or £100,000.

The Minister for Lands: It is not
£C30,000.

Mrt. GEORGE: The Minister had not
explained what the £C10,000 in the sclied-
ule of the Loan Bill was for, whether it
was for extension of works or for work-
ing capital.

The Minister for Lands: It represents
thle estimated requirements in connection
with buildings, machinery and equipment.

Mr. GEORGE: That was in connection
with thle preparation of the workshops3,
etc.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Would the Min-
ister for 'Works tell the Committee what
he was doing in regard to the brickyards,
and hlow far the amount of £C5,000 would
carry him?

Thle MINISTER FOR, WORKS: The
estimat ed expendithire was £23,500, and
the additional £E5,000 would complete the
full equipment to turn out the bricks to
the quantity which had been anticipated.
He had not the details at the present mo-
mnent, but hie had had themu available for
the Loan Estimates. Next mionth the
Government would be making bricks. The
first bricks would be turned out in the
square kiln, and would be burnt for build-
ing an up-to-date Hoffmlan kiln. Before
the end of the financial year the Govern-
ment yards wvould be turning out double-
pressed bricks for Government purposes,
and he hoped that there would be some
available for the general public. The
price would be considerably below that at
present charged, which was prohibitive1,
owing to the fact that the supply was
not equal to the demand.

Mir. George: F~ifty shillings "nw.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS:- That

was the price at the kiln. A really first-
class brick would cost something close onl
£4 per thousand to-day. A really good
brick could not be obtained without turn-
ing over about 5,000 to get 11000.

Mir. S. Stubbs:- Will the Government
make a better brick than the private
yards

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Uni-
questionably. The Government would
have thle most modern machinery, and it
was recognised by all authorities that the
shale which would be used was the best
in thle State. With better material and
more up-to-date plant the Government
should be able to turn out a better brick.
The Armadale and Cardup yards were
the only two yards which were turning
out a good brick, Thle Government did
get a certain percentage of first-class
bricks from them, but the percentage was
too small for their requirements. Gen-
erally speaking, the bricks had to he
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picked to such an extent that the cost
of brickrwork to-day was high in comn-
parison with the price of the bricks. As
a matter of fact, he had been complaining-
to the Bricklayers' Union in regard to
the price of brick work, and they had
'represented that the only way to reduce
the price wvas to reduce the standard of
work. Tire standard of work was beyond
the standard of the material, and they had
to turn over so many bricks to get a suit-
able brick for the purpose of the work
in hand. A few years ago that had not
beeii so, but to-day the demand for bricks
was so great that the supply was limited,
and tire difficulty of getting a good brick
was greater in consequtenlce.

Mr. GEORGE: What were the inten-
tions of the Government with regard to
the manufacture of terracotta work?
Only last week a complaint had been
brought under his notice that a party of
four men at Cardup had found a deposit
of terracotta clay, after searching for
many years. They wvere skilled men, and
had had years of experience at this
work, and after making the discovery at
the expense of much time and money
they had made application to the Lands
Department for a lease. Those men had
been kept on the string until last week,
when, at their request, he had made repre-
sentations to the Lands Department, and
found that a letter was supposed to have
been sent to them in August, stating that
they could not get a lease of this deposit,
because the Government proposed to util-
ise it. That letter had never been re-
ceived. It was not a fair thing when men
had brought their experience and skill into
operation to find a deposit of suitable
stuff for the manufacture of an article
which was not manufactured in Western
Australia at present, that they should be
turned down.

The MIfNISTER FOR WORKS: If
the statement made by the hon. member
was correct, a great injustice had been
done to those men, but the facts showed
that the statement was incorrect. Mr.
Bradshaw, the manager of the State
Brickyard, had discovered this clay, and,
on having it analysed by the Government
Analyst, and finding that it was a really

good clay, he had asked the Lands De-
partment to reserve the deposit. After
the deposit had been tested by Mr. Brad-
shaw, and it was known that the test had
been satisfactory, the men referred to by
the member for Murray-Wellington had
applied for the deposit.

Hon. J1. Mitchell: When did Mr. Brad-
shaw reserve itl

The MUINIST ER FOR WORKS: jA
long time before these men had applied.
He had personally told these men that
their application had come in after Air.
Bradshawv had discovered the deposit and
asked for it to be reserved. He hoped
that after getting thre manufacture of
bricks going lie would be able to turn out
pipes, tiles, and other terracotta work gent-
erally.

Mr. GEORGE: If the facts were as
stated by the Miniister, the action taken
by the Government was entirely correct,
but these men had made application in
June last, and a letter was said to have
been sent to them on, 8th August, telling
them that they could not get a lease of
the deposit. If that land had been re-
served prior to their application, the
Lands Department should have replied to
them to that effect at once. and not have
kept them on the string until he had ob-
tained a definite reply from Mr. Clifton
last wveek. With reference to the item of
sawmills, anxiety had been occasioned to
many People in this State through the in-
terchange of opinions which had passed
between the Federal Government and the
State Government, more especially' the
questions asked ia the Federal House the
other evening and the replies given to
them. Could the Premier, having put
the country to this immense expeaffi-
lure in regard to the supply of these
sleepers, give some explanation to the
House on the position which had arisen.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Was not the
Premier going to answer the inquiry of
the hon. member for furray-Wellington?

The Premier: I thought you wanted
to have a word or two first.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier
seemed to think he was here for his own
pleasure. He was here to do the busi-
ness of the country. The country had a
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right to knowv something about the posi-
tion in regard to these sawmills. He sin-
.cerely hoped the Premier would keep
the contract with the Federal Govern-
mnent.

The PREMIER: The hon. member sin-
cerely hoped nothing of the sort, as lie
and others had been out to ight all along
the line to prevent it, but we had ob
.tined the contract in spite of their oppo-
sition. The amount he had provided was
for the purpose of completing the erec-
tion of these sairils to supply in the
first instance sleepers for the Trans-
Australian railway. The position, so far
as lie knew from memory, was that the
:State Government entered into a contract
to commence the supply of powellised
sleepers at a given dlate. In the mean-
time in order to help the Federal Gov-
,erment to push on wvith the railway we
agreed to supply them with a certain
quantity of jar-ah sleepers which we
could get from the liewers. Hon. mem-
bers would appreciate the fact that it
ws not until August, 1.912, or, there-
abouts that the contract was entered into
and now it was December, 1918: Not-
withstanding the fact that the agreement
was sent over for signature of the Fed-
eral Government some time in May last
it had not yet been returned to him
signed by the Federal Government. He
bad been assured, however, by the Prime
Minister that it would be sig-ned so he
had no misgivings on that account. He
had no misgivings at any time, as the coil-
tract had been entered into, we had re-
ceived the acceptance of the tender, and
them had been part performance under
the contract, so lie had not been afraid.
The contract was agreed to about Aug-
ust, 1912, and we immediately procecded
to send out gangs of men to locate the
forests and decide on sites For the mills.
Immediately the sites were fixed tenders
wore called for, and the necessary' ma-
cinery and equlipmnit were obtained. At
the same time work was commenced in
the eniunry where we had to construct
railways. In connection with No. I mill
a siding was quickly put in, but there
wvas difficulty in establishing the mill
Owinz to the wet weather which inter-
retied. There had really been two wvin-

ters and one Summer in connection with
this work, and when he told members that
it had been necessary to send block
and tackle to lift horses out of thme quag-
mire they would realise thme difficulties
that had had to be contended with. At
other times there had often been dijfit
rally in getting food taken to the men
on the job owing to the condition of the
roads, lie had seen somethiin of the
condition of the roads himiself the other
day, and had expressed surprise that the
engineers had been able to work at all
uinder the circumstances. The -No. I1 mill
was now in a position to operate and it
had been decided to work the mill on two
shifts to catch up what we would be in
arrears, which was not a very great
amount. As a matter of fact it did
not emlbarrass the Federal Government
in the slightest degree. Not long ago
they had to ask us not to send along so
many sleelpers, and we eased down oine-
w'hat. In the circumstances we made ap-
plication to the Federal Government to
allow us a little extension of time for
the purpose of commencing these sup-
plies under the contract, agreeing at the
same time to put on a second shift for
the purpose of catching uip so as to Fulfil
the contract according to the time, except
at the commencement. They wrote us a
very curt letter saying that they had re-
ceived our request, and stating [lint after
very careful consideration they h ad de-
cided that they wvere unable to accede to
our request in the public interest. They
did not tell its exactly wvhat they meant
by "the public interest."1 and said in dlie
second paragraph that unless wye kept
the contract in regard to dates of delivery*
they would be compelled to cancel the cen-
tract. He considered that w'as a letter
which w~as not warranted tinder the cir-
cumstances, not for a moment. It was
continually the practice not only of the
State Government. butt, he believed, the
Federal Government as well, even in the
supply of materials whlich hung ull the
completion of a job. to give extension of
time when those aking [lie contract had
been faced with difficulties it wast im-
possible for them to prevent. In our
case these were acts of God over which
we bad absolutely no control whatever-,
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and in the circumstances hie had never
for a, moment expected but what the
Federal Government would give the ex-
tension of time requested, particularly in
view of the fact that we had spent some-
thing like £120,000 in construction of
mills, thus showing that we were in ear-
nest on the matter and not playing wvith
them, as some people wvho took contracts
dlid. The request was a fair and genuine
one, and one whichi might easily hav e been
met by the Federal Government. The q1ues-
[ion arose as to whether they were going
to p ut that threat into operation. Person-
ally he did not think they would do so.
He hoped they would see wvhen further
facts were put before them, that it would
not he in the interests of the public to do
so. We were supplying them with sleep-
ers at a price they could not get any-
where else in the world, so the general
taxpayer of Australia was benefiting and
we were putting railways into the dis-
tricts where thle sawmills were, and that
wvould be a benefit for settlement there.
as when the timber wvas taken out we in-
tended to throw the land open to set-
tlers, because it wvas particularly suitable
for the dairying industry. He thought it
was recognised and appreciated through-
out the South-West by Liberal and Lab-
our supporter alike that the action of the
Government in this directioni was one that
commended itself to the people and
should commend itself to the Federal
Government. He hoped the Federal Gov-
ernment would see the wisdom of not
putting into operation their threat. He
wanted to know definitely wvhether they
meant what they said, Of course, if they
did we should have to look to other fields
for disposing of the timber, and he as-
sured hon. members we would have no
difficulty at all. He was not a bit un-
nerved about it. He noticed the Prime
Minister said ''that no friction existed,
but there were signs that the contract for
the supply of sleepers wvould not be ful-
filled-certainly not within the time speci-
fied-and time was pressing with the re-
quirements of the railway." That was
absolutely incorrect. He had been in-
formed that Senator Pearce, or one of
the other Western Australian Federal

members, had asked what number ot
sleepers was stacked at Kalgoorlie and
the Federal Government had refused to
give thorn the information. The fadt re-
nmained that the railwvay was not being
hung uip in the slightest degree. If it was
we could supply them with a further
quantity of jarrah sleepers to keep them
going for a couple of months, .but there
had been no suggestion of that sort,
merely the curt reply 'hv-le had read. He
was ,iot in the habit of imputing motives,
but he could not understand the conduct
of the Federal Government in giving a
reply of that kind, that it was in the
public interest that they might be called
upon to cancel the contract. After all the
Federal authorities ought to understand
that people in this part of the State were
people of the Commonwealth, and were
just as much entitled to consideration as
those in any other part of the Common-
wealth. He was not, however, unnerved
about the matter as he thought we could
find another market very well. We had
turned down an application from one of
the States to supply a million sleepers
on the same terms as they were being
supplied to the Commonwealth at the
time wVe were negotiating with the Com-
monwealth. All that remained for him
to say was that it would be unfair, in fact
disgraceful, treatment on the part of one
Government to another if the Federal
authorities carried out their threat.

Mr. GEORGE: As something over
£120,000 had been spent on these saw-
mills one kmew this would be a matter
which would give the Premier consider-
able anxiety. Personally he did not think
it was a question of a Federal Liberal
Government trying to turn down the
'Western Australian Labour Government,
but a matter of ordinary business routine.

Trhe Premier: I hope it is not, but I
am unable to fathom the reason.

Mr. GEORGE: The anxiety of the
Federal Government must come about
from the fact that they' were under heavy
expenditure as soon as they got the line
started, and if an 'ything happened to pre-
vent them from going on with the lint!
continuously it would mean that the cost
to make that line would be swelled up
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very much. lie could understand the
anxiety on the part of the Federal Gov-
ernment.

The Premier: They have nocause for
anxiety.

Mr. GARDINELR : Was the Minister
for Works to stand as a consummate pre-
v'aricator of the truth, or was the Min-
inter insincere ? Had the Minister
made any provision on these Estimates
for the initial cost of the construction
of a jetty at Onslow 9

The CHAIRMAN: These were not the
'Estimates at all; the Estiniates had been
passed. The question could not be al-
lowed.

Ron. J. MITCHELL: Did the Pre-
mnier expect in a month or two to be able
to keep faith with his contract?

Thle Premier: There is not the slightest
doubt about it.

Ron. J. MITCHELL: There was a
,considerable doubt. At the very incep-
tion a bad bungle had been made.

The Premier: No.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: It was quite

certain that if the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment endeavoured to make the Pre-
mier live up to his contract we would
hae" the Premier rushing about the coun-
try and declaring that hie was not get.-
ting a fair deal from the Commonwvealth
Government. The Premier had made too
much of this question. Of course it was
to be hoped the Federal Government
would give the Premier the time he re-
quired to get his sawmills started, but the
Premier had shown exceedingly bad taste
and had proved himself a bad business
man in connection with this contract.

Mr. GARDINER: Where bad the
Minister for Works made provision for
the Onslow jettly in accordance with his
definite promise?

The CHAIRMAN: The question could
not be allowed.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: What did the
Premier propose to do with the £8,000
provided for the State Steamship Ser-
vice? Was he going to bay another
steamer or was it to make provision for
some person to sell one of the steamers?
What did the Premier mean to do with
the £E8,000?

The PREMIER: It was to complete
the autliorisation for the purchase of the
steamers. The amount provided in the
previous Loan Bill had been insufficient
by some £8S,000.

Hon. J. MIHTCHELL: The steamers
had cost £165,000 in the first place and
now we had this £C8,000, niaking a total of
£.113,000.

The Premier: That is not correct. We
had not the full amount in the first place.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It was a won-
der the Premier had brought down even
this itemi, seeing hie had not consulted
Parliament in the first instance. It was
understood that the steamers had 'been
paid for months ago, yet nowv we were
told this £8S,000 was necessary to complete
the purchase. Probably it was necessary
to cover the cost of repairs to some
steamer. We were told that the "Western
Australia" had to he tied up to the wharf
to save expense.

The Premier: Why is the "Western
Australia" like you?

Hon. J. ITCHELL: The Premier
had no right to reply in this flippant
fashion. Already the Premier had caused
enough trouble this session by his abom-
inable behaviour. The Premier should
treat these questions more seriously.
However, it 'vas futile to ask the Pre-
mier for information on this or any
other subject.

The PREMIER: Already he had told
the lion. member all that there wvas to
tell. He wvas not going to discuss the
pros and cons of the State Steamship
Service with the lion. member to-night.
The previous authorisation was for
£100,000. That amount had been ex-
ceeded by something like £5,000 up to
date. He wvas asking for authority for
£:8.000 in order to complete the payment
of accounts in connection with, the
steamers purchased. If lie was using
loan funds wrong-fully in connection
with thle steamship service let the Audi.
tor General draw attention to it and in-
form Parlianment of it.

Mr. Wisdom : You do not take much
notice of him.

The PREMIER: Indeed he did. The
hon. member was quite wrong.
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Mr. Wisdom: What about his reportY

The PREMIER: As a matter of fact
lie was taking notice of the Auditor Geni-
eral 's report, and would to-morrow table
some replies to it. He disagreed entirely
writh the system of the Auditor General
submitting reports to Parliament without
the Treasurer being given anl opportunity
of at the same timie placing before Par-
liament his reasons -for taking, certain
actions. This system served to create a
false impression in the minds both of
Parliament and of the people. The An-_
(litor General's report w'as presented to
Parliament criticising the Treasurer, who
knew nothing whatever about it until see-
ing the report in common with others. It
was Unfair and unwise, but it Was the
law. However, lie was going to give his
side in respect to some of the questions
contained in the Auditor General's re-
port by placing on the Table replies to
some of that officer's criticism. The
£C8.,000 referred to was for clearing uip
capital expenditure.

Hots. 4. MITICHELL: The informna-
tion supplied by the Premier in regard
to the steamers was just what might have
been expected. There was onl the sche-
dule an itemn of £:26,000 for Stale hotels.
The Premier had said a few days ago
that he intended to build a couple of
hotels. It seemed a very big amount for
a couple of hotels in country districts.

The PREMIER: The proposal was to
build, not two but three hotels which,
furnished, would represent something like
£6,000 a-piece. A certain amount was
also considerned necessary for tile purpose
of any further hotels which might be
erectedl. He still held the opinion that
an hotel at Rottnlest would be of advan-
tage to Rottuiest as a tourist resort, froni
the point; of view of less drinking as well
as of comnplying with the demands of the
patrons of the Island. In the meantimie
he had provided a temperance booth
where temperance drinks could be ob-
tained, though lie had niot made any pro-
vision for analysing those drinks, with a
view to discovering whether they con-
tained any alcohol. If a license was ob-
tained for- a State hotel at Rottnest it
would niot be necessary to erect a build-

ing- because the old Government House
on the island if renovated and furnished
would make ideal premises for the pur-
pose, hut owing to the inability to get a
license it was idle, whereas it could have
been returning the difference between a
loss and a proflt. In the circumstances
we were acting unwisely in the interests
of thme State. A huge quantity of liquor
was taken to Rottniest. Steamers were
doing a lot of business, and they wvere
refusing charters on the river because
they could make more in a couple of hours
at Rottuiest.

Mfr. HARPER: Did this item include
provision for a State hotel at Yealer-
iug'i

'The Premier: No, it did not.

[Hon. 31l. F. Troy took the Chair.]

Mr. HARPER: A large number of set-
tlers there desired a State hotel, and if
the Premier was not prepared to build
one would hie allow a license to be
granted 9 The place wanted a good hotel
and the absence of one was keeping it
hack. A'. largely signed petition had been
presented praying for a State hotel, but
failing that there were people who were
prepared to build onesi

The PREMIER: There was no inten-
tion to build an hotel at Yealeriuig. If
the licensing bench desired to grant a
license to a private individual they could
do so. This proposition did not warrant
the State expending £C5,000 at this junc-
ture. He was not prepared to accept the
statement that the absence of an hotel
was keeping the place back. If that were
so. it would- apply all over the State.

Mr. Harper: I can prove it.
The PR JvM1ER:- Then the lion. mern-

ber could get a license. Yealeriug was
only a siding on the Wick-epin-Merredin
line, and would not warrant the construc-
tion of ain hotel such as the State built.
It might warrant a wayside license.

Mir. E. B. Johnston: What about Cordi-
ginl?

The PREMIER: That was being kept
in mind.

Mr. Harper: This will be half-way be-
tween the two places.

3901



302[A.SSEMBLY.]

[Jfr. MeDo wall resumed the Chair.]

The PREMER; It was a proposition
on which be would not spend £5,000.

M1r. S. STTJBBS: The Mlinister for
Works and the member for Coolgardie
bad endeavoured to misconstrue his state-
ment wvith regard to workers' homes. He
desired it to be recorded in Hausard that
his remarks were never intended to be
in opposition to the Government in erect-
ing workers' homes. The member for
Coolgardie bad tried to make out that
he was opposed to the establishment of
such homes. He had endeavoured to show
that if we could build two homes for
every one that was being built now, it
would be an advantage. He objected,
strongly to the misconstruction when he
had simply indicated where economies
could be effected.

The PREMIER: The House appreci-
ated the fact that the hon. member was a
supporter of the scheme, but £200 would
not provide a fit home.

The Mfinister for Works: You cannot
build one for that amount.

Mr. S. Stubhs: I can build one. I
hare ]ived in them, too.

The PREIER: At West Subiaco we
were building workers' homes, and to
assert that they could be built there for
£2110 would be absurd.

Mfr. S. Stubbs: I did not say at 0i
places.

The PREMIfER: The Government were
building themn where it was known they
would prove a sound investment. West
Subiaco was wvell within the metropoli-
tan area, and to build other than .substan-
tial places would he detrimental to the
interests of the Government as lenders
of the money. To say that a house could
.be built there for £200-

Mr. S. Stimhbs : I did not say so.
The PREMIERR -: Hon. members were

not serions in their objection to the
item.

Mr. Harp-.er : f am.
The PREMIER -: But the hion. member

was not taken seriously. The £350,0600
was to cover the period from, 30th June-
last until March, 1915. This was a
period of almost two years and the
amount was not nearly sufficient. He

was doubtful whether the Workers'
Homes Board would be able to carry on
with it.

Mr. E. B. Johnston : Why not increase
it ?

The PREI3IIER : It was easy to in-
crease the amount, but could we get the
money ? The amount had been kept
below what the Workers' Homes Board
requested and lie anticipated trouble on
that account. Our operations already
amounted to almost this sum because
a good class of home was being built and
men earning a small wage were being
permitted to obtain a home tinder con-
ditions which were impossible previously.
The farmners' representatives ought to
lose sight of the ghost in the locker and
not play off. the country against the
tbwn. There was no room for that in
Western Australia.

Hon. J. M-itchell :Who is doing that!
The PREMIER :The hon. member

for one. He and his party were pledged
to the purchase of the Perth trains and
since the purchase they had been com-
plaining that the money had not heen
spent in the countryv. That "'as the ob-
ject of the Farmers and Settlers' As-
sociation. The workers' homes scheme
was not a part of their policy but they
had used it for the purpose of catching
votes. While progress w-as being made
in the country, we had to face the prob-
lemi of providing homies for the industrial
classes.

lion. .1. Mitchell :We do not object
to that.

The PREMIER : Did members of the
Opposition desire to have slums in the
City? The workers had to live and the
Governmnent desired that they should
live under reasonable conditions. One
of the things lie was pleased to show visi-
tors; was that the workers had as good
homes, if not better, than could be found
in any other part of the world. He was
proud not only of that but of the fact
that they were required to have a fair
quantity of land. The Board bad re-
fused to supply funds for homes on land
with less than 40 feet frontage. Good
men had failed because their homes had
not been as attractive as they should
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hiave lbeen and the Government desired
that the worker should feel that his
home wvas the best place on earth. He
would not issue any instruction to the
board to cease building decent homes.
If lie had to curtail the operations of the
board it would be by building fewer
homes and not by building anything less
substantial than at present. He was
proud that the Government were respon-
sible for the introduction of a scheme
which would give the workers homes
satisfactory to themselves and to the
State.

Mr. S. STUBBS :At one stage of the
argument the Premier said that his dif-
ficuilty' would he to find suifficient money
to carry out the requirements of the
board and that he would have to stop
building wokes homes.

The Premier :No I did not say that.
Mr1. S. STUBBS :And in the next

breath hie said he would rather see fewer
homes built in order that they might all
be decent places.

11r. Lewis :It is not a borne, it is a
h ovel.

Mir. S. STUBBS : It would interest
the lion. member who had just inter-
jected to know that he (Mr. S. Stuhbs i
had for seven years lived in a house in
Claremont which was erected in ten days
and iii that house he had reared a fam-
ily.

The Premier :I have been in a church
erected in one day.

Mr. S. STUBEBS : That house was
still in existence, and it was constructed
entirely of jarrah, and there was not an
hon. member who could say anything
else but that it was a nice, decent villa.

Mr. Fole 'y :You cannot buy it now
for L2.50

Mr. S. STUBBS Notwithstanding
the fact that the cost of labotur was at
that time ]5s. and 20s. a day, it was
built for £250.

Mlr. Foley : Howv long ago 9
Mr. S. STUBBS3: N\ineteen years ago.

A misconstruction had been placed on the
attitude of members on the Opposition
side. He defied the Premier to contra-
dict him when hie declared that in Wagin
the firm with which be was connected

had built a number of respectable cot-
tages that any lion. member would be
glad to live in, for less than £C300. The
population of. this country was not suffi-
cient to warrant the continual expendi-
ture of hug-e sums of money on building
expensive cottages when good ones could
be erected for less than £300.

The Premier :What are they lined
with 9

Air. S. STUBBS : Jarrah. and polished
jarrah at that, and there were good ceil-
iugs and ventilators in them. A man
did not want to live in any house better
than those to which he had referred.
We were not in a position to he extra-
vacant, and it was to be regretted that
hon. members on the Ministerial side
seemed to think that all the Opposition
members were concerned about were the
farmers. lHe (Mr. Stubbs) was elected
to represent every section of the corn-
inanity, and lie had endeavoured to do
his best in that direction, and he strongly
objected to the insinuations which were
being hurled at members on the Opposi-
tion side that they were continually see-
ing through one set of glasses.

The Premier: You will admit that there
is a ghost in the cupboard I

Mr. S. STUIBBS: Nothing of the kind.
The Premier sometimes did not uphold
the dignity of his high office. The Pre-
mier could laugh, but it was not a laugh-
ing matter. The lion. gentleman held the
highest position in the State next to that
of the Governor, and it was regrettable
to see him on ninny occasions throwing
insinuations across the Chamber and be-
having as mnembeirs regretted to see him
behave. He (Mr. Stubbs) objected to
these insinuations and he was not going
outside the House to say so. He would
tell the Premier so to his face. The Pre-
mier no doubt on calm reflection would
reg'ret what hie often said.

The Mlinister for Lands: I would not
have him in Wagin any more if I were
you. Invite me in his place.

Mir. S. STUBEBS: The Premier had
charged the Opposition on many occa-
sions with doing things that were abso-
lutely untrue, and it was about time that
kind of thing was stopped. The Premier,
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on mature consideration, would see that
that kind of conduct was oftentimes un-
warranted and unbecoming. It was to be
hoped that in the next Parliament these
continuial bickerings and insinuations
would cease. The only effect they had
was to degrade politics and Parliament.
He was sorry that he had to speak in
this way, but lie could not allow the op-
portunity to paus without making some
reference to what had taken place.

'The PREMIER: The member for
Wag in could rest assured that lie (the
Premier) regretted very much if lie had
said anything at any time to hurt him.
He was not aware, however, that he had
said anything unkind to the lion, mem-
ber. The hion. member asserted that he
could build houses for £250, and lie sug-
gested that the lion, member should go to
the W~orkers' Homes Board and offer to
show them how that could be done.
Tenders were called repeatedly for the
erection of those homes.

Mr. S. Stubbs: I did not say I could
build bick houses.

The PREMIER: The Workers' Homes
Hoard were not insisting on brick houses,
but as a rule they tried to build houses
of substantial material. It also had to
be remembered that if houses were built
which were not Substantial, and which
were liable to take fire, the charges for
insurance were almost always very much
higher, so that it cut both ways. He was
still not satisfied that there had been
any extravagance in the building of
workers' homes. With regard to the
ghost in the cupboard, the hon. member
knew to what lie referred.

Mr. S. Stubbs: I am sure I do not.
The PREMIER: Hon. members sitting

opposite representing farmers' constitu.
encies were returned as Liberals-

The CHAIRMAN: It was difficult to
see what that had to do with the item in
the schedule that the Committee were dis-
cussing.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Members had a
perfect right to criticise the work of the
Government in this connection. It was
realised that while the limit was £550 it
was not necessary to advance the full
amount at all times. The Premier in his

defence accused members sitting on the
Opposition side of the House with op-
posing this scheme.

The Premier: Well, what have you
been doing all to-night?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It was no use
the Premier talking like that.

The Premier: No fewer than four
members have spoken against the work-
ers' homes to-night.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Members had
merely made comparisons, and there was
no reason why they should not do so.
Criticism wvas helpful, and the Premier
had no right to object to it.

Mr. FOLEY; Every member of the
Opposition who had spoken on this item
had spoken in such a way as would not
lead one to believe that he was favour-
able to it. Members bad drawn a com-
parison betwveen the money coming back
from the Agricultural Bank and from
agricultural railways, and that coming
back from the workers' homes. The Gov-
ernment had a better chance of getting
prompt payments from those who ob-
tained workers' homes than they had
from the people who obtained advances
from the Agricultural Bank. The farm-
ers expected the bank to assist them in
every possible way when they were in
trouble. He contended that the opera-
tions of the Workers' Homes Act were
giving the employers a greater scope to
get better men in every class of employ-
ment, because if a man could live in good
conditions he would do better work for
the ma~n who employed him. The mem-
ber for Wagin had said that a house of
the value of £250 was ample, but in the
metropolitan centres the municipal build-
ing laws would not allow a man to put
up a house for £250, because certain
areas were brick areas and weatherboard
houses were not allowed. He was posi-
tive that a man could not get a house put
up at a cost of under £400 even uinder
the workers' homes system, but for a
little over £400 he could *get a good
brick house. Some houses which hail
been built at West Subiaco for
workers' homes were a monument to
the day labour system. The landlords
generally did not want the workers'
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homes because they were reducing the
rents. When immigrants had been arriv-
ing in big numbers some time ago there
had been frequently seen the spectacle of
four or fire families living in one house
tinder conditions that did not tend to the
making of good Australians. Houses
which had been advertised for 8s. 3d. a
week years ago were now bringing £1 a
week, hut uinder the workers' homes sys-,
tem the tenant would not have to pay
more than 12s. 6d. for such houses. All
classes of tradesmen employed iii connec-
tion with the workers' homes mnust be
doing good work, otherwise the results
could not be obtained for the money. An
alteration was desirable in iegard to the
conditions uinder which workers' homes
were obtained. The form of application
required the applicant to say whether he
was at present the owner of a house, or
whether his wife -was the owner of a
house. It was quite right that a man
should not get a worker's home if either
he or his wife already owned a house, buit
there was nothing at present to prevent
a man after he had obtained a worker's
borne buying another house. The hoard
should take into consideration whether it
was advisable that a man who had ob-
tained one home from the board should
be allowed to buy another and lease it.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The Govern-
ment were doing the right thing in build-
ing good, solid brick houses, and he hoped
they would not for a moment consider
the suggestion that a lower standard of
house should be built. Private owners of
property had said that it did not pay to
build wood and iron houses as compared
with brick. Under the Workers' Homes
Act, if a house was built of brick, the
worker had 30 years in which to pay off
the cost, whereas if it was built in jarrah
or iron he was allowed only 15 years. In
the southern climate it was necessary that
people should have brick houses because
of the better protection against the wet
winter and also because of the batter
security for the Government. The work-
men in the Great Southern districts had
had to pay high rents for houses of in-
ferior character, but to-day uinder the
provisions of the Act they could get

houses of a much better value for con-
siderably less rent and they were making
their owvn the houses they occupied. The
Government were more likely to be called
upon to increase the maximum to £600
where a man had a big family, than to
reduce it. This was not a question of
town versus country, because the benefits
of the Act w~ere being availed of in
country districts. He hoped this assist-
ance would be increased so that the
rural workers might get decent homes
for their wives and families in the small
centres adjacent to their work.

Mr. HARPER: At various times he
had listened to a lot of arrant rot, but
hie did not think hie had ever listened to
any greater rot than he had heard talked
by lion, members opposite in regard to
workers' homes. The country at the pres-
ent time was absolutely in poverty; it
was head over ears in debt; we had a
big deficit, and we did not know where
to get money. In the next loan the
Government got, if they did get one, they
would have to buy the money at a high
rate of interest. He protested against
a poverty-stricken Government like the
present Government of Western Australia
spending so much money in the cities and
absoluttely starving the country districts.
The Government were not warranted in
spending this huge sum of money in pal-
atial residences above the income and
station of the people they were intended
for. The extravagance that working-
people were encouraged in by the Govern-
men t was absolutely appall ing. The work-
ers in the towns were going to have pal-
atial residences, whereas the workers on
farms had to have what they could get.
The farmer often had to live in a hut.
Expenditure like this made one think the
country was drifting into a state of chaos,
and one did not know where it was going
to end. Conditions were being built uip
which would operate against the producer.
The producer had to pay for this kind of
thing every time. The Government pro-
posals were not fair to those who had
spent their money in building houses for
the workers in the past. Personally he
did not own a house, of any description
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apart from what he lived in, and there-
fore he could not be accused of being a
landlord, but as one who had an interest
in the country he feared the ultimate
effects of the spendthrift ioliey of (lie
day. Men working on farms could not
have these palatial residences, and it was3
a monstrous absurdity to have them put
up at Subiaco, Cottesloc, Leederville, and
other place;, and even at Narrogin. At
Narrogin a working man had pnt up two
or three cottages for a safe investment,
and was getting rents of 12s., a week;
the Government caie along- with their
money borrowed at five per cent. and~
built cottages and emptied those of
men who had erected workers' homes as
an investment. He knew an individual
who had suffered fromt the competition
of the Govern ment in erecting these work-
ers' homes, What was this country likel 'y
to come to if thle rights of the people were

not goigto be considered? 'We appeared
to be drifting iiito stagnation and confis-
cation as fast as we possibly could.

Mr. Foley: Why not say civil war?
Mr. HARPER: The Liberal Govern-

ment could not be accused of such extra-
valganlce.

The Premier: T thought you had joined
the other party.

Mr. HARPER: It was a pity the Pre-
mier did not think something solid and
tangible, something with reason And com-
mon sense in it. The Premier was like
the boy who fell out of the balloon; lie
was like the boy who did not catch the
hare. The Government were building
palatial residences with grand foundations
and elaborate fronts, at an exorbitant
rate-f9 per thousand bricks had been
paid to build some of these cottages-
and they had the enormous audacity to
propose to build a State hotel at Wougan
Hills of timber. The Government had
also endeavoured to put uip a Police Court
of boards at Brookton. If these workers'
homes became empty who was going to
pay for upkeep and depreciation?

Hon. W. C. Angwvin (Honorary Min-
iser):t They will never be empty while a
Labour Government are in power.

Mr. HARPER: Was the Honorary
Minister going to fill them? One did not

think he was so productive as to fill them
all, although he might be a good trier. He
(M,%r. Harper) was strongly against the
piling tip of enormous expenditure in the
cities when the country districts were
starving for money. It was a crutel and
wicked thing to carry on as we were doing
at the present time. So far as lie could
see, there would be no limit to these work-
'men's cottages, as everyone would go in
for building them on. the terms offering.
People might occupy them for a year or
two, then abandon them and clear out to
some other part of the world. If such
a thing happened, who was going to pay
the piper? The people in the agricul-
tnral districts with vested interests were
going to pay the piper. He did not know
ainy country in thle world that had worse
administration and a worse Government
I haii Western Australia. Extravagant ex-
penditure was being iled up right and
left, and] so far as the wage-earners were
concerned shorter hours and higher pay
was the policy. An interjection had been
made that members on the Opposition side
were anxious to get into power.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
could not be allowed to make a speech
on an interjection; there would be no end
to it.

Air. HARPER: On his farm he had a
worker's cottage which cost £135; it con-
tained three rooms and a kitchen, and wvas
very comfortable. He had lived in many a
worse house himself. There were weather-
board houses which with care would 'last
30 years; they were lined inside and were
comfortable, wvell ventilated, cool build-
ings. If hie was asked to put tip workers'
homes of the description put up by the
Government he could not pay for them;
the farmer could not stand such extra-
vagance as that. If the farmer had to be
taxed for these extravagant and palatial
buildings iii the town, the farmer himself
should be able to enjoy the same privileges
as he had to pay for through taxation.
The whole thing was absolutely fallacious
extravagance. He strongly resented the
spending of so much money on workers'
homes. There was not anyone working
who would not go in for one of these
cottages under the existing conditions as

3906



[16 DECEMBER, 1913.) iG

the inducements wvere so great. He
thought the upkeep of a lot of these
places would be neglected. If these build-
ings were neglected, what an asset the
Government wvould have in them ! Who
would be prepared to take such buildings
off their hands? The dlay was not far
distant when the country wvould regret
the largpe amount of money put in to
workers' homes.

Schedule put and passed.
Schedules 2, :3-agreed to.
Preamble, Title-agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

BILLS- (3)-RETURNED FROM
THE COUNCIL.

1, Roads Closure (No. 2).

2, Permanent Reserves Rededication.
3. Appropriation.
Without amendment.

BILL-RIGHTS IN WATER AND
IRRIGATION.

Council's Message.

A Message was received from the
Council in the followving terms:-The
Legislative Council acquaints the Legisla-
tive Assembly in reply to Message No. 44
from the Legislative Assembly that at the
present stage which has been reached in
connection with the Rights in Water and
Irrigation Bill, it is impossible for the
Council to reconsider its Message No. 23,
inasmuch as the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Council strictly lay down the
procedure which is to be followed by the
Council in dealing with Money Bills.
These Standing Orders have been ap-
proved by the Governor and are strictly
in accordance with the powers conferred
upon the Council by Section 46 of "The
Constitution Act Amendment Act, 1809."
They are, moreover, an exact transcript
of the Standing Orders of the Common-
wealth Senate, whose statutory powers
with regard to Money Bills are substan-

tially the same as the statutory powers of
the Legislative Council thereon. Further,
the Council would also point out that in
the ease of an exactly similar Bill, name-
ly, the Fremantle Improvement Bill, the
Council sent a Message to the Legislative
Assembly (No. 24) in exactly similar
terms to tile Message sent down by the
Council in the ease of the Bill now under
discussion (Message No. 23) and that in
(he case of tile Fremantle Improvement
Bill the Message wvas returned from the
Legislative Assembly (Message No. 37)
stating that the Legislative Assembly had]
agreed with all the requests which had
been pressed by the Council in that Bill.
Apart altogether from this question it
appears from the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly that that House is
in a position to now ask for a Conference
on the Bill, whereas the Council is not,
and the Council therefore suggests that
(he Leg-islative Assembly ask for a Con-
ference, and to such a request the Coun-
cil is willing to agree.

On motion by the Minister for Works
consideration of the message made an
Order of the Day for the next sitting.

BlLr-ELECTRIC LIGHT AND
POWER AGREEMENT.

In Committee.

Mr. Meflowall in the Chair, the Pre-
mier in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Ratification of agreement:
The PREMIER moved an amend-

men t-
That the following words be inserted

at the commencement of the clause,
"subject as hereinafter provided."

Amendment passed.

The PREMIER: It would be neces-
sary to add a proviso to the clause to
delete paragraph 10 of the agreement and
insert certain provisions in its place. The
paragraph to be deleted provided for sup-
plying electric current in bulk at low
tension, whereas it was desired to pre-
scribe that the current could be provided
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at either low or high tension at the option
of the municipality. The objection had
been raised that if they had to accept the
current at low tension at the sub-station,
and if the sub-station happened to be two,
three or four miles from the point where
they required the use of the current, there
would be such a reduction in pressure that
Ike current would he useless. The city
council had said they had no objection to
providing high tension if so desired, or to
supplying it at any given point. It was
necessary to provide that the actual cost
price to the corporation should mean and
include the cost per unit to the corpora-
tion under several heads, as, the initial
price paid to the Government for the
current. the management and metering,
the distribution, including w'ages, stores,
repairs and all other charges in connec-
tion therewith, and sub-station charges.
Of course if they did not use the sub-
station there would be no charge against
filie local authority. Then there was in-
terest and sinking fund and obsolescence

fun onsubstaion capital, and replace-
mnent fund at the rate of 2 per cent. wvould
be charged. That wvas on the same basis
as the city council were being charged in1
connection with the powecr house. Then
there was interest, sinking fund, and oh-
'olescence fund 7 per cent., oil feeders
per mile, and loss onl current in transit
from corporation sub-station to suburbuln
point of delivery and in transforming. If
current was taken onl the City boundary
there would be a certain loss and it was
not rig' ht that the city council should
stand that loss. Then there was interest
and sinking fund 6 per cent, on the cor-
poration's capital charges. That would
be pro rata onl the amount of current
which the local governing bodies within
the five mile radius would use. They)
would carry their pro rata charge onl th e
interest and capital expended by the city
council in the purchase of the gas com-
pany's rights, but only onl the electric
light portion of the purchase. The exact
amount of that lie thought was £210,000.
When it wvas remembered that Roan
Brothers were larger consumers than
Subico-

Air. B. J1. Stubbs: I doubt it.

Mr. Gill: The statement has been made
that they use more than Leederville and
North Perth put together.

The PREMIER: Yes. If Roan
Brothers used as much as Subiaco they
would pay as much in the way of interest
onl the gas company's rights.

Mr. S. Stubbs: Was the conference
unanimous 9

The PR EMI1ER : Yes, so far as this
clause wvas concerned. The other point he
Could not agree to because it meant tin-
derruining the whole agreement. This
was signed by the mayors of Subiaco and
Victoria Park and Mr. Robinson onl be-
half of the other local governing bodies.

Mr. Lewvis: They nll approved ex-
cept Snibiaco and Leederville.

The PREM1] El: Suhiaco and Leeder-
ville did not disagree wvith this. The
balance of the clause wvas intended to do-
termine hlow to arrive at the cost and
where a difference arose it would be subl-
ruitted to arbitration.

Amendment put and passed.
The PREMIER moved a furt her

amendment-

That the following proviso be added:
"Provided that paragraph 10 of the
said agreement is deleted, and the fol-
towing provisions shall have effect in
place thereof:-1O. (1) The corpora-
tion shall, at any time if so required by
any muni ci pal council or road board
whose district is situate wholly or
partly within a radius of five miles
from the General Post Office, enter into
an agreement with such lore? ahority
to supply it with current in bulk on the
alternating system at high or lovn ten-
sion, at the option of the local au-
thority, at the actual cost price to the
corporatit.on. (2) For the purpose of
this clause 'the actual .rst prioc to the
corporation' shall mean and include the
cost per unit to the eorporal ion under
the following heads, viz.: (a) The
initial price paid to the Government
for the current. (b) Management and
metering. (c) Distribution including
wages, stores, repairs, and all other
charges in connection therewith. (d.)
Sub-station charges. (e) Interest
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sinking fund, and obsolescence fund
(7 per cent.) on sub-station capital.

(f) Interest, sinking fund, and obso-
lescence fund (7 per cent.) on feeders
per mile. (g) Loss on current in
transit from corporation sub-station
to subur ban point of delivery
and in transforming. (h) Interest
and sinking fund (6 per cent.)
on the corporation's capital charges.
(3) The corporation shall at the end of
each year supply to the local authority
a statement showing its costs under
each of the above heads, and payments
for current supplied during suc h year
shall be adjusted upon the figures so
supplied: Provided that if the local
authority shall dispute the accuracy of
any of the figures so supplied by the
corporation, it shall be entitled to have
such. dispute referred to arbitration:
Provided further that the costs of the
sucecessful party by any such arbitra-
tion shall be paid by the other party.
(4-) Pending the ascertainment of the
actual cost price to the corporation for
any yea, payments shall be made by
the local authority for current supplied
based upon the actual cost price for
the preceding year, but such payments
shall be adjusted as soon as the actual
cost price for that year shall have been
ascertained, any deficiency or over-pay-
ment being made good: Provided that
during the first year of the currency of
this agreement current shall be charged
and paid for at the rate of 2.25 pence
per unit for high-tension current and
2.5 pence per unit for lowa-tension cur-
rent, subject, however, to adjustment
at the end of the year upon the basis
of the actual cost price when acer-
tamned. (5.) Any agreement entered
into with a local authority under this
clause shall contain and be subject to
the following conditions: (a) That the
local authority shall,. if -required by the
corporation, supply to the Government
all such current required for use in its
district as the corporation is bound to
supply under Clause 11 of this agree-
ment, upon the terms and at the price
therein provided.. If such price shall
be below the price at which the cor-

.poration is bound to supply to the local
authority similar current in bulk, the
Corporation shall pay to the local au-
thority the difference between such
prices. (b) That the corporation shall
not compete with such local authority
in the supply of electricity to private
consumers within the district of such
local authority: Provided that if at the
time when the local authority requires
the corporation to supply it with cur-
rent the corporation has installed plant
within the district of such local au-
thority for the purpose of supplying
current to private consumers, the local
authority shall take over such plant at
a valuation. (c) That the local auL-
thority shall not, whilst under agree-
ment to take current in bulk from the-
corporation, itself generate current or,
obtain current from any other source
than the corporation, nor shall it license
or permit any other person or corpora-
tion to lay or erect mains for the sup-
ply of electricity within its district. (d)
If the corporation shall at any time-
make default in the performance of its-
obligations under this clause to supply
current to any local authority, it shalt
in such event (but not otherwise) be
lawful for the Government to supply
current to such local authority; but,
except as herein provided, the Govern-
ment shall not supply current to ang
person or corporation within the said
radius of fve miles from the General
Post Office."

Mr. WISDOM : If the original agree-
went hail stood there would. have been
somne excuse for the city couincil coming
in as a middle authority between the
Government and the outside municipali-
ties, but in face of the agreement arrived
at and that the city council bad agreed
to supply the current to the outside au-
thorities at cost price it seemed absurd
anyd entirely unnecessary to have this
costly machinery at work between the
Govein went and the outside authorities.
If the city council were to make any pro-
fit out of the business there might be
some reason for it, but it would be mnore,
simple for the Government to supply
the local authorities on their own ring
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iain, exactly as they supplied the city
council, and thus relieve the city council
of the unnecessary bother of the admin-
istration of the supply and bookkeepingo
necessitated by coining hetween the Gov-
9prnmeilt and the local authorities.

The Premier :You do not believe in
confiscation.

M fr. WV]SDOM .There w'as no ques-
Ltioii of confiscation.

-The Premier :Yes, there is, because
we gave them 1)y Act of Parliament thle
right within a five wiles radius.

Mr. WISDOM . Had the original
agreement stood lie could have under-
stood it. Then arose a question of pro-
fit to the council, but the council had
agreed to forego profit. They had agreedI
to sup~ply thle Current to the outside au-
thorities at cost price, but they wvere
going to increase the cost price by step-
ping in as an intermediary in connection
with metering and all tile processes which
it was proposed should be done by them.

The Premier : The Government could
not do it any cheaper.

Mr. WISDOM: The city council had
given away their rights under this agree-
ment.

The Premier : They have not.
Mr. WISDOM -. There could be no

damaze to the city council if they arced
to supply the otitside authorities for the
next 50) years and if there was no dam-
age there could be no confiscation. We
were loading this Bill with a lot of un-
necessary machinery, which would in-
crease the cost of th e unit to the outside
a~uthorities.

Mr. GILL :It would be an advantage
if we did away with the middle man in
connection with this agreement. There
would he a difficulty but he did not see
any advantage in placing the city coun-
cil in the position of a middle man. Hle
,could not see why the outside munici-
palities should not be dealt with as tile
city council, direct by the Government.
This was the position which the Leeder-
ville Council had taken up. They conten-
ded that, while the gas and electric light-
ing company had a right to go into Lee-
,derville to supply current, the council had
,a right to contract with the tramway

company to supply light, and the Gov-
erniment, having taken over that agree-
ment, their contention was that they
were not hound to one company hut had
the option to go to either, and they re-
cognized die possibility of getting a bet-
ter deal than if there was a monopoly.
That was the reason for thle stand they
were taking. TheyN objected to the Go;v-
erinment giving away their right which.
the Gjovernment had taken over from the
tramiwa ,v company, . Although the Pre-
inlier would oppose any alteration there
was only one way to overcome the diffi-
culty and hie moved an amuendmnent onl thle
-amendment-

That in paragraph (d) of Subelause
5 the words t"(but not otherwise)" be
struck out.

The PRYEMIERI? I have come to a
bargain and absolutely decline to accept
your amendment. You can throw the
agreement out.

Mr. GILL . If the Committee agreed
with the amendment the Premier ought
to accept their decision.

The Premier :If yoLL strike out thle
words you will strike out the agree-
ment.

Mlr. GILL: The city council claimed
that they were supplying current to the
loal] authorities at cost price. If so,
what disadvantage would it be to them
if the Government supplied it ? Sup-
pose they lost the trade of one or two
outside municipalities, they would not
suffer if they were supplyving thle current
at cost price.

Mr. Dwyer : Youi want it ''heads I
win,. tails youl lose.''

Mr. G31IL: That was not so. He
wanted to preserve the right which Leed-
erville had possessed for ye'ars.

The Premier:- What right?9
Mr. GILL :The right to go to thle

tramway company.
The Premier :. The Government have

a right to refuse them.
Mr. GILL : Yes, but if Leederville

and the Government were anxious to do
butsiness they- could come to an arrange-
meat, but the Government had given
away that right. The Government had
no right to sacrifice any of the munici-
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palities outside by entering into an agree-
ment with the city council which was to
the disadvantage of the outside bodies.

The Premier: You are quite wrong.
Mr. GILL: There was not much ad-

vantage gained by the outside bodies.
What advantage would the ageemtent he
to Subiaco for instance?

The Premier: They will be in no wvorse
position.

Mr. GILL: Leederville would be in a
worse position. The municipality lie
was representing had tbe-right. to get etec7
trie light fromn the city council or from
the Government through the tramways.
Subiaco generated their own current, and
they generated it cheaper than they
would be able to get it uinder the agree-
ment. The stand he took -was that the
Goverunment were not justified in taking
away any of the rights held b 'y Leeder-
rille. He moved an amendment-

Thant in line 9 of Clause 10 the words
"but not otherwise" be struck out.
Mr. DIWYER: The hon. member who

had Inst sat down seemed'to think that
Perth was confined to a. small area.
Perth, however, was generally' regarded
as embracing Leederville. Subiaco, and
Mount Lawley. If the consumers of elec-
tric light in Leederville or Subiaco were
not asked to pay more than the consumers
within the Perth municipal boundary they
had no reason whatever to complain.

Mr. B. J. Stnbbs: Is this discussion
taking place on Clause 10 of the agree-
ment

The CHAIRMAkN: The discussion was
taking place on the advisability of strik-
ing out the words "but not otherwise" in
Clause 10 of the agreement. It was an
amendment on the amendment.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: 'Would the Chair,
man explain how he (Mfr. Stubhs) would
stand if he desired to move an amend-
ment before the one suggested by the
member for Leederr~ille? It was his de-
sire to move an amendment before that.
What he desired to move was an amend-
ment, the effect of which would be to
strike out the mnaximum cost of three-
farthings which was to be charged for
the current,

Mr, WISDOM: It was his desire to
get ahead even of the suiggested am end-
meat. The position ought to be made
clear. Would it be possible to discuss a:
clause of the agreement preceding Clause
10 after the amendment before the Comj'
mittee had been dealt with?

The PREMIER: Hon. members should
understand that the object of the Bill -was
to ratify an agreement. If we amended
that agreement in thle slightest degree the
city council or the Government, who were
the two parties to the agreement, would
have the right to withdraw from it at
once. The amendment which was beford
the Committee was one that he did not
think the city council would he prepare
to accept. He (the Premier) signed the
agreement on behialf of the Government,.
helieving that it was a fair agreement;
On the other hand, the outside municipali-
tics considered they ware not properly
protected, and they were Advised to con-
fer with the Perth Municipal Council in
the hope of some arrangemcutd being
arrived at between them. The distinct
object of the Bill was to ratify the agree-
ment. One of two things had to happeni:
The Bill had to he accepted, or it had
to be rejected. No amendments of any
description could be made. A conference
had dealt with the matter, and for the
life of him he could not see why mem-
bers of the Assembly need worry any
furth er.

Mr. WISDOM%: Were the Committee
to swallow the agreement holus bolus or
reject itV

The CHAIRMAN: The position was
that the Schedule was an agreement
entered into hetween the City Council and
the Government, and the City Counei
had agreed to delete Clause 10 of the-
agreement and insert in lien the matter
contained in the amendment on the
Notice Paper. The Premier had ex-
plained that unless the amendment was
inserted absolutely as it appeared on thea
Notice Paper, the City Council would re-
ject the agreement as they had power to
do, and therefore all the work of Parlia-
ment would be useless.

The PREMIER: Putting the amend-
went in the Bill would not make it part-
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of the agreement. The Government had
stilt to go to the city council and ask
for a supplementary agreement before it
tould be legally binding.

The OHAIRMAN: The Committee had
no right to strike out anything without
the ratification of the city council. Nor
had they any power to add anything- to
the agreement. But it was proposed to
wmake the addition to Clause 2.

Wr. Wisdom: Are we allowed now to
'discuss the whole agreemnent under
(Clause 2?

'The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
could not discuss thle Schedule until he
4ine to it.

Mr. Wisdom: Can we discuss it as we
-would discuss the Schedule in any other
BillI

The CHAIRMAN: Undoubtedly, hut
it would be useless to move an amend-
mient.

Tho Akl.NISTEI?. FOR LANDS:- There
-was a difference between a claim to dis-
cuss the agreement as embodied in the
Schedule~ and a claim to amend an agree-
ment that had been entered into. There
could be no objection to discussing the
agreement because the Bill was presented
for the ratification of the agreement, but
it was a different thing to move amend-
wments; to the Schedule which represented
the agreement entered into and ratified
between the two parties. The amendment
which had been moved had been a-greed
to by the city council, one of the parties
to the agreement, and also agreed to by
the Government, because it did not affect
their position. If the city council had no
objection to the amendment there would
be no justification for the Committee mov-
ing an amendment because it would be
an alteration of a ci)mpact entered into
between the city council and the Govern-
-Ment,

Mr. DWVYER: All the Committee could
do was either to ratify or reject the agree-
mnent. The only persons who could alter
a single term of the agreement were the
parties to it, namely, the Government
-and thle city council.

The CHAIRMAN: There Could be no
great harm in discussing the schedule ex-
cept that it would be a waste of time, he-
cause the Committee knew perfectly well

they could do nothing in the way of al-
tering it.

Air. DWYER- The agreement could be
discussed, hut whether it could be altered
was another question.

The ChAliRMAN: The difficulty aight
be got over in this way: An aniendment
onl the amendment had been proposed, If
the amendment were agreed to, lion. mem-
hers would have an opportunity of discus-
sing the whole agreement onl Clause 2 as
amended.

MNr. B. J. Stubibs: Do I understand
the agreement is before the Committee
and yet thle Commuittee have no power
to amend it!

The CHAIRMAN: The agreemnent was
before the Commnittee by consent of both
parties. It had been signed, sealed and
delivered, and therefore it was anr absolute
agreement and could not be altered.
Otherwise ant bon. member might desire
to amend the agreement with a view to
getting electric light for 1/2d. per unit.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: What then is the ob-
ject of bringing the agreement before
Parliament?

The CHAIRMAN: Exactly what was
stated in Clause 2-the ratification of the
agreement, nothing more and nothing less.

The PREMIER: The position was that
the Government had to negotiate with the
City council for months before they Could
finalise thai agreement. Now when the
Government Camne to Parliament with a
Bjill merely to endorse the agreentntli
if they were going to allow Parliamuent to
cut the agreement about again where were
thle city council going to find themselves?
Parliament could do as it liked, but thle
city council could please themselves wvhe-
ther they accepted it or not, If the hon.
member made anl amendmaent in the agree-
ment lie placed it in the hands of the
city council to withdraw. The hion. nien-
her had the right to amend it just as he
had the power to refuse to ratify it, and
if he made an amendment against the wish
of the other party it was insisting on not
ratifying. He (the Premier) had ad-
journed consideration of the Bill for the
purpose of allowing the difference be-
tween the city council and outside au-
thorities to be adjusted, and both parties;
had agreed to fhe amendment he was now
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suabmitting- to the Committee. The only
thing for nmembers to dto was to agree to
the amendment as it stood or refuse to
pass Clause 2, thereby not ratifying the
ag-remnt.

Alr. LEWIS: Eleven out of thirteen
or lte local governing, bodies had all-
proved of this comnpromnise. It was till-
fair to a ttemp t to make all amendment.

1Mr. DJWYER: At one time he had
doubts as to whether thle Perth City
Council as Successors to the Perth Gas
Company could enter into a municipality
and against the will of the mnunici pality
supplly electric light, but onl further read-
ing of the Acts it seemed permissible to
Lte mutnicipalities to supply electric light
as long as they liked, and the 1893 Act
gave power to the Perth Gas Company
to SUpldY electric, light witin athe five-

iles radius. The Perth City Council
succeeded to the Perth Gas Company and
therefore the Perth City Council had the
right to suply within the five-mile radius,
so t hat at tile present time there was a
sort of dual syvstem. .In other words
there were thle various municipal councils
who could supply or contract with other
persons to supply electric light, and at
the same time the Per-th City Council who
were empowered under lte 1911 Act,'
tinder which the ' succeeded to the powers
anid authorities of the Perth Gas Corn-
piany, 10 supply electric light within a five
miles radus of the General Post Office.
That was the position at the present time.
and notwithstanding anything that might
be done in reference to the agreement the
outside municipalities still had the right
to estlilg their own electric lighting
plant, if they did not wish to act under
this agreement, and could supply to their
consumers. Their rights were not inter-
fered with in the slightest, but apparently
the position was that the outside munici-
palites wanted to contract wth the Gov-
jerninent onl the same termns as the Perth
Ct ,% Council, and at the same time they
were not 1)repared, in fact they were not
in the position, to make the sacrifices
which the Perth City Council had been
obliged to make in accordance with this
contract. The Perth City Council bad
paid a large amount to secure the right

of tile gas company, and they would he
the largest consumers. These litle muni-
cipalities round about the central mumd-
cipality wyere only small consumers, at-
thoughi some of them had loud voices.
Surely it. was a busi ness prop~osit ion that
one should give special terms to Lte larg-
est consuimer. But there was also the
quid pro quo that w ile lte Government
had given good and liberal terms to lithe
city, council, onl thle other hand the city
Council had g-iven good terms to the Go"-
ermnent in time respect that they would
hie very large. consumers. The outside
municipalities had met recently and de-
cided that thley' woulId adopt the agree-
mient sutbject to a small alteration.
There were two dissentient munici-
palities, all thle others having en-
dorsed the agreement. The 1911 Act
was in the nature of a compact,
of anl undertaking by the Government
that they would envelop the Perth
City Council with all the old powvers
of' the Perth Gas Compan 'y as puT-
veyors of electric light. 'rie City counl-
cil had said to the outside municipalities,
"Come in with uts. We have certain rights,
we are willing that you slhould come in,
as hart nets undler the Act, and we will
give you a share of or profits; hut if
you share in the profits you must also
share in thle losses." That was all ordi-
nary agreement in any partnership. It
would not be at fair proposition to charge
the consumer in Leederyille or North
Perth anyv more than wvas charged to the
consumer in Perth. The agreement ar-
rived at hy It out of thie 13 local authori-
ties was suchl as should commend itself
to the good sense of the Committee. The
amendment proposed by the member for
Leederville had its outcome in smnall, p~etty,
local jealousy, and showed a disregard
for that large outlook which bon. mem-
bers should take.

Mr. B. J. STUJBBS: The hon. member
had said that the dissentient municipali-
ties had loud voices. In any ease it was
to be hoped that they had not legal mind3,
if one were to judge of a legal mind from
the utterances of the member for Perth.
On the second reading thle member for
Perth ),-A nnt4from a pile of Acts
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to convince hion. members that tile Perth
City Council had no right whatever to
invade the territory of any other munici-
pality. To-night the same bon. member
had twvisted rightt round from that, and
quoted from thle same pile of Acts to
show that the Perth City Council had tho
right to invade the territory of -these other
own icipali ties. The Subiaco municipality
had on two occasions secured legal opinion
from two of the highest authorities in the
State, and both those authorities hail
agreed that the Perth City Council had
no power to invade the territory of the
other m nnici pali ties, Previously the
opinions of Mr. Irvine and Sir Josiahn
Symon had been sought on the question
of whether the Perth City Council had to
pay for good-will in taking over the gas
company's concern, and these authorities
had given conflicting opinions. Now it
was claimed that both those gentlemen
had given unanimous advice on a ques-
tion in re!spect to which they ]bad never-
been consulted. The old Perth Gas Com-
pany had threatened to invade the terri-
tory of Suhiaco with electric light. They
had been told tihat if they dlid so a prose--
cution would follow and they refrained
from doing it. They had never attempted
even in Thomas-street to supply any light
on the Subiaco side, thus proving con-
clusively that the gas company were
afraid to invade the territory of the Sub-
iaco municipality. The member for Perth
claimed that the Act off 191-1 placed Par-
liament under an obligation to the people
of Perth. because they had given then
the right to purchase the gas company as
a going concern.

Mr. S. Stubbs: The present Premier
thinks so. too.

Mr. B. J. STUJBBS: Because the Perth
municipality asked Pnrl iaznent to gVive
them the right to purchase, did any hion.
member mean to say that, the Perth City
Council having made a had bargain, there
was an obligation on Parliament to go
to their assistance and g-ive themn pre-
ferential treatment ovcr other miunici-
palities in the metropolitan area V

Mr. Wisdom: You are asked to pay for
it.

M r. B. J. STUJBBS: The outside bodies
were asked to pay six per cent. It would
pay the Subiaco municipality to continue
producing their own cuirrent rather than
take it from the Perth municipality.

The Premier: I say it will not.
-Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The Subiaco muni-

cipality were producing current at just
a fraction over 2d. per unit, and uinder
this agreement they could not get it from
tile Perth City Council at less. If any
local body deserved preferential treat-
ment it was Suhiaco, because that munici-
pality were the first corporation about
the metropolitan area to instal their own
electric lighting plant. The immediae
effect of that installation had been a re-
ducetion in thle price charged by the com-
pany to tile ratepayers of Perth. It
was recognised that when the original
agreement was entered into with the Perth
Ois Company' there was no other munici-
pality about the metropolitan area. He
contended that the coming into existence
of other m~un icipalIi ties since that date
overrode the. agreement, insofar as it re-
lated to their territory. When the tram-
way company entered into an agreement
wit h the varions local Eroverning bodies.
they had agreed to supply electric current
to those hodies. Subiaco had an agree-
ment with the tramway company to be
supplied with electric current and he con-
tended that the Government, in taking
over I he tramway company, hnd taken
over the obligation to supply electric cur-
rent to Subiaco and other municipalities,
and this Agreement should not deprive
them of the right to deal directly with the
Government. He was more than ever
convinced that the Government had made
a mistake in entering into a matter of
this sort with the city council without call-
ing in to the discussion every local govern-
ing body within the five miles radius.

The Premier: We should have had a
mass meeting of the taxpayers in the
State. We do not want government under
those condition-;.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Bad the Govern-
ment erected a station of their own andi
owned the whole thing they' would have
supplied to all the local governing bodies
the current they required at the cost of
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generation, and that would have been an
advantage to the Government because the
greater the demand the cheaper the cost
of generation. They could have erected
a station of the same size, and could have
su~pplied the city council, and it would
not have paid the city council any more
than any other local governing body to
erect a s4tation of their owni.

The Premier:. It would be a disgracc-
hil action on the part of the Government.
Parliament have given them certain rights.

Mr. B. J. STUB1BS: There was no ob-
ligation on the Government because they
gave the city council the right to purchase
the gas copn' plant and because
they' entered into a had business arrange-
mnent.

Mr. S. Stubbs: How was it bad?
Mr. B. J. STUBEBS: They had to scrap

it, and it would have cost £140,000 to
erect another station. life had no desire
to wreck the agreement, but the Govern-
ment should assist a municipality like
Subiaco. They had erected a plant be-
cause they were progressive. They had
spent something like £22,000 on the plant
and mains which were to-day valued at
£17,000 to f18,000, and even if they could
gZet current a little cheaper from the city
counncil,' they 'vwould have to pay interest
and sinking fund on that amount. They
would have to scrap every meter because
those used for the direct current would
be of no use for the alternating current,
which would he produced.

Mr. S. Stubhs: Would they be of no
marketable value?

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Perhaps they
could be sold at a great sacrifice. Every
place which used motors would have t0
discard them and put in new ones.

The Premier: That is not correct.
Mir. B. J. STUBEBS: It -was correct.

The- alternating current could not be used
with the same motor as direct current. It
was unfair that because the council had
been progressive in their early history
they should be placed at a disadvantage
as compared with other municipalities.
While this proposal would pay other local
governing bodies, it would not pay Subi-
aco because of the additional charges '.o
which he had referred.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
had to deal generally with the Perth City
Council, and at the same time give con-
sideration to the claims of other local
bodies. It was of no use to cover the
main point with any sophistry. It was
not a question in 1911 of Parliament
being asked to relieve the Perth City
Council of a bad bargain or confirm them
in what the hon. member claimed was a
bad bargain, When the measure was
passed Parliament ratified an agreement
to transfer the plant from the Perth Gas
Company, with its electric lighting
auxiliary, to the Perth City Council, and
concurrently transferred also whatever
rights and privileges were enjoyed by the
eletric lighting company beforehand.
Whether those rights were visionary, he
was not competent to say, but whether
visionary or substantial, it was our duty
in dealing with the Perth City Council to
confirm the rights purchased by them of
whatever value they might be.

Mr. Gill: No one disputes that.
The MINISTER FOR. LAND)S: That

was the point which was disputed.
Mlr. Gill: No, you are trying to take

away similar rights from other people.
The MINT ISTER FOR LANDS: What-

ever relationships existed between the
local bodies and the Perth City Counel
or the previous owners existed to-day.
They had not been disturbed, and the
Government were particularly careful
when the matter was being- discussed to
make it clear to the Perth City Council
that as far as the agreement was con-
cerned the Government were only pre-
pared to confirm to them what they had
done. It was for them to establish its
value and defend it if it was assailed by
the outside local bodies. They were justly
entitled to have whatever rights they en-
joyed confirmed under the existing
arrangement.

Mr. Gill: But without this arrange-
ment the outside municipalities have a
right to enter into an agreement with
others, bnt with this atrrangement they
have not.

12 o'clock midnigh~t.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Com-
ing to the -relationship between the Gov-
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erment and the Perth City Council, in
regard to the present agreement the point
was that it was to the advantage of the
Government to enter into such an agree-
ment and to have the Perth City Council
as a co-operating party rather than as a
probable rival and to supply to them the
current under the terms specified in this
agreement, in view of the fact that we
could Supply our own requirements by
so doing. On the other hand if the Gov-
ernment had ignored them and said, "We
will go ahead with our provision of in-
creased power and ignore any considera-
tion of your position," it was a certainty
that in view of the purchase to which
the Perth City Council had committed
themselves, they would have been in-
evitably compelled to proceed with their
own independent electric lighting pro-
position. This would have meant that the
Government would have been committed
to a similar schemte with consequently
higher cost of production, and would
have had a rival in the Perth City Council
if they had sou~ght to dispose of electric
current. In his opinion it was a corn-
monsense view to say that we would enter
into negotiations which would enable a
larger plant and consequent cheaper pro-
duction, and would embody in that agree-
ment terms w.hich would be equitable to
both. Naturally that commonsense view
had commended itself to M1essrs. Merz
and McLellan, and they strongly* recom-
mended the co-operation of the two bodies.
The point he wanted to emphasise was
that from the taxpayers' point of view
the proposition showed even greater ad-
vantages because it obviated duplication
of the means of supply. Under this
agreement a considerable saving was
effected with regard to the capital cost.
wiring, source of suppily, and so on. The
advantage was secured by the taxpayer
of the Government and the taxpayer as
represented hy the Perth City Council. It
left the outside local governing bodies in
no worse a position. If. as explained by
the member for Suhiaco, the rights of
the City Council under their purchase
were worthless, then the outs;ide local
governing bodies had all the advantage of
that position as the Perth City Council

had nothing to enforce against them. If
on the other hand there was any value in
the rights purchased they were those
which had been secured to them by just
agreement, purchase, aiid ratification by
Parliament, and we ou ght at least to
secure these to them uinder this agreement,

Mr. LEWIS :When this Bill was
introduced hie, as representing one of
the outside local authorities, -was opposed
to it on the ground that the outside
local authorities were never consulted
or given an opportunity of perusing the
agreement. i answer to that protest,
the Premier ag-reed to defer the Com-
mittee stag-e to give these authorities an
opportu]1ity of perusing the agreement
nrd suhniting their views. A thoroughly
representative cotiference had been called
and every clause in the agreement -had
been discussed, At the close of that
conference which had lasted three or
four hours, it was felt that a very satis-
factory compromise had been arrived at,
and practically all that the 13 local an-
thorities had asked for had been granted.
An amendment had been drafted to the
Bill and the Premier had kindly agreed
to embody it. The amendment on the
addendum to the Notice Paper was the
outcome of that conference. He was
satisfied that this was a veryv satisfac-
tory, compromise -and he did not desire
to support the amendment moved by the
member for Leederville, which possibly
Jeopardised an agreement which would
be satisfactory to the Government, the
Perth City Council. and the various local
bodies within the five mile -radius.

Amendment (M.Gill's) on amendment
put and negatived.

Mr'. WTS DOM -. The agreement as it
stood was an exceeding good one from
the point of vieyv of the Perth City Coun-
cil and an exceedingiv bad one from
the point of view of everyone else. In
parag' raph I the Government were
bound to provide a generating plant of
the initial capacity of 9,000 kilowatts,
but he understood from the Premier the
power of the plant was really going to
he 12,000 kilowatts. Whether I he City
couincil were going to pay oin the basis
of a 9,000 kilowatt plant or on the basis
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of a 12.000 kilowatt, plant. According
to the agreement it appeared that the
Perth CitY~ Council would only have to
pay on thle basis of a 9,000 kilowatt
plant, which inent that the standing
charges on the cost per unit would be
something like one-third less than the
standing charges would actually be to
the Government. That was a matter
wich should be cleared uip. According
to the agreement it seemed perfectly
clear that lthe Perth Cit y Council would
be in a position to say when they were
asked to pay for current, the price of
which was computed according to para-
gyraph 6. thiey were not entitled to pay
inure than two-thirds in connection with
the 12, 000 kilowatt plant. because the
Government had laid it down that the
plant. they' were going to instal was one
of ().000 kilowatts. It was reasonable
for tha city council to contend that that
was sufficient for all requirements at thle
present time. If thle Government chose
to increase that it was the Government's
own affair and not that of the cityv
council. The cit y couin~il were therefore
within their rights in claiming that
they should only pay standing charges
based on the 9,000 kilowatts plant. Tha
agreement however was had because it
allowed the city council to do that.

The Premier : It does nothing of the
Sort.

MD-r. WISDOM : There was a possi-
bility of the agreement havingm been made
before the Premier decided to increase
the plant. The iaatter was well worth
looking into, It was a bad agreement

frmtegeneral view of the taxpayer
though the City had made a good deal.
There was no time limit allowed in
which the supply should take place. The
clause dealing with that was extremely
lax; certainly notice was to be gven,
but no time had been fixed. The most
important objection to the agreement
was in regard to the fixing of the inaxi-
mum charge by thle Government of 3/d.
a unit. Hie dlid not believe the Govern-
ment would be able to produce current
at that price, It seined to him that since
the original proposal the cost of this
plant had gone up tremendously. We

were told in the first place that the cost
would be £230,000, but in his details we
found the Premier's figures ran tip to
£270,000, while in thle Loan Estimates
we found ain amount of £350,000.

Trhe Premier : I told you that included
other expenditure.

Mr. WISDOM : At any rate the cur-
rent could not be produced at %d. a
unit.

The Premier : I am not prepared to
accept your advice. I think you arc fool-
ish to waste 'your timne here if you can
give better advice than Menz & Metel-
Ian.

Mr. WISDOM: The Premier should
recognise that 3/4d. was not a sulfflcient
masimumn charge for current, but the
Premier was making a present to the City
Council of 121/2 per cent. in current
which they wvere not entitled to under
their lode. If one worked that out on
the basis of the city's consumption, it was
going to cost tile Government something.
like £-1,500 a year more than they ought
to pay, and thle bigger the consumption
the bigger the loss to the Government.
There were local experts here who had
stated that it would not be possible for
the City Council to generate at .4 of a
penny.

The Premier: Who were the local ex-
perts who told you'?

N'r. WISDOM11: Smith, Crocker and
Alcek. three experts who stated that it
would (lot be possible for the City Coun-
cil to do this.

The 'Premier: With what sort of a
plant?

MrNT. WISDOM: Just as modern as the
Premier proposed to introduce.

The Premier: Nothing of the sort.
Mr. WI"SDOMT: The fact remained

that it would be impossible for the Pre-
mier to sell current at a maximum of %d.
to the outside authorities. In addition to
that the Glovernment were giving away
far too much to the city council. The
city council had a lode factor of 15 per
cent, while the Government's lode factor
on tranmways was 40 per cent. When we
got the railways going in course of time
the lode factor ought to go to 50 or even
56 per cent. Taking it at 402 per cent.
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ie average would be 27 / and current
would be supplied to the city council at
a price equal to 27 /. lode factor, when as
a matter of fact the city council's lode
factor was 15 per cent., and so they would
get a benefit of 12 / per cent, in the price
of their current. That was not fair to
the general public. Why should the city
council get that advantage? They were
not paying on the lbasis of their lode fac-
tor. but were getting the advantage of the
high lode fadeor of the Government tram-
ways, and giving nothing whatever in
return. F rom the point of view of tbe
taxpayers of the State, the whole agree-
ment was a bad one, although it was good
enough from the point of view of the
city council, In four municipalities in
England where they had both tramways
and lighting the tramway cost was 1.lld.
and the lighting 3.17d., showing more
than double the cost of p~rodtuction for
lighting than for tramns. In another case
t he cost was tramway 1.33d., lighting
2.60d1., or Inst about double. He did not
know whether the Premier claimed that
he could do better here than could be done
in the Old] Country. Manchester gener-
ated 63 million units per annum, and her
cost was .83d. That was leaving out
standing charges. In Edinburgh the lode
was 12.914,000 units per annumn and the
generating cost .92d. Glasgow produced
nearl y 44 million units per annum at a
cost of .93d. The very lowest of a long
list was Leeds, with 21 million units per
annum, and a generating cost of .73d.
Those were the best results obtainable in
the Old Country. Bow then could the
Premier hope in this country, where the
preliminary cost was going to be enor-
iniouslv greater than that of a similar
plant in the Old Counitry and, conse-
quently, standing charges wvere going to
be very much larger, where everything
was more expensive thani in the Old
Country-how was be going to produce
current at a total cost of .75d. per unit
when those places at Home could not
produce at less than .73d. and in some
eases well over that? The Premier had
again got the worst of the deal; and the
couintry would bare to suiffer for it. Perth
would get an immense advantage now,

and still more in the future, because the
Premier had not been able to make a de-
cent bargain. It was questionable whether
th6 city council had power to make the 50
years' agreement with the Government,
seeinga that the Electric Lighting Act pro-
vided that no nmunicipal council could
make an agreement for more than 21
years.

The PREMITER: Were he not per-
fectly satisfied in regard to the expert
advice received and paid for at a high
fig-ure, lie might have wondered wrhether
the hon. member was not the leading
electric expert of the world. He
had submitted his question of a maxi-
mium price to Messrs. Mery & Mcellan
when they knew almnost the exact cost of
installing the necessary plant and ring
main. The first estimate given of the cost
of the station was lower than actually
proved to be the case, but there were at
least two main factors which had caused
that. The first the Government had been
responsible for, and the second neither
the City council, the Government, Merz &
Mcbellan nor anybody else had been
responsible for, except the trade boom in
the Old Country. Immediately after the
estimate had been given the manufae-
tirers of all electrical machinery had in-
creased their prices fromn 10 to 30 pei
cent. The prices prior to that date were
well known to Messrs. 2ferz & Mctellan
because they were in touch with the manu-
facturers of all electrical machinery and
appliances and they had erected plants
almost exactly similar, even to the float-
ing foundation, in oilier parts of the
world. Thus they were able to compute
exactly the cost of the necessary plant on
the then prevailing prices. Those people
were iii touch with all of the miost np-to-
date electrical inventions, they were a
firmt whose advice was sought for in
America and Europe, and if they did not
k-now their bunsines lie would like the
member for Claremont do tell the Com-
ittfee who did. There was no desire to

decry the electrical engineers of Western
Australia.- -

Mr. Wisdom: They have had experi-
ence in 'W"estern Australia and Merz &
Mctellan have tact.
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The PREMIER: Experience in West-
ern Australia did not make the local elec-
trical engineers competent to speak on
plants of- this kind, because no such plant
existed in the State. If the member for
Claremont was in the same position as
the Government, mid hadl the alternative
of rel~ing entirely on the experts in
'West Australia, or availing himself of the
opportunity of advice from the world's
leading firm of electrical experts, would
he depend on the local advice or accept
that of so-eminent a firtus

,Mr. Wisdom: I would rely on the local
experts in regrard to price.

The PREMI E71R: 'It "'as doubtful if
anyv firm in Western Australia. could state
the prices of the eleetrical apj-diances
for this power station. If competent ad-
vice could be obtained in 'Western AUS-
tralia it seemed absurd that the Victorian
Government should think it necessary to
specisilly engage Messrs. Mferz & MoeLd-
lan to advise theta in regard to electrical
plant and system.

Air. Wisdomn : Merz & Mctellan ad-
vised them on plant only.

The 1PxEMIER: The firm advyised the
Victorian Go; erment in regard to every-
thing, including plant, site, price and elec-
trification of the tramuways and railways
in the metropolitan. area. Whilst he was
prepared to pay 2lerz & MceLellan for
their expert advice he was not foolish
enough to refuse to accept it when hie
had got it, The advice recived from them
on this point. was satisfactory. When
the estimate was first obtained it "'as on
the basis of the requirements of the tvrm-
way system and the lighting of the City
proper. When the possihility of having
at station capalble of spligcurrent
from Fremnantle to Bellevue, and, per-
haps, eventually for the electrification of
the railway systemn from Northamn to Fne-
mantle, was pointed out, Messrs. Mem' &

McLellan had recommended that it
would be desirable, even at the risk of
increasing the cost per unit at; the out-
set, by having a bigger plant than was
necessary for the time being, to have a
four unit plant instead of a three unit
plant. The alteration did not affect the
city council because they were con fined

to the use of current within a specified
area, andl the only Limitation on the Gov-
erment was the economical carrying- of
the current to any given point. If the cur-
rent couild be carried economically to
Northanm it could be supplied to lNorthain.
Therefore, the question of increasing the
capacity of the plant affected the Govern-
ment only. The -result was that the Gov-
ernmient decided that they would agree
to increasing the units in order to have
4,000 kilowatts instead of 3,000 kilowatts,
and that of course meant additional cap-
ital cost. They had also decided that thoy
would increase the power honso itself,
in order to contain an additional unit,
in the event of it being decided eventually
to electrify the railway system, so that
the power house would he able to contain
four units of 4,000 kilowatts each. That
meant an additional cost which the Gov-
ernment had no right to ask the city coun-
cii to bear, but they 'were asking the city
council to pay the standing Charges on
thle capital expenditure covering 9,000
kilowatts, although that was considerably
above their requirements for some years
to come.

Mr. Elliott: What is their requnire-
Mont?

The PREMIER : The city council's
initial requirement was 2,500 kilowatts.
Supposing we confined the plant for Gov-
ernment purposes to 2,500 kilowatts, and
(lhe city council to 2,500 kilowatts, and
the plant was capable of producing 9,000
kilowatts, they wvould be carrying their
share of the capital charges pro rate on
the amount of current used. No matter
what the Government requnirements were,
the Government bad to erect a station cap-
able of supply it plus the requirements
of the city council, and the whole of the
capital charges would he balkced for the
purpose of deciding the amount to be paid
by each. The Government were putting
in one unit to supply 3.000 kilowatts, and
that would be operated ms soon as possible
to supply, immediate ne'eds. The business
people of 'Perth had been asked not to
go in for electrical arrangements at
Christmas time, on account of the coun-
cil's inability to supply them with cur-
rent. That was a nice thing for a city
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like Perth. As soon as the Government
installed the 0,000 kilowatt plant, the dec-
mands of the agreement would have been
complied with so far as the city couneil
were concerned. After that thie Governi-
monit could increase the plant to ally
capacity desired, and the city council
could not prevent it. All the city coun-
cil could question "-as whether thie plant
would sup ply all the cuirrent they re-
qu ired. There the 0Governmentb's ohiliga-
tion beg an and ended. HeI was not. pre-
jparedl to deal with the city- council as lie
wouild deal with pr-ivate individuals. If
hie had to adopt that attitude, he would
not deal with them at all. In deal-.
ing -with private eonipanies, the Gov-
erment never permitted any point to
arise which was. likely to be evaded by
either side. One or two points in this
agreement might be ope61 to argument,
but the Gloveranment and thie city council
had discusgsed them freely, aind reg-arding
the council as a deputed form of govern-
ment, it was considered possible to arrive
at' an agreement without distrusting each
other. The city council had p~ower to
supply current only within a ive miles
radius,. and they would obtain no more
p)ower uinder this agreement. They could
not supply current beyond the five miles
radius. The question had been raispid
whether a local authority whose boundary
was partly within the five miles radius
could apply for current. Claremont badh
been instanced-a district of which onl 'y
one corner carne within the stipulated
radius. From a legal point of viewv it
might he claimed that this was correct.
but if the city council insisted on its being,
part of tlie agreement and refused to il-
low the Government to Stipply' the rest
of Claremont becauise a portion of the
district was within the five miles radius,
the Government would exclude that por-
tion, and go outside of thle agrreement alto-
gether. Tt cut both ways. The lion. mem-
her for Claremont would have the Gov-
erment deal with the city council, as
with a hand of individuals who would de-
liberately, drew uip an agreement to. if
possible, takhe the Government and other
nuinicirvali tieq down. Notwitlistand inq
the criticism, if the Government had come

to Parliament for authority to erect a
p)ower station such as this to compete
with the P1erth City Council, Parliament
wouild have declinedl to pass such a mea-
sure. aind rightly so too. They would
have pointed out that only two years ago
Parliament agreed that the ratepayers of
Perth shlid purchase thle r'ights of the
Perth flas Company ;viihuin a five muiles
radius of thle post office.

Yr. Allien" And] thie~- paid throughl the
nose for it..

The PIIE.1i E7R :That (lid not affect
thie Government in the slighbtest. If Ithe
Government had stepped in immediately
a fterwavrds. and gone behind that
authority, thie outcry against the Govern-
ment in taking over the Perthi trains
would have been nothing compared 'with
the out cry which would have occurred in
this ease. The Perth City Concil had
boulght the electric lighting plait with the
hard cash of the ratepayers, and for the
Goveronment to insgtal a plant which would
compel the ratepayers to scrap alt theirs
,and lose the right to supply within thie five
miles radius would have been confiscation,
and members of the Opposition would
have rightly taken the Government to task
for it. The Glovernment bad conserved
the interests of the outside municipalities.
The Perth City Council could not supply
theuiunless they reqoested them. to do so,
and if the request was made they knew
the basis on which it wouild be done. Ni
akgreenlent. wva. ever formolated in Ans-
tralia in -which rights existed such as those
possessed by the city council, and where
their rights. and those of the local authori-
ties in addition had been preserved so well.
The local authorities wanted to have their
cake and to eat it. Thme Mayor of Subi-
aco had signed the agreement.

Mr. R. Stnbbs: And hie has written to
thepapr sying it is a fair agreement.

Theo PIRBMIER :The MNayor of Subi-
aco wanted the agreemnent to prevent the
city council from supplying current in
Subiaco -without their consent, and if
Subiac-o required current they desired that
it should be compulsory to supply it, hut
they did not want to g o to the city coun-
cil hut to the Glovernment for it. Con-
si'lering the point Of View Of the 913biaco
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council, to draw up an agreement satis-
factory to everyone of the thirteen bodies,
the city' council and the Government,
would have been an absolute impossibility.

Mr. Lewis: We have got pretty near i t
itow.

'rie IPHgEll I E13 : Ye;, and the point in
quest ion (lid not affect the Govern-
zuent. '[he very provision we made, how-
ever, was to avoid the Government having
to decide a (Iucal ion which d11( not con-
cern, them. The city council asked as to
put iii a maximum price of 21-d. to the
local a uthori ties,. l 'Ie refused to do it.
The charges that were levied against the
other local governing bodies by the City
council were cavrges which, if the Gov-
ernument had to supply, would have been
exacily: the same or more. What the City
council had done was to accept the
charges we had made for depreciation,
sinking fund, and interest and so on as
a basis on which they would charge the
local g~overning bodies. Could the City
council borrow money at £4 I Os. 9 They
Could] not possibly dio it. Instead of 7
per cent, being charged against the local
governing bodies, it should be nearer 9
pe eent. Tf the Government were to put
up special stations on their ring main for
the purpose of supplying the local gov-
erning bodies, it would mean that they
must take the suppl'y at -%d. plus the
other charges, plus loss of current in
transit, interest, and sinking fund charges
on the main. The City' council were only
charging the outside local authorities
what the Government would have to
charge them, and they were in practicall y
no worse a position in obtaining from
the City council than they would be in
obtaining from the Government. From
the Government point of view a
risk had been run as to whether
we could produce at 34d. per unit,
but -we had accepted the best advice
procurable. While at the ontset it mi ' ht
not be possible. when we arrived at the
full capacity of the station, namely 15
million units, the advisors were satisfied
it would he below that and they said that
the indirect saving in gmeneratingr cost
justified what was being done. We had
entered into an agreement with the City

council that they should do all the reticu-
lation from the lighting standpoint and
the Government were only reticulating
from the standpoint of tramways. if
the tmenmber for Claremont could tiot see
that was economising from the point of
viewv of the general taxpayer as well as
front the point of view of the ratepayers
of Perth, whose interests were identical,
[lhen it most be bard for him to uinder-
stand. [f we a vere going to light for
Governmtent purpioses within the five-
mile radius we would have to carry the
wires side by side with Ihose of the City
council atid practically the same Jpeople
would have to provide the money. Under
tile arrangement made one set of wires
would supply all purposes, and alt they
were going to get from us was double the
price at wvhich they would get the current
at the ring main; they had to suffer loss
of current in transit and various expenses
and supply it to our lamps; wherever wye
required it, at I/Ld. for all Government
Jpurposes within the five-mile radius. If
we could not, produce at -1/d. they could
not do it at the 11/d. If the Government
required current, say at the Can-
ning Bridge or at the Victoria Hos-
pital. Subiaco, and if there was any loss
the council had to pay it. That was in
thne agreement. The City council and the
outside bodies recognised that there was
a possib~ility of the City council losing in
supplying current at a distance from the
ring main. Taking all things into con-
sideration, this agr eement was fair to the
Government and in the interests of the
ratepayers and the City council and those
of the metropolitain area. In view of the
fact that the City council were a govern-
ing body representing the people and not
a company out for profits-an y profits
going into the pockets of the people-
then this agreement wvas a fair one, noth-
ing more or less, and we had no right
under such conditions to endeavour to
extraet money from the pockets of one
set of people for the purpose of putting
it into the pockets of another set. He
believed that what the Government saved
by obtaining this current for 11/-d. where
to-day they paid 4d. and 7d. would be
sufficient to pay' what might be lost
throuqh the oneratine cost beiniz more
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than 3 4d. per unit. In all the circum-
stances the Government were well pro-
tected by this maximum price and lie
hoped that now that an agreement had
been arrived at on the real point at issue,
Parliament would see the wisdom of
passing the agreement on lines satisfac-
tory to both parties.

Amendment (the Premier's) put and
passed; the clause as amended agreed to.

1 o'clock, ao.

Schedule, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment, and

the report adopted.

BILtr-FLLNDERS B3AY-MARGARET
RIVER RAILWAY PURCHASE.

Second Reading.
Order of the Day read for the resump-

tion of the debate, from the 10th Decem-
her, on the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

it committee.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported withoiit amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed..

BILL-PLANT DISEASES.

it Committee.

Resumed from the 5th December; Mr.
Holman in the Chair; the Minister for
Lands in charge of the Bill.

Clause 14-Power to require owner or
occupier of orchard to take steps to pre-
vent spread of disease:

The NIITISTER FOR LANDS moved
an amendment-

That in line 1 after the word "of"
the words "and subject to an appeal
to" be insertedf.
Amendment psassed ; the clause as

amended agreed to.
Clause 15-Prunings. to be destroyed:
The MIN1ISTER FOR LANDS moved

an amendment-
That the following words h e added

to the clause :-"- Provided that the Iffi-

ister or officer authorised to act in his
behalf may grant a certificate of ex-
empt ion from the operation of this sec-
tion with respect to any specified prun-
inys9 which. may be required for pro-
pagation purposes.'

The obict of the clause was to meet
the ditficulty raised by some hon. members
that this would prevent the setting of
vine cuttings for the purpose of propa-
gating certain varieties, It was never in-
tended in the clause originally drafted
that it would operate in such a drastic
wvay as to preclude that being done, and
lie had provided this amendment to
assure hon. members on that point. There
was hardly any measure on the statute-
book where if wve were to draw fantastic
conclusions as to what powers might be
exercised, if it were administered in the
extremest possible fashion, which would
not be open to many of the objections
urged ag ainst some of the clauses in this
Bill. The Bill would be administered in
a commonsense wayT, and the officers
would use every discretion.

M1r. A. N. PIESSE: It was probably
necessary to apply these conditions to
the cutting of vines, hut lie hoped that
the M1inister and his officers wvould en-
deavour to simplif~y the matter by means
Of regulations.

Amendment passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Hon, J. MTITCHELL: Would it not
be as wvell for the Minister to exempt
vine cuttings?

The Minister for Lands: There are very
dangerous diseases of vines.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: No disease
would be transmitted by the cuttings. It
was useless to set up provisions which
might be irksome, when vine cuttings,
could he excluded by regulation. It
seemned wrong- that every man who wan ted
to plant a. vine cutting should be required
to flrst get permission from the depart-
moen t.

The Minister for Lands: That will
hardly be necessary.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It would be an
offence unless piermission were secured.
It would he a mistake to include vine
cuttings in this provision.
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The M1NISTERll FOR LANDS: At
the present time perhaps itwould not be
necessary, but there were dangerous
diseases of vines, and if Such disease were
introduced it might be very necessary to
have this general power. The provision
would be held in abeyance until required.
The Act would be administered in a corn-
monsense way.

Clause as amended put and passed.
Clause i6--Young plants for sale not

to be g rown near trees in bearing:
Mr. GEORGE : To his certain know-

ledge one big nursery would be practi-
cally closed by this provision. Probably
the department had some good reason
with which to support the clause, hutl to
his mind the provision would inflict a
hardship on many.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: There was ample
necessity for the clause. Young stuff
grown in the midst of full bearing frees
was much more liable to disease than if
it were grown separately. He regretted
the Mlinister had not made an effort to
control the sale of plants in respect to
their being true to name. Mfuch loss had
resulted from the supply' of inferior
stuff, ad of plants and seeds untrue to
name.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
wvas always a danger if nursery trees
wvere grown too near old trees. There
was a possibility of the nursery stuff
being made the vehicle of transmission of
diseases from one orchaird to another,
The distance would be prescribed by regu-
lation. The question of regulations was
so important that it was only right that
those interested in the industry should
be consulted when these regulations were
being framed. In regard to the regula-
tion of trees and seeds there was consider-
able difficulty' in enforcing the sale of
trees true to name because the period
between the sale of the trees and the time
when the question of truth to amne could
be verified represented a good deal of
time between the commission of the
offence and the conviction. A. conference
of fruit growers had not beet, able to
arrive at a solution of the difficulty. He
had that matter under consideration, and
a Bill had been drafted, hut he had not

felt that he could submit the measure
this session.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE : The Minister
failed to realise the imposition inflicted
onl people in the matter of the sale of
flowers, in respect to which the question
of whether or not the seeds or plants were
true to name could be quickly determined.
If the offence were made unlawful in the
flower trade a great benefit would result.

Clause put and passed.
Clause J 7-Power to question vendors

of fruit, etcetera:
Onl motion by Mr. ELLIOTT clause

amended by striking out "twenty
pounds" from the penalty and inserting
"ten pounds'' in lieni.

Clause as amended agreed to.
Clauses i8 to 34-agreed to.
Clause 35-Rcgulations:
Air. A. N. PIESSE : Apparently para-

graph (a) of Subelause 2 was intended
to control the use of secondhand fruit
cases. A large number of scsondhandl
cases was used in the tomato trade andt
for the carriage of cheap grapes. He
hoped that in framing the regulations
provision would be made to enable grow-
ers to use the second hand cases. One
grower hadl disposed of 700 eases of
grapes in the goldields market last sea-
son, and that fruit was mostly of the
cheaper kinds. The compulsory use of
new cases would practically wipe out
that man's profit and mean the loss of
his trade.

The MINISTER FTOR LANDS :Pow-
er had been taken in Section 6 to prohibit
the use of second band cases where
necessary. This "-as regarded as es-
sential where diseases could he readily
transmitted from one centre to another.
Parapraph (a) of Subelause 2 was a
saving provision under which the depart-
ment would have power to frame regula-
tions. If at any l ime they found a way
out. of the difficulty by the discovery' of
some method of treating or fumigating
the eases, whilst at the same time ensur-
ing that, after being treated once. and
freed of infection, the case would not bep
used a third time without further treat-
ment. At the present time neither the
officers nor the fruitg-rowers had been
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able to suggest anl absolutely safe way of
removing the possibility of infection, but
it wvas possible that somp treatment would
be discovered and under this clause pro-
vision could be made to regulate the
treatment necessary, in order to allow
the use of eases two or three times.

Mr. A. N. PlESSE : The cause of in-
fection was not so much the secondhand
ease us it was the fact that passengers
cast infected fruit from the trains. it
seated a pity' that such a valuable asset
as the secondhand cases should be
wasted. However, he hoped the Minis-
ter and his officers wvould see some way
out of the difficulty. so that the second
hand cases could be utilised.

Mr. TUB VEY T he crux of the whole
matter lay in allowing fruit and veget-
able growers to use second-hand cases.
These cases came into the market and
the distributors were compelled under
existing regulations to re-pack, but it was
a very difficult matter to re-pack to-
matoes in new cases. Scores of salad
crates were sent out daily and to make
such crates three eases had to be used.
if it meant using three new eases, the cost
would be about three times what it was
at present. '[he difficulty could be over-
come only by insisting onl all gro"'ers us-
ing, new cases. If they were allowed to
use second hand( eases it would be hardly
fair to expect distributors to pack to-
matoes and salads in new casies before
sending them. out. Prompt despatch was
essential, and that could not be ade-
inatelv' effected if re-packing was neces-
sar 'v. He realised (lie importance of in-
sisting oil the use (of clean cases, but it
was not fair that anyv one section should
he naked to use new eases whilst another
section wvere allowed to use second-hand
cases. While this continue-d there would
always be trouble, and( he hoped thle Mlin-
ister wvould insist upon all using absolu-
tely clean cases.

Thie M1lNfSTELI FOR LAND)S If
the nmeasure was passed there would be
power. if it wvas deemied essential, from
thle time the fruit was first put into thle
cases, to insist on clean eases being used.
lie had no desire to act arbitrarily. If
he could Vie convinced ti at it would lie

safe, it would be to his interest as Min-
ister to encourage the putting up of fruit
at the lowest possible cost to the pro-
ducers, It was only because of the ur-
gent request made bly the fruit commis-
sioner and the fruit inspeetor for these
powers that this provision had been made.
No one would he more pleased than lie if
lie could, while safeguarding the indus-
try, make it possible to use eases over
again. As tine wishing to see fruit put
on the market at the lowest price pos-
sible, hie would keep the matter in view,
and if it could lie done with safety, the
salbelanse would give power to prescrible
regulations to ensure that safety.

Mr. ELLIOTT: The penalty of £25 was
too high. It would be unwise to harass
tile fruit growers. He moved an amend-
ment-

That "twventy-five" be struck out, and
the woord "tenl" iniserted in lieu.
Thle MINISTER FOR LANDS: The

lieu. member ought not to persist in the
amendment. If a person was convicted
of selling a worthless fungicide, a penalty
of £25 aould not be too high. From his
knowledge of exposures made in the other
States t his was a growving evil, and or-
chardists could quote instances of worth-
less fungicides having been supplied to
them. If a fruit grower used it for spray-
ing and found out later on it was no
good, not only was his labour gone, but
possily a year's work in combating a
pest was absolutely lost. Under tile cir-
cuinstanes the amount should be allowed
to stand.

Hion. J. MITCHELL: The penalty was
beo high for any regulation which the
M1inister might set tiji.

Hon. AV. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : There s~hould be imprisonment
instead of a fine.

Hot,. J. 11ITICHELI2 : Every imposter
should be imprisoned, butl if an orchiardist
dealt with an unknowvn person hie was
liable to he imposed upon. Regulations
might be nmade for all sorts of things.

The Minister for Lands: If it is a par-
ticuloirly' obnoxious offence, tile penalty
is not too severe.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If one purchased
from Faulding's stuff which was after-
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wards found to be other than was ordered,
ther was a remedy by civil action.

Eon. WV. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : H-ow can you prove it? They seil
a lot of rubbish there.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Minister was
prejudiced.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): We have tested some if it.

lion. J. MITCHELL: The Minister
probably sol(d bad meat and fish, and
ought to be fitted.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister); No, I do not,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Minister
sold bad milk.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin (Honorary' Mint-
ister) : Itlis all good, the hospital authori-
ties say so. Ask Mr. Ijovekiti of the
Daily News, le will tell you.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Honorary
Minister said he might do as lie pleased.
but these firms could not. A fine of £25
was a pretty stiff one to impose for a
breach of the regulations, as such breach
must constitute a very minor offence. We
appeared to be giving the Minister too
much power. We gave him power t)
make regulations which might result in
a fine of £925.

Mr. TURVEY: The amount was not
excessive at all, the amount of £25 wvas
the maximum penalty that could be i-i
posed. He had yet to learn that aily
producer wvho had neglected to spray' had
been fined to the extent of £25. Trhe pro-
vision here for the imposition of a niaxi-
mnuat Ienalty of £25 covered practically
the whole Bill. Those concerned in the
fruit growing interests of this State would
agree thiat thle lpetnalty in cotnnect ion with
a breach under Suhtelause (d) should be
considerably more than £626.

AmTetndment lput and negatived; claus"
put and passed.

Clause 36-agreed to.
New clause-A j)Jeals:
The MINISTER FOR LANDS'

moved-
That the following be added to stand

as a new clause:-Any person feeling
aggrieved by any order or conviction
under this Act shall be en titled to ap-
peal therefrom to the Court of General

or Quarter Sessions or to the Supreme
Court, in the manner and form and in
the terms respectively which are pre-
scribed by the law in force for the time
being 'with reference to appeals.
New clause passed.

Bill reported with amendments, anti
thie report adopted.

BILL-TRAFFIC.

Council's Pressed Requests-Mloney Bills
Procedure.

A Message hlaving beet) received from
the Council pressing all the requested
amendments which th Assembly had de-
clined to make, the same wvas flow con-
sidered.

In Committee.
Mr. Holman in the Chair, the Minister

for Works in charge of the Bill.

The M [NIS'I'R FOR WORKS: It
would be remembered that the Traffic Bill
received a great deal of. consideration in
this Chamber and was transmitted to
another p~lace. After consideration there
it was returned to us with a proposal that
amendments totalling 23 in number should
receive consideration. These amendments
received careful conlsideration ini this
Chamber; eight of them were adopted and
14 were returned to another place.
After the Message was sent back to the
Legislative Council they insisted on the
whole of thle amendments which they had
previously made. The Legislative Coun-
cil failed to recognise that the Legislative
Assembly lid adopted as many amend-
menI tsMade b y the Concil as could hie
adopted without making the measure use-
less and without making, it impossible for
the Government to do wvhat they desired
to do in connectionl with the nmai n roads.
This evidently was lost sight of and the
Couincil desired their full pound of flesh
frm~ thteir I ratfle pinit of view. The
amendments of the Legislative Council
would make thle provisionis so limited as
to render them absolutely one-sided, and
make it impossible to regulate the traffic
in sue); a manner as would be of any
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service to the community. As far as the
motor traffic was concerned the provision
eertainly would be one-sided. For in-
stance, the Council had proposed that the
licensing of drivers of motor cars should
he limited to those who were plying for
hire; this would have the effect that any-
one Using a private car would be entitled
to drive it where he pleased even though
he might be totally unskilled in the way
of handling that ear, and so he a source
of danger to the general public. We
would thus have no means of protecting
the public against that class of driver
until of course he did some damage. What
was done everywhere,. and what the Gov-
erineiit proposed to do here, was that
some guarantee should be given that a
man who handled a machine of this des-
eription was competent to drive it. The
Legislative Council however desired to
eliminate ( lie examination and the is-tue of
licenses to those who were driving vehicles
which were for htire; they forgot how-
ever that it was the less skilled driver who
was the one who ought to receive atten-
tion. It was impossible therefore to ad-
opt a provision of that description. The
other provis-ions dealt with traic and had
been so mutilated that it made it impos-
sible to adopt the Bill fronm the regula-
tion of traffic point of view. The greatest
of all the difficulties which the Lesris-
tive Council had put in the way of the
Government Nws in regard to the main-
teniance of main ruads. 'He desired to
place on record the fact that fo-r a num-
ber of years past it was the practice of
Parliament to pass a lump sum and leave
it in the hands of the 'Minister for Works
to distribute in the manner he thought fit.
Tt was found, generally speaking, that
the main roads started at Fremantle and
finished at Perth. Outside of that area
little or no consideration was given to
main roads. with the result that there
were protests, and finally through the ef-
forts largely of country members, Parlia-
mient instructed the then Government to
reduce the vote loy a third each year un-
til it dropped right out altogether. The
result of that was that the Perth-Fre-
-mantle road got into disgraceful disre-
pair.

Hon. W, C. Angwin (-Honorar-y Mlinis-
ter) :. It carried the greatest traffic.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: But
it was allowed to drift. The local gov-
erning hodies as a protest against the vote
being cut out for that particular road
neglected it, until we found it in the posi-
tion it was in to-day, and] now it was
generally admitted to be one of thie worst
roads in the State. As a protest against
the disgraceful state of the road, a con-
ference of local bodies was called in thle
metroplitan area in order to consider the
best actionl to take to get somne considera-
tion from Parliamnent towards the main-
tenanee of tnain roads generally. While
the conference was being held, general
consideration was being given to the
question of main roads. As a result of
the conference the scheme which was em-
bodied in the Bill was propounded, and it
was endorsed by the conference. He was
not prepared to say that it was unani-
mously endorsed, h.ut a majority of the
eonf~rence endorsed the scheme that the
Government should earmark the license
fees, and advocated that the motor car
fees shtould be increased, and that the Gov'-
erment should suhsidise those fees and
set them aside to be devoted to tie main-
tenance of main roads. That was the
proposal that was embodied in the Bill.
When it went to the Legislative Council
that Chatmber was prepared to adopt the
scheme. so far as the country districts
were concerned; hut the clause dealing
with thie mnetropolitan area -was deleted,
and stratnge to relate it was the country
mnember.- who voted to strike out the
clause applying to thle metropolitan area.
It we adopted the Bill with the amend-
ments proposed by* the Legislative Coun-
cil it would mean that the City of Perth
which collected a little 'Over £C1,600 per
aunnmir in the way of license fees would
receive a subsidy of 10s. in the pound,
aimounting to £C800 a year, or a total of
:2.400. That however would have no ef-
fect on Lte improvement to main roads
generally because the money would be
confined to Perth and the local bodies out-
side would receive no consideration from
that large suheid ' and the hig license fees
comnparTatively Speaking that Perth would
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receive. Therefore Perth would get the
larger portion of the license fees and
the major portion of the Government sub-
sidy, and the rosin roads outside the met-
ropolitan area would not be assisted one
iota. Some advocated that the objection
to the Bill 'was not so much the scheme
which was propounded as the way in
which it was proposed to apply it. Others
advocated that we should leave things as
they were. If we were to do that, taking
the experience we had at the conference
which sat to consider the matter we would
find that the local bodies outside Perth
would decide possibly that Perth should
receive nothing, and that the outside gov-
erning bodies should receive the lot. That
was providing that Perth was agreeable
to submnit this question to the outside
bodies. This showed the uitter impractic-
ability of the proposal emanating from
some of the memrbers of the Council. We
had arrived at this positioa: The Concil
had so mutilated the Bill that he could
not possibly adopit the method suggested,
and consequently could not adopt the Bill.
As far as the main road question was
concerned the Council had made it utterly
impossible for the Government to carry
out their policy. The country members,
by voting for that portion of Clause 23,
had cut their own throats. They had pre-
vented the Government from doing any-
thing in the metropolitan area.

2 o'clock a.in.

MUr. S. Stubbs: Would not a confer-
ence help you9

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: A
conference would not be of assistance in
the matter. Recog-nising the importance
of the question the Government had pro-
pounded a scheme, put it in the shape of
a Bill, and the Assembly had passed that
Bill, Then the Government had offered
on the Estimates for this six months a
suni of just on P5.500. It was proposed
to pay a Government subsidy of about
£11,000 a year1 and this sum had been
placed on the Estimates over ond above
the special subsidy paid to local govern-
mient bodies. The Government were pre-

pared to give this £11,000 per annum to-
wards the maintenance of main roads pro-
vided the money could be paid on a de-
finite scheme, so that a guarantee would
he forthcoming that every local govern-
ment body would participate in prop or-
tion to the license Lees collected. But al-
though this had been done the Council
had now made it impossible to put the
scheme into operation. Therefore, he had
no option but to express extreme regret
that the Council should have seen fit to
take this action. The responsibility for
the disgraceful state of the main roads
lay with the Council to-day, because they
had defeated the Bill of last year, and in
continuance of that policy they had de-
feated the Bill under consideration. There-
fore, all he could do was to ask the Com-
mittee to disagree with the desire of the
Counili to enforce these amendments, and
thereafter to trust that the people of the
metropolitan area would deal withi those
gentlemen in the Council when they got
the opportunity in M1ay next. The people
of the metropolitan area could well he
left to do this, Hie moved-

Thamt the Counicil's pressRed amend-
ments be not mnade.

Question passed; the Council's pressedl
amendments not made.

Resolution reported; and the report ad-
opted.

Mr. S1PEAKER: Mlay I suggest that as
this Bill is a money Bill and the amend-
ments are pressed, the Council lie notified
that by pres9sing thie amendments they
are infringing upon the privileges of
this House. Section 46 of the Con stitu-
tion Act does not admit of the Legislative
Council insisting on amendments. I
suggest that the Minister move accord-
ingly.

The MITNISTER FOR WORKS: I
move-

That the Council be -notified that as
the Bill is a money Bill, by pressing the
amtendments a violation of Section 46 of
the Constitution Act hns5 been commit-
ted.

Question passed.
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BILL-PUBLIC WORKS COM-
HITTEE.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 23rd October.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Nortliam) : This
is an old friendk We have had it here
three limes. Each time we have discussed
it at considerable length, and there is no
use in our going over the same ground
again. The Mlinister wants a committee
appointed from among members, and the
majority of the committee of course
would be from this Honse. rt is true
the fees are not on a very generous scatle.
Thlere are few members who could afford
to give tip their time to the consideration
of important matters concerning public
works at the fee offered. But notwith-
standing that the fee is comparatively
small there wvould] be considerable costs in
addition, and probably tile administration
of the measure would run into some thon-
sands of pounds per annum. In New
South Wales it has been found that. the
cost of administering the wvork of the
Public Works Committee amounts to a
very- v et deal, and while some argue
tha~t the result has justifed the expendi-
ture, it is v'ery doubtful whether in this
country we can afford the luxury of a
Public Works Committee. The Minister
is wrong when he says it would allow
Parliament to have a better control of
public expenditure. It would do nothing
of the sort, because the Minister would
please himself in connection with the ex-
penditure, which might he on the present
extravagant scale notwithstanding the
advice of the committee. We once, bad an
advisory board in connection with our
railway' s, a board composed of expert
officers, and who. because they knew too
much for the Premier, were, as o hoard.
sacked by him. It was a board of ex-
perts, and so the Minister wants some-
body else to carry his responsibility. It
is utl erlv absurd for the Yinister to talk
in that way because these men were dong
the work they' were called upon to do as
members of the Advisoryv Board. As a
mnalter of fact, if wye haed that board in
existence to-day we could have the agri-

cultural commissioners serving on it. Mr.
Sutton would certainly advise on rail-
ways in the wheat belt and he would be
doing much better work than sitting on
a seed wheat board which distributes a
few bushels of wheat here and there
throughout the State. I hope the Bill
will not become law. There sems to be
'10 need for a public works committee
composed of members of this House, and
no justification for the entormnous expendi-
ture we would have to face in this con-
uectioni. Notwithstanding the experience
of New South Wales, I doubt if the Min-
ister has introduced an~y new arg-ument
to make us alter the opinion we formed
when the Bill was before as last session.
I oppose the Bill and I hope that the
Minister will withdraw it. It is utterly
useless at this hour of the sesson to go
,,a with the measure, and the Minister
must realise that there is not much chance
of getting it passed.

Mir. MecDOWALL (Coolgardie) :I can-
not understand the Liberal opposition to
this Bill. It seems extraordinary that so
many remarkable statements have biven
made in connection with the meaqure. I
was looking- at the West Australian yes-
terd ay and I find that the Liberal Glov-
erment in the Federal Parliament have
introduced a similar Bill. There is a
paragraph in the paper that I commend
to the serious attention of members
opposite.

Hlo,. JT. Mitchell: I have read it.

M~r. MNeDOWALL: I quite understand
hat the lion, member for Northamn is not

likely to h-ave missed any little tit-bits
that :lnpCe~r in the Press, but ail lion.
members are not so intent on their public
dugies is ilie member for Nortliam, nod,
therefore, as this is n paragraph relating
to a similar Bill in 'another Parliament, I
presume I will he perfectly at liberty to
rend it.

Mr. Greorge: What has it to do with
this Bill?

Afr. MeDOWALL: The lion. member
tirobal -y has not noticed this particular
parapaqph. Tt appeared in the West
.4nslrolia,, of the 15th December and
reads-
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The Prime Minister moved the second
reading of the Public Works Committee
Bill. He said it was based onl the Acts
operating in New South Wales and
Victoria. The present methods in re-
gard to public works wvere inefficient.
The Commonwealth was spending be-
tween three and four millions of money
ananually, and the control over the ex-
penditure was not what it should be.
Parliament knew very little of the
details of public works expenditure.
The committee would remedy this. It
would he the eyes and ears of the Par-
lianient.

Let me say in passing that this is what
the Mlinister for Works contends about
our Public Works Committee Bill, It
will lie the eyves and ears of Parliament
and will report on these imatters wvith
much lidtter effect than any departmental
board. The report continutes --

Tie would not hesitate to say this, that
the committee had saved 'New South
Wales and Victoria millions of pounds.

The lon. member for Northam just now
referred to the enormous expenditure that
would he involved by this public works
committce, and yet here is thle evidence
of (lhe Prime -Minister of Atist ma. who
represents a metropolitan constituency '1ii
New South Wales, and must know some-
thing about the operation of the Act in
that State. An illustration of this kind
is one of the best things we can get.
What is sauiep for the goose is since for
the gander, anid if New South Wales and
Victoria have saved millions of pounds
tinder this public wvorks committee, why
should not this State save something also.
Mr. Cook went on to say, "A committee
from the Parliament would do better
work than a board of experts." The
memher for Northam says that the board
of experts would do much better work.
but the Prime Minister, with the experi-
ence of both systems, says that the public
works committee would' do better work
than a hoard of experts. He further said,
"The Hill would not restrict the power
of Parliament to proceed with works if
it thought ft, because of purposes of
strategy. The Bill would not apply, to
defence works." And yet, in spite of all

this, wve find our friends onl the Opposi-
tion benches most eloquently opposing the
Bill on the ground of its cost, and telling
us that it is not so perfect in any par-
ticular as the advisory board. On the
other hand evidence from the Eastern
States tells us that the system has saved
millions of pounds to Victoria and New
South Wales and is better in every pos-
sible way than a hoard of experts. I am
not going to prolong the debate because
it is rather too early in the morning to
do so, bilt I think it would be wvise of
Opposition members if, instead of giving
so much opposition to the Bill, and bring-
ing up arguments t!,at have no weight,
they would study' the conditions in other
States and realise that the Bill will be of
as much advantage in this Stale as it
has been in New South Wales and
VTictoria.

The PRMIER (Hon. J. Seaddan):
The opposition to this measure is one of
the best evidences ever produced in the
history of the State of the attitude ad-
opted by thle great Liberal party in op-
position to the present Government. Dur-
ing the -Federal election compaign wve had
the recognised Liberal organ. the Sunday
Timnes, advertising the Liberal party's
platform, the advertisement being an-
Iliorised by 'Mlr. Clanrke James, the secre-
tary of the Liberal Leagune, and setting
forth that part of their policy was the
introduction of a public wvorks conmmittee
in the Federal parliament. Shortly after-
wards it was discovered that hbis was
part of the policy of the State Labour
party, and to continue to advocate the in-
troduction of a Puiblic Works Committee
as part of the Federal Liberal party's
policy would have brought ridicule on
them or suppc et to our proposal, with
[he result that this proposal was deleted
from their platform. It is evident that
it was part of the Liberal p~arty's pro-
gramnme for Australia, and was duly ad-
vocated by the Liberal candidates in the
different parts of the Commonwealth, and
by Sir John Forrest himself. a candidate
for one of the West Australian seats. But
they deleted it from their platform here
in order to prevent support from being
given to the measure introduced by the
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State Labour Government, and Sir John
Forrest wvent to the Federal Parliament
and became a member of the Ministry
which introduced the very Bill which the
Liberal party are opposing here. If this
is not getting down to the depths of
cunning politically, I should like to hnow
what is.

The Minister for Works: Sacrificing
the interests of the State for party.

The PRFLifIUIR: If that is not so,
it would be rather interesting to know
why the Federal Liberal party should
adopt such a policy. The Opposition to-
day deny that they arc part of the Lib-
eral party which is responsible for re-
turning the Liberal members to the Fed-
eral Parliament. Are not they one and
the same organisation? If it is a good
thing to have a Public Works Committee
for Federal affairs-

Hon. J. Mitchell: They are not slaves
to caucus.

The PREMIER: They are worse;
they are slaves to deluding the electors.

Mr. George: Oh, go on.
The PREMIER: The Federal policy

for the Liberals in Western Australia
was drawn up in Melbourne and distri-
buted all over Australia, Western Aus-
tralia included. A part of the policy
drawn up by the Melbourne Liberals was
the institution of a Public Works Com-
mittee, and all the Liberal candidates
were pledged to it except those in West-
ern Australia, where they commenced ad-
vertising it as part of their programme,
but seeing the danger they ran of assist-
ing the State Labour p)arty, they immedi-
ately deleted it from their platform. Not-
withstanding that they did so-an action
which was tantamount to telling the peo-
ple of Western Australia that they were
opp~osed to it-one of the candidates be-
came a member of the Federal Ministry
which introduced the Hill, and the Fed-
eral Government are making it one of the
issues in order to try to bring about a
double dissolution.

Hon. J. Mitchell: What has that to do
wvith us?

The PREMIER: These are some of
the methods adopted by our political op-
ponients. It is not a matter of State in-
terests with them. Not alone this Bill,

but half a dozen other measures intro-
duced this session would, if we were de-
feated at the next election, be introduced
by the Liberal party next session with
little or no modification. It is party op-
position, and not the interests of the
State, about which they are concerned.
Let me give further proof of it. In 1901
a Public Works Committee Bill was in-
troduced into the Assembly. The present
leader of the Opposition was then a mem-
ber of the House.

Mr. George: So was I.
The PREMIER: And the hon. mem-

ber supported it likewise. Let us see
what the leader of the Opposition then
stated-

Mr. F. Wilson (Perth) : I congratu-
late my friend the Minister for Works
(Hon. W. Ringsmill) on having intro-
duced this Hill during the present ses-
sion. I have many times advocated a
measure of this sort to control the pub-
lic expenditure, and I feel convinced
that if we had had a measure for a
board of this description, say three or
four or five years ago, we should have
saved an enormous sum of money to
this country.
Mr. George: So we would.
The PREMIER: The H~ansard report

continues-
Of course, with regard to the details
of the Bill, it is unnecessary to enter
upon them now, but I would like to
point out that the remuneration to the
mnembers of the Committee will have to
be increased. I do not think you can
expect, or the Government can expect,
for one moment that members occupy-
ing prominent positions like this will
sit at a guinea a sitting, practically a
guinea iper day.

Then hie went on to continue the argu-
ment on that basis, how the committee
would have to travel during the recess
and the Government would have first call
on them, and could not expect it at that
figure. Then he concluded-

I do not know that I need say anything
further at this point. There are several
clauses that will have to be amended;
but I think the Bill a good one, which
will result in a grat saving in public
expenditure in this State; therefore, I
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have much pleasure in supporting the
second reading.

That is the present leader of the Opposi-
tion. If a Public Works Committee pro-
posed in 1901, when the expenditure was
small in comparison with what it is to-
day, was necessary at that time in order
to save the expenditure of funds, it is
more necessary to-day, and the opposi-
tion to-day of the hon. member who
supported it then as the bon. member for
Sussex-then member for Perth-did, is
an evidence that this is party opposition
and not opposition to a proposal on the
ground of it being detrimental to the in-
terests of the State. It is party opposi-
lion pure and simple, which our friends
opposite are practising.

Mr. Monger called attention to the state
of the House; bells rung and a quorum
formed.

The PREMIER: I was explaining the
opposition to this measure by members
of this Chamber. Of course it is reco-_
nused flint t his Bill has twice passed this
Assembly dutring the existing Parliameut
but has failed to pass anotheor Chamber.
Thlere, again, the same opposition arises.
There are members who previously sup-
partel a Bill of t his nature, and( who are
to-day, its opponents. The honl. Mr. Con-
niolly . who was Colonial Secrela an- in the
previous Adinnist rat ion of which the pre-
sent, leader of the Opposition--the mem-
ber for Sussexv-was Premier, was also
anl ardent suppormter of thel Bill, and 1
know of no better argument than that
used by' him when supporting the Bill in
the Council in the early part, of 1102.
The Hiansa rd report states-

hlot. .J. D. Connolly : I have great
pheasute in supporting the second readl-
ing-of this Bill, the spirit and principles
of which have my' entire sympathy. In-
deed. [ think it a pity% that such a men-
sure was tnt introduced years ago.
Speaking- as a manl who has hod some
experience of public works. 1 assure
the House with every confidence that
if a similar measure had been in force
three or four years ago. the country
would have benefited to the extent of
at least several hundreds of thousands
of pounds.

Hon. J. Wi. Hackett: Where is the
evidence of that?

lBon. J. D. CONNOLLY: If the hon.
member will go through the country lie
will see plenty of evidence of it. It may
be argued that under the present Sys-
tem wve employ a number of architects,
engineers, and so forth; but the (lues-
tions which the committee will have to
decide will be mostly questions of
policy. The committee will be able to
devote a great deal more time to public
works, proposals than -Ministers pos-
sibly can. Its members, representing
as they do various parts of the coun-
try, should know public requirements
and local conditions better than either
the Minister for Works or the Enl-
gineer-in-Chief.

Hoit. J. IV. Hackett: The members of
the committee can give the House the
benefit of all that knowledge.

Hon. .1. D. Connolly: I think it
rather a pity that this should be a
Parlianmentary committee. It is highly
questionable whether in our small
NWestern Australian Parliamnent we can
obtain live competent, practical men.

This is at rather remarkable utterance-
It is highly questionable whether in our
small Wes~tern Australian Parliament
we can obtain live competent, practical
men.

Let the holt. member speak for himself.
Then the lioth, member continued-

I contend that if the members of the
committee are not practical men, its
p~occediInbs must lie, to at great extent,
what Mir. Hackett ias characterised
them, merely a farce. This is the only
real fault I see in the Bill. Un-
doubtedly the measure gives the corn-
mittec great powers, and] I think this
quite right. TPhe members of the cohn-
inittee must have every reasonable
power if they are to do effective work.
He-re the question of expenditure crops
lip.

Then he went onl to deal with the ques-
tion of the personnel of the committee,
and he was very strenuious right through
in his support of the measure. Yet to-
day because this Bill is introduced by a
Labour Government and it is their ea-

3931



3932 (ASSEMBLY.]

deavou1r, as it is the endeavour of all
Liberals, to discredit the Labour party,
he becomes anr opponent.

Mr. George: Nothing of the Sort.
The PREMIER: ]t canl meain nothing

else. Our stanuding- iii the matter is that
if it was necessarywethrvnuad

expndiureofthle State were comnpara-
lively speaking small, at least as compared
with what they are to-day, if it was neces-

ar il( wise, judging by the leader of
teOpposition, the thenr member for

Perth and the ex-Colonial Secretary of
the Liberal Government (Air. Controlly,
it is very necessary to-day, and there can
only be one conclusion, and that conclu-
Sion is that party bias exists without con-
sideration for the country's interests. We
have introduced this measure fully recog-
nising the fact that it doe% niot affect us
aS ; GCrsit inent in thle sI gI 'test d c~rree.

11ano~ be termed a party mearsure. Jt
merely provides for a commuittee made uip
of membecrs of Parliament who won1(1 be.
lchi7-E 4 with taking conmpleie evidence

Onl all matters affecting the expenditure
of public moneys above a certain amount;
that we would not be able to undertake
work amounting to that ex.penidititre or
exceeding it without submitting tle pro-
posal to this public works commidttee.
Parliament would get all the pros and
cons brontLht before it through that
committee, and would then decide whether
the expenditure was warranted or nol.
T agree with the statement of the leader
of thle Opposition thenr that thousands
would hav-e been saved to this .onutry
if such a commit tee had( been ii o peratiotn
tenl years ago. I venture to remark, on
the other handi, that urgent pulJic work~s
Suchl as the Esperaince railway wvould have
received support long- ago and I he "tine
would have been open for lrsffie. But
since we get politicians more interested
in their party than they are in the loan-
try they give Support one dlay and oppo-
sition the next. It is proof that Ihe Lib-
eral party are what is termed evasiouists,
as at one period they support this pro-
position and at another deny it. Is it
in the interests of the country that the 'y
should adopt such an attitude merely to
prevent the Government from introdluc-
ing beneficial mneasures? The Prime M1ini-

ster of the Commonwealth admits it is
beneficial, and the member for Murray-
Wellington admits the same thing; New
South Wales, Victoria, and South Aus-
tralia do likewise, but Western Australia
for p~arty purposes will riot admoit it,
and that is anr attitude wvhich cannot be
too emphatically denounced, so that the
public can understand some of the oppo-
sition we have to face, niot because it is
considered by opponents to be detrimental,
huat because it is in the interests of the
Government in whomt they happen to
have no confidence.

Mir. GEORGE (Munrray- Wellington):
I am sorry that thle Premier in speaking.
on tlie Bill could not routine himself more
to the merits or demerits of the measure
instead of indulging almost entirely in
abuse. I know a good deal more about
the Liberal Partyv in Western Australia
than the Premier does. The Premier
could have given uIS good arguments in
support of this Bill and left out all his
tirade of abuse about the Liberal Par-
tv in Western Australia to very great
advantage.' It is evident to me that his
remarks were actuated with the idea of
letting it go forth to the public that no
matter what the Labour Party bring for-
ward it will - -geive opposition from-
those sittingv on this Side of the House.

Tire Premier : Hear, hear.
Mr. B. J. Stubbs : That is 'tie,
.%r. GFORGFE : I ana sorry that thle

Leader of thme Opposition is niot here,
throut~h anr unfortunate misunderstand-
ingx which we all regret, to deal with
this noatter himiself, but I claim that the
present Opposition have niot given to
the Government factions opposition, as
the Premier wants to make out. So far
as this Bill is concerned, long before
the Premier- was thought of in Western
Australlian politics 1 spoke on this mat-
ter. Tt "-as in Sir John Forrest's time.
and I agrreed that had a public works
committee been appointed it would have
saved the State thousands of pounds.

Thle Premier- : That is a serious charge
to make.

Air. GEORGE :The Premier is a[-
ways lookdiz out for evil nmotives. I
have Supported this Bill every time it
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has been brought forward, and 1 do not
see why the Premier~ should seize this
opportunitv to cast miud at a party wvhich
has not given him factious opposition.

The Premier :I am speaking about
your Liberal people in another place,
you are all one party, are you not ?

Mr. GEORGE : 'Thle Premier is ab-
solutely impervious to decent argument.
Hfe wvants his Bill through and is going
to insult those who want to help him to
,get it through. T have always supported
it.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs interjected.
Nr. GEORGE :The lion, member for

Subiaco should he ashamed of himself,
hut as he has no shame be is not ashamed
of himself. 'Pie lion, gentleman has ex-
hausted himself over the Electric Light
and Power Agreement Bill to-night in
connection with which he fell foul of his
leader, and f congratulate the Premier
at this late hour on the spirit lie showed
in being able to castigate his members
like hie dlid. I think a public works comn-
nittee would he of great use to this
State, and of great Aissistance to Minis-
ters, to whatever party they may belong.
As to the question of remuneration, I
daresay that there are men who would
give their services to the State for one

ginea a (lay, a ad whether they had one
gtanea a day or two, would give just as
good services. I would sooner see a
committee appointed of professional
Men familiar with the State and
let them be paid as professional
mnl should be. As the work re-
quiired in connection with this
commi~ttee may be regarded more from
a professional point of view than a poli-
tical point of view-all that is required
from a political point of view can be
supplied by the Minister-I think this
committee should be appointed of profes-
sional men.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BIJAL-AME ACT AIIINDMENT.
Second Reading.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) in moving the second reading said:

Already this session a good deal of dis-
cussion has taken place in connection with
the game laws. The measure which is
before the House was passed by the Leg-
islative Council some time ago. It con-
tains practically only two amendments
of the original Act. One gives power
to the Minister to grant permits to kill
kangaroos for food purposes on reserves
for native game, and the other takes cog-
nizance of the fact that farms are being
established for breeding native game for
commercial purposes, and it makes cer-
tain provisions which will assist in the
development of what must prove to be a
valuable industry. Ron. members are
aware that the skins of the kangaroo and
opossum are realising such good prices
and are becoming so scarce that persons
have established farms for the purpose
of enterin g into the business commer-
cially. It is recognised that an industry
such as this will he beneficial not only
to the State, but also so far as the pro-
tection and the raising of kangaroos and
other game is concerned. The skins of
the kangaroo and opossum are becoming
now an important product so far as the
market is concerned, and for the informa-
tion of hon. members I, will read a letter
which will show that it might be advis-
able to induce p~eople to establish farms
in Western Australia to rear native game.
This letter, which is dated 6th June, is
from a well known London firm, and
says-

We are busy this week on the fur
sales; these have gone off quite as well
as expected. A small quantity of only
29,000 opossum skins was offered;
there were very fewv Western Austra-
lians in the sales, but we disposed of
the following parcels :-248 of one and
two, 97 of one and two small, and 23
of one and bwvo extra large-7/9 each:
243, of one and two, pale and red, 74
of one and two pale and red, and 42
of one and two extra large-3/l each;
a few dark opossunis-35 of one and
two, and 12 of one and twvo small, 9/6
each.

This shows that it would be of advantage
to Western Australia if an industry such
ais this were opened up. I might explain

3933



(ASSEMBLY.]

that in 1906 there were £69,460 of skins
exported from Western Australia, that
is other than rabbit, bare and sheep skins.
In 1910 the value was £98,529. Then there
was a close season; in fact I think a re-
quest was made to prohibit the export oif
opossum skins, and in the following year
the value of exported skins dropjped to
£01,867, and] iii the following year only
£:20,000 worth of skins "-as exported.
These figures show that so far as the skinis
are concerned the export of them has been
the means of certain persons receiving
a good deal of revenue. Hon. ,nembers
wvill see by the Notice Paper that 1 intend
to submit a new clause in Committee
which will have for its object the charge
of a royalty onl the skins of nil game
which are exported. I beg to move-

That the Bill be now read a secoad
time.
H~on. .1. MITCHELL (Northam) :I

ami glad [ihe Minister is introducing a Bill
which will make it possible for farmers
to shoot game for themselves. The Mlin-
ister has told us that a great many skins
have been sold in London. As there is an
absolute prohibition I would like to know
from whom those skins wVere obtained.
Quite recently a prosecution was made
and a heavy fiue inflicted. The Minister
said that a number of Western Australian
skins had been seat out of the country.
I suppose it is impossible that every
transgressor canl be caught. If it is thle
intention of the MAinister that the people
who run opossum farmns should grow
I heir own opossunis it is all right, b4t
apart froma that I. do not see how thp.
Minister is going to control the destine-
tion of opossumns if hie licenses a few
individuals to sell the skins. If opossumn
fins can be satisfactorily run consid-
erable good may eventually be done. In
the meantime opossums should be pro-
leeted. Fifteen or sixteen 'years ago they
were to be found inl large numbers in the
eastern districts, but they' contracted
a disease there and in a few months the
whole of the opossums were cleared out
of that district. To those (lays skins were
worth 6id. as against the 3ls. Gd. of to-day.
As for kangaroos, I doubt if any good
can result from prohibiting the killing

of these animals north of the Murchison
River. There should be no license there
and no protection. In the South-West
the kangaroo does not need protection,
bilt in many other parts of the State it
is necessary.

Mr. Underwood: What for?
Hon. J. MITCHELL: I think it

is a pity to see Thiese animals
killed out altogether. In many of
our closely settled wheat districts
the kangaroos have disappeared. In the
South-WXest, in large districts given over
to the growth of timber, kangaroos have
sprung up in large numbers and in many
cases are doing considerable harm. It is
extraordinary, too, that even in some
of the thickly settled districts the kaniz-
aroos are numerous: hut that is the ex-
ception in thle settled portions of the
wvheat growing alea. The Minister has
power to exempt any portion of the
State from the operation of the Act, and
that provision is assuredly necessary.
Under it it Avill lie possible to protect
small areas where it is considered de-
sirable that the kangaroo should be pro-
tected. Under the existing Act coni-
plants have been made to 'Ministers by
orchardists and the farmiers of the South
West that their fences were being dam-
aged and their crops destroyed by kan-
gnroos. .h Minister is going to set uip
a royvalty, so if people do get skins for
sale they will have to pay the royalty
on each skin. T do not wvish to oppose
the Bill, because I realise it is necessary,
and I believe that year aifter year we wvill
improve this gaine low until we have it
perfect. It is oit ditty to improve awl
amend it in the manner suggested by the
Mlinister. We should do something to pro-
teet thle bird life around every town in
the country. Hlere in Perth we see large
numtbers of' ducks and swans, because
they ore protected. At Buqselton during
the last year or two doicks have been pro-
teeted. with the result that numbers of
themi are now to he found around th-
town, It would be a step in the right
direction if the 'Minister protected game
within a radius of three miles of ever"z
township of 500 people or more. This
would add to the natural beauty of the
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towns. We see this in Perth where, not-
withstanding the immense traffic, the
birds are increasing on the river. They
seem instinctively to know that they are
protected here and so they come around
in numbers.

3 o'clock, ca.

Mfr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) : 1 de-
sire to support the second reading of the
Bill for the purpose of getting the Title.
1 think that is about all in the Bill which
is desirable. Then we may annex or at-
tach one or two clauses which may be of
assistance. I am of opinion that thev Bill
is not necessary at all if we had an officer
who was worth one per cent, of the money
which he is paid for filling this position.
I mean Mr, Aldridge. It is quite possible
that this officer knows a great deal about
fish, and may he able to tell fish yarns,
but he knows nothing whatever about the
fauna. of Australia. Those who are inter-
ested materially and not sentimentally in
this question have been most unfortunate
ever since I have been in the House in
having the Bill discussed on the last night
of the session. I remnember that when
the member for Northam was Minister
for Agriculture aiid controlling this de-
partmnent we withdrew amendnients on
the assurance of the then Premier that
certain restrictions were iiot going to
apply. That hoin. member has since told
me that the officer in charge oE the de-
partment paid no attention whatever to
the assurance given by the Minister in
this House and administered the Bill in a
miost extraordinairy manner, which acted
to the detriment not only of those who
were procuring- kangaroo skins, but also
of those squatters in the northern part of
the State who recognised that the kan-
garoo was an absolute pest. Those squat-
ters will fell members that that officer
absolutely neglected to ntote the promise
given by the then Premier and the Mini-
ster for Agriculture. We have had that
experience not only when Sir Newton
Moore was Premier, and the member for
Northam was Minister for Agriculture.
hut also since the present Government
hare been in power, and it appears to me
that we have an offler in charge of (lie

departmni't who reads the debates in the
Legislative Council only, and who is
uinder the control of a Mlinister who is in
the Legislative Council. There is no
necessity whatever for an amendment of
the Act; all we want is an amendment of
the administration. If we can get a man
with common sense to take this position
we will be relieved of the trouble of
amending the Act. To-day we have this
position, that we have an officer who is
controlled by the Minister in another
place and who takes no notice whatever
of the debates and promises given by
Ministers in this House, and therefore it
is up to us, when we come to the Esti-
mates, to mark that officer's salary ont,
If we do not get better administration
when we again come to this item on the
Estimates we are going to strike it ont.

MrT. Monger: Who are "el
Mr. UNDERWOOD: We are the peo-

ple and the representatives of the people,
and I want to tell Mr. Aldridge that if hie
cannot get some intelligence on this ques-
tion, when we come to this itemu on the
Estimates his occupation, like Othello's,
will be gone. The Act allows great power
to the administering officer by way of
regulations, proclamations and other
notifications, which are published in the
Government Gazette, and if we can get a
reasonably sensible officer into the depart-
ment there will be no necessity whatever
to amend the Act. But we have got an
idiot in charge of the department and, in
consequence, -we have continually to alter
the law. I say that we can continue to
alter our Acts, hut it will make no differ-
ence so long as we have an idiot con-
trolling the department, and while we
continue the present idiot in his office
we are not going to get any good from
this Act. Coming to the amendments on
the Notice Paper, it will be found that
there are various amendments providing
that the people in the South-West can
kill kangaroos if they are interfering
with their crops. Another amendment
provides that they can kill kangaroos for
food. According to the principal Act
there is nothing to prevent them from
doing so, but we have an idiot in charge
who issues a proclamation which says
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that people cannot do this south of Oar-
aldton, or near Geraldton. Now a man
who knows anything about the habits of
marsupials must know that it is abso-
lutely impossible to destroy them, and on
the other hand he ought to know also
that where the kangaroos are eating crops
we can make all the regulations and pro-
clamations it is possible to print, but still
the people wvill shoot those animals. If
the administrator of the Act had more
sense there would be nio necessity for an
alteration of it, hut year after year at
three o'clock, or later, in the morning
before the closing of the session we are
asked to make laws relating to this sub-
ject. We can make all the Acts we like
on this matter, hut the idiot who is in
charge of the administration takes no
notice of remarks in this Chamber and he
is controlled by a Minister in another
place who knows nothing about the sub-
ject. I hope the Bill will be passed for
the sake of retaining the Title, which is
all that is worth retaining. As a matter
of fact if we retain the Title as an
amending Bill, and then insert a new
clause striking out marsupials from the
Schedule of the principal Act, 'ye will
have done all that is necessary. There are
a few men who gain a little bit of cheap
popularity' by claiming to be in favour
of maintaining- the Australian fauna. I
am in favour of that. I submit to
nto man illi myv desire to retain
and in ray love of the Australian
fauna, but this Act is not achieving any-
thing in the preservation of the faunam.
As a matter of fact it is impossible in
Western Australia to kill a kangaroo or
a marsupial tinder the ordinary condition
of affairs. On the other hand, in the
so ied country, whether we have laws or
not it is absolutely certain that the kan-
garoo must go. There is no sentimentalist
or sensible man-and there is a difference
between the two-who can deny that
statement. Let u's look at the schedule
of the principal Act, and at the animals
which cannot be killed and it will lie
found that soMe of the finest birds of
Allstralia are omitted. The Derwent
.jack and the butcher bird are omitted,
besides several others of the most beauti-

ful birds the world has ever produced so
far as we know, and yet big months and
gulls and several other fish-eating birds
are included. The butcher bird, the
Derwent jack, the magpie and the jack-
ass are Australia's most beautiful birds.
and yet they are missing from the Schied-
ule of the main Act. They have never
been interfered withI by' the genuine Aus-
tralian bushman because he reverenees
them, and it is not the existence of an
Act of Parliament which leads him not
to kill them. This applies wherever the
genuine bushman is found, and I wvant to
aisk any of the sentimentalists when they
talk about the birds mentioned in the
schedule of the Act why' they have not
included some of the most beautiful birds
that Australia or ainy part of the world
has known. In the Schedule we find
oyster catchers, including redbills, dot-
trels, stilts, including Rotiest snipe,
white-heideil still. red-necked avocet, sea
cu rlexws, in clud ing whirubrells, godwits.
sandpi pers slinls knots, and snipe.
Numerous otlier hirds are specified, and
yet [lie Derwenl jack and magpie are not
mentioned.

Mr. McDonald: 'rite magpie is mlen,-
tioned.

Mr. UNDERWVOOD: Well, the Der-
w-ent jack and the btatcher bird are not
mentioned. 'We also find mentioned in
the Schedule wild ducks, wild geese, black
sivan, native pheasant, quail, magpies.
wattle birds, bower birds, frognouths,
and numerous others, btnt the most beauti-
full bird I know is-

Mry. Wisdom: The lyre bird.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: I was not think-

ing of the lion. memher. Theo most beatu-
tiful birds I know for tone and plumage
ire the butfeler bird and the Derwent
jack, and they are omitted from the
Schedule. There are one or two other
qulestions I would like to discuss in con-
nect ion with this Bill. f do not like to
be harsh oti [lie gentleman who adminis-
ltrs the Act, but we really ought to get
somieone else. In regard to Clause .9, the
lion. Mr. hingsmuill discussed the verbiage
and] draftsmanship. I want to say that
the worst piece of draftsmanship I have
struck for a long time is Section 10 of
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the principal Act, for which the hell.
gentleman himself wvas responsible, for,
after all, it was his measure. Clause 9
of the Bill begins-

Section twventy-four of the principal
Act is hlereby amended by the insertion
before the lnst paragraph thereof of
the words: "Prescribing all matters
wvhich by this Act are required or p~er-
mitt ccl to be prescribed.''

,file Act says all things permitted to be
prescribed], may he prescribed, but what
onl earth is the use of prescribing any-
I hing if this has to be put in?7

I-on. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mlin-
ister) : We prescribed some reguilations
tle other day.

Mr. UNDE 'RWOOD: If the Honorary
Minisler prescribed anything like the ver-
biage in this Bill I will forgive him; hie
should go to Claremont mnd T would un-
dertake to visit him every' Sunday. The
Bill would be absolutely unnecessary if we
had a man in the position who knew any-
thlin,,, whatever about thle Act and at-
tempted to administer it. Tile Act must
llece-sarily be one to allow great latitude
in the way of regulations and proclama-
tions, and it is necessary for its adminis-
tration that we should have a manl who
knows something about the fauna of this
country. It appears to me that the gen-
ticeman in office at present knows some-
thing about fish or fish stories-I am not
sure wvhicli-but Ir am absolutely certain
that lie knows nothing whatever about thle
fan a of the mainland of this continent,
and if we are going to have one manl to
control the fish and( the game in this coun-
It 'y it is necessary to gel rid of Mr. AId-
ridge and get a man who knows something
about other things than fish. I am not
making a statement that Mr. Aldridge
knows anything about fish. but I amn mak-
inil th stat ement that he knows nlothing
about anything else.' i n commencing, I
said 1 hand no objection to a royalty being
imposed on the skins of various rnarsupi-
.is. When they are sold those selling
tllem should pay something to the State.
If it is decided by this House to impose
at charge I will have no complaint to
make. There should be a thorough under-
standing, so far as the marsupial is eon-

ceruled. that the opossum and kangaroo
must be killed out when settlement takes
place. It must also be understood that
there are parts of this State in which the
kangaroo canl never be exterminated. I
canl assure maudlin sentimentalists that
the kangaroo will niever be killed out in
Western Australia. It is killed out where
it is a nuisance. Wlhere it is not a nuis-
aonce it has never been killed out and
cannot be killed out. In regard to [he
South-West, the kangaroo is absolutely
destined Io be shot out because there is
no room for it. We are not going to
allow sentiment to stand between the
settler and success.

MNr. George: Hear, hear.
1'r. UNDERWOOD: When it comes to

a question of whether the kangaroo is to
have this country or the settler, we should
stand by thle settler. We wvant a man in
office who will realise tbat. Thle man we
have there at present has decided, by pro-
clamation, not -by Act of Parliament, has
decided that the kangaroo cannot be killed
at all in any country south of Oeraldton.
lit is all absolutely absurd position for
ally Government officer to take up and it
is a pity we are faced here on p~ractically
the last nighit of the session with the
necessity of protesting against the idiocy
of the man who is running this depart-
ment, So far as tile kangaroo is con-
cerned ill the South-West portion of the
State. it must go. It is absolutely absurd
for any officer, any ' Minister, or any Par-
liament to say by proclamation that it
cannot lie killed. Tf a kangaroo is inter-
ferig with Your crop you are going to
shoot the kangaroo. If the omfcer himself
came down a, interfered with your
crol)-

Mr. Wisdom: You would shoot him?
Mr. UNDERWOOD: I would not say

T would shoot him, but I wvould have a bit
of him, all thie same. I hope so far as the
Minister is concerned that lie will realise
that there is no need to protect the kan-
garoo. There is no need to put marsupi-
als in1 this Bill.

Mr. GEORGE (Aiui-ray-Wcllington):
it is not often that T have an opportunity
of azreeini! with the hon. melnb~.r for
Pilbara, but his remarks with reference
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to kangaroos in the South-West I do
agree with. They are an absolute
nuisance, and 1 agr-ee with the hon. mem-
ber that if it is to be a question between
the settler and the kangaroo I wvant to
put a "settler" on the kangaroo. Settlers
in !hat district regard the kangaroo as a
ver 'y good source of food supply and why
(,n earth a man should not be allowed to
kill kangaroos on his own land, I do not
know, 1I am flabbergasted to know why
suchi a distinction should be made. A
proclamation has been issued within the
last few months, I suppose by a respon-
sible Minister of the Crown, who could
not have been well advised, that kangaroos
shall not be killed in the country south
of Geraldton.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ister) : It is the Act, we are trying to
alter that.

Mfr. GE ORGE: The kangaroos are
doing a considerable amount of damage
in the South-West to various settlers.

Hon, W. C. Angin (Honorary' Min-
ister) : In what part are they doing
damage?

Mr. GEORGE: All1 over the coutr y.
Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-

ister) : My report shows different.
Mr. GEORGE: I am speaking on per-

sonal knowledge of where you get a
great boomer kangaroo against sheep net
and it lets your sheep ont into the poison.
That is what happens. I think it is inter-
fering with the liberty of the subject
terribly to prevent men from killing
kangaroos that are doing damage to pro-
perty. The kangaroo is a pest, a vermin,
and the sooner it is cleared out, so far
as the South-West is eoncerned, the
better. I speak from my own knowledge
in regard to moy own place. The kangaroo
is a great nuisance. Another thing- T
would like to point out to the Honorary
Minister in regard to the Bill is that
while if I kill a kangaroo on my own
place T would be in trouble, yet at the
same time there aire people from the
timuber mills -who can come on to a man's
propert-y and kill kangaroos simply for
the sk-ins, and leave the caresses there to
breed blowflies.

Mr. 'Purvey: The-y are breaking the law.

M1r, GEORGE: In a case I know of,
information was given to the police at
Collie and the police said they would try
and get the names of the persons so that
a summons could be issued for trespass.
The land owner has his place trespassed
upon by these people in pursuit of
kangaroos, and hie cannot go and kill the
kangaroos that are eatitig the grass which
lie wants for his sheep. I think the
Acetlimat isation Committee-I do not
know who the y are-are a lot of faddists
and the sooner this House goes hack to
common sense the better.

iIr, WISDOM (Claremont) : f entirely
agree with the hen. members for Pilbara
and Mfurray-Wellington in their conten-
tion. It seems to me that the kangaroo
and the opossum are of no particular
value to the State and that they do un-
doubtedly a very considerable amount
of harm to the settler in all parts of the
State. There is not the least doubt that
the kangairoo and opossum can be fairly'
classed as vermin and as such they are
destructive. Perfect freedom should be
given in that case for these animals to be
killed wherever they are found by set-
tlers, on or oil their runs, I do not care
where it is. I cannot see where any
advantage acc-rues to the State or to any-
body in thp State by the preservation of
these creatures. No loss -will be entailed
if they are exterminated.

Mr., R~ B. Johnston : It -will he a pity
to exterminate the opossum entirely.

Mr. WISDOM: If the opossitm and the
kangaroo are valuable, and if the value
of the skin is suclh ais to make the indus-
trY vailuable, byv all means let us foster
(hat industry so long as it does not injure
the settler. The kangaroo does more
damage to the settler than his skin is
worth.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : They are doing very little damage.

Mr. WISDOM: My opinion is that
they are doing a reat deal of damage
not only to the crops but to the fences.

Ron. W. C. Angwin (Hronorary Mfin-
ister): I f they want to foster this indns,-
try it can he fostered with proper re-
strictions.
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iMr. WISDOM: It is not fair to allow
a doubtful industry [o interfere with the
material interests of the present settlers
in the country.

Mr. TURVIPV (Swan) :It is a mis.
taken policy in settled districts to pro-
tect marsupials. I agree that the kang-
aroo is responsible for much damage to
the crops and also to the orchards of
the State. I[ have frequently come across
instances of great damage having beer!
(lone to orchards b 'y marsupials. I
ageree with those who desire to protect
thle native fauna of the State, but I do
not think that in a large are-a like West-
ern Australia it is at all necessary that
that protection should he extended over
our settled areas. We have in Western
.Australia 625,000,000 acres, and wve have
a vast territory which is unalienated. If
protection be necessary, T should say,
that wve could afford that p)rotection in
the unalienated portions of the State
and not in the settled districts. The
question arises as to the wisdom of pre-
ventinw our settlers utilising kangaroo
for food purposes. I know from experi-
ence in our back blocks that it is an
article of food, and that it is appreciated
hr the settlers. There are also many
settlers who are so remote from civil-
ization that they have to fall back on
the kangaroo, and they ale the people
who are harassed in every direction.

lon. W1. C. Angwvin (Honorary Min-
ister) : You know that is all altered.

Mr. 'PURVEY :I understood front
the Minister it "'as merely a suspension.
I want to emphasise the necessity for
making that alteration, and 'the acces-
itv for allowing settlers who desire to
shoot kangaroos for food purposes to do
so wi~thout anyv restrictions whatever. I
(1o not think it is necessary to protect
our native fauna in the settled districts.

Air. Gecorge : If they' can kill them.
,vhv cannot they sell the skins ?

Mr. TURVY : I1 understand the
Minister proposes to give them permis-
sion to sell the skins. I welcome the
introduction of the amendment as out-
lined] on the Notice Paper, and I knowv
it will ble weleomed by our settlers who
are remote from the centres of civilize.

tioi,. I agree with the Acelimatisation
Committee that it is desirable we should
protect native fauna, and I hope that
that protection will be afforded in the
centres which are away from civilization
and that the settlers will be given the
righlt to shoot for food purposes without
restriction.

Mr. AlcDONALD (Gascoyne) The
expressed intention of those whom the
member for Pilbara rightly character-
ised sentimentalists when the original
measure was first brought dowvn, was that
native fauna of Western Australia would
be protected by this measure. But the
Minister is more frak in dealing with
this measure. Ile no longer claims that
it will protect that portion of the fauna
comprising- marsupials, hut he declares
frankly that the Government are out for
revenue, that they do not wvant to protect
the kangaroo, that they want kangaroos
and opo.sums slaughtered wholesale,
so that the skinls may be exported, and
that revenue may be obtained from that
export.

Mir. Allen drew attention to the state
of the House.

ivr. SPEAKER :I am satisfied there
is a quorum within the precincts of the
House.

Mir. Allen : I cannot see them within
the precincts of the House.

Mir. SPEAKER :I ami the best judge
of that.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mlin-
ister) : To pay for the administration of
the Act.

Mrr McDONALD: Only that?
Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-

ister) :To get it we will be satisfied.
Mr. AcDONALD: Then there is no oc-

casion for the Act at all. The kangaroos
are a pest in the South-West.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mlin-
ister) :Not so much a pest as they say.

Ali. McDONALD: We have the testi-
niony of those who have lived in the dis-
trict all their lives and who know to what
extent the kangaroo is a pest dowvn there;
and notwithstanding the testimony which
the Minister brings forward, that of the
officers of the department, wQ may be
pardoned if we prefer to accept the testi-
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mony of those living in the district. in
that portion of the State north of Gerald-
tonl there is no danger of kangaroos be-
iin exterminated for the next 100 years.

Ron. W. C, Angwvin (Honorary i'klin-
ister) :There is no protection there.

Mr. McDONALD: There should be no
protection anywhere. The object of it
all is to grasp revenue generally, and the
purposes for which (lie measure was orig-
inally brought down are altogether lost
sight of. This is no new matter in West-
ern Australia. I have here a kangaroo
ordinance of 1853 and in this ordinance
it is proposed that "from and after the
first day of August; next an export duty
or charge of one shilling shall be due and
Jpayable uponi and in respect of ally kan-
garoo skin exported to any p~lace from
the Colony." The Game Act may be said
to have started from that ordinance, and
in the 60 years which have elapsed since
then there have been various forms of
the Game Act, each more foolish than its
predecessor, until in this Bill the limit
has been reached. The suggestion of the
muember for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood)l
that the Title may be retained is a fairly
good one. It would be anl evidence that
something has been done in the way of
looking after native fauina by bringing
in a measure known as the Game Bill, but.
which was no good at all. The number
of birds protected by the Act are really
protected in most instances because they
frequent uninhabited parts. When the
measure was brought before the House
last session the Minister for Lands madec
an appeal for many birds, the majority of
which are not mentioned in the schedutle,
and the hon. member for Pilbara to-night
p)ointed out that some birds which are best
worth protecting, such as the butcher bir-i
and various other forms of bird life, are
not mentioned in the schedule. Mention
has been made of certain amendments
which appear on the Notice Paper. I suip-
pose it is not within our province to deal
with them at present. but I venture to say,
that those amendments when inserted wil
alter the intention of the Bill altogether.
Anyhow following the lead of the hon.
member for Pilbara I will support thle

second reading with a view, as he sail.
to retaining the Title.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-Nat-
rogin) : Earlier in the session the Premier

explained that the prohibition of the kill-
ing of kangaroos by settlers for food was
passed by the House through an over-
sight. It appears that 21r. Kingsmnill, who
was the president of tilie Acclimatisatioii
Committee, introduced a private Bill last
year, anti when it was being considered
it "'as ,ot noticed t hat that Bill, which is
now law, did not give tile settlers the lri-
vile~ge they haed previously enjoyed of kill-
ing kangaroo for food. There was a great
outcry when the law cnnme into force last
June, and as the member for one of the
districts concerned I thanked the Colonial
Secretary for the prompt action he took
at that imie; because hie said, "As this is
doing an injustice to these people we will
not enforce the law," and though tile pre-
eedent ma.y have been a dangerous one
hie advised the police that the law was not
to be enforced. Consequently settlers
have been enabled to continue killing kan-
gartog for food. I nam glad to see by the
Notice Paper thint the Government intend
to legalise this action, and also that they
do not intend to make the settler come in
and get a special license before he can
kill kangaroos for food. Even if no fee
were charged for the license it would be
a source of great inconvenience to the
settlers dependent on kangaroos for food,
if they had to get a license. I hope the
amendment of the Honorary ?.Minister will
be carried, so that settlers will be able to
kill knngaroos for food. in parts of my
owvn district many of thle settlers depend
almost entirely' on kangaroos for their
ineat supply, and those lion, members who
have pointed out that kangaroos are a
great nuisance to the settlers spoke abso-
lutely correctly.

Hon. AV. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) :TIhe constable there does not say
so.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: There is no
doubt onl tle point, If the kangaroos
are not shot down they go0 right
through the fences and eat the crops.
Also in the older settled districts
many of the fences are of the old-
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fashioned wire pattern, and kangaroos go
right through them as if there were no
impediment at all. If the constable has
made a report to the contrary I am very
much surprised to hear it, The damage
they do in a paddock is very great, and
from every point of view there is no doubt
(lhe Government are acting wisely in
bringing down this amendment in order
to give the settlers power to shoot the
kangaroos for food in any part of the
State. A little has been said about opos-
stims, and I must admit I do not quite
agree with the member for Claremont,
if I. correctly understood him to say that
it would be desirable to exterminate them
also. I know they do damage in the or-
chards, but the skin of the opossum is very
valuable and I think that a good deal
could be and should be done in the way
of establishing opossum farms under
proper restrictions. I understand the law
at present dloes niot prohibit it, and what
I object to is that for three or four years
a proclamation has been issued absolutely
prohibiting the trapping of opossums all
through Western Australia. That is it
general proclamation and it should never
have been issued in that way. It was
issued three or four years ago when in
some districts the opossuims had been
thinned right out. In many districts they
have rehabilitated themselves, and in the

ilarkan district particularly they are be-
coming a nuisance, and it is time the Gov-
ernment did away with the proclamation
so far as it relates to districts where the
ropossnmns are plentiful. At the same
time I think, the proclamation should be
put into operation in districts where the
opossums have been thinned out. The
present proclamation exists until 1W14
end until then no opossutms can be killed
in Western Australia. I hope the Gov-
ernment. will review that order and give
the settlers permission to kill opossums
straight away wherever they are plenti-
ful. With regard to what has been said
of the kangaroo from a sentimental point
of view, I must confess I would like to
see a little more consistency in those Aus-
tralian sentimentalists, and I am sorry
to say that in this direction the
Liberal party in another sphere have

acted very un wisely, I refer to the re-
muoval of the kangaroo and the black swan
from the Australian postage stamps, and]
I think it would have been better if those
gentlemen had allowed the kangaroo and
the swan to remain on the postage stamps.

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the hion.
member going to discuss next.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Tf I am pro-
hibited from following that matter up,
[ have concluded my remarks.

Plon. W. C. ANGWIN (H1onorary Min-
ister) in rep~ly: I ala surprised at some of
the remarks made this evening and 1 am
sorry that some lion. members cannot
discuss the Bill wvithout attacking offi-
cers of the department. There is no
doubt that Air. Aldridge is a good officer
.and is endeavouiring to carry out the Act,
by which he is governed. If the Act is
wrong we cannot blame Mr. Ald ridge.
There is no doubt that the A.%ct prohibits
persons from killing kangaroos in closed
areas for food purposes, and Mr. Al-
drid-e conid not be blamed for a matter
that was overlooked by Parliament pre-
viously. The member for Williams-Nar-
rogin pointed out on several occasions
the great damage that the kang-aroos are
doing in the agricultural areas. [1 have
here a report which has been made since
the matter was previously discussed in
the House. Tt is dated the 12th Novem-
ber, antd 1 find that in Albany, Eoynp,
Brooinehill , Brookton, l3unbury, Bussel-
ton. Collie, Donnybrook, Dowerin, Dum-
bleytng, On owa ugerup, Goosinalling,
Guilford, Kellerberrin, liojonup, Mec-
kering, Merredin, Midland Junction,
M~oora. Narrogin, Newcastle, Northam,
Pingelly, Tambellup. and Williams, kang-
aroos and marsupials as a whole are de-
creasing. So far as Narrogin is concerned
a report is made by Constable Crowe
who says that the kangatroo there is de-
creasing. and when asked if it is causing-
trouble to the crops and settlers he re-
plied, no, and also when asked if the
brush kangaroo or wallaby is causing
trouble, he replies to the same effect. In
regard to Williams, Constable Douglas
says, that the kangaroos arc decreasing,
that they are not causing any trouble to
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the crops and the settlers, and that the
brush kangaroo or wallaby is causing
very little damage.

Mr. George :What does hie say with
regard to Collie I

Hon. W. C. A NOWIN (H~onorary Min-
ister) : Constable Edmondson says that
the kangaroo is decreasing in Collie and
that neither it, the brush kangaroo,
nor the wallaby is causing trouble to
the crops and settlers. From Mender-
ing Constable Hannon reports that there
is no increase or decrease in the kanga-
roos, that they are not causing any
trouble to crops and settlers, but that
the brush kangaroo or wallaby is causing
trouble.

Mr. Wisdom : How does he know ?

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN (Honorary Mini-

ister) : Only by making inquiry fronm
the settlers. I merely quote these parti-
culars to show that the police have been
making inquiries in the various districts
and that the kangaroos iii a number of
places are decreasing. The position is
that while hon. members are advocating
the value of the kangaroo for food lpur-
poses, if they continue to decrease at the
same rate the settlers will not be able
to get them for food at all.

Mr. Turvey They only require them
where there is sparse population.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) :The member for Williams-Nar-
roamn says there are a large number of
people who want them for food. The
meniber for Murray-Wellington stated
that there was no p ower under the Act
whereby the settlers could deal with mar-
supials which are causing damage, and
he added that if the department would
give him permission he would quickly
take action.

Mr. George :They refused to give me
permission; I have their letter.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : Section 21 of the Act reads-

The Minister may. inwitn,
thorise for a stated period any person
or the servants of any such person to
kill or destroy any imported or native
game found on his property and corn-

witting any damage or injury. Pro-
vided that the Minister is satisfied that
such injury is likely to arise through
the presence of such game.

That shows clearly that permission can
be given to kill any of these marsupials
which are causing damage to pro-
perty in any portion of the State. The
member for Claremont pointed out that
perhaps it might be advisable to have an
industry opened uip, so that marsupials
could be enclosed within a fence and
breeding could take place. That is one
of the intentions of this Bill. Permis-
sion wvill he given under the measure
whereby persons who start these farm
for breeding can catch the marsupials
under prescribed conditions. Special eon-
ditioins wvill have to he prescribed for the
purpose of allowing such persons to stock
the [arms.

4 o'clock am.

Air. George: Where will they get them
from-the Government reserves?

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (Honorary
Minister) : Presumably they will go oni
the Government reserves. It is said that
there is no necessity for carrying into
effect regulations prohibiting the killing
of opossums. As I pointed out in mov-
ing the second reading, in 1910 there was
£98,529 worth of skins exported from
Western Australia. At the beginning of
1911 a proclamation was issued prohibit-
inig the trapping or killing of opossumns
because they were being extinguished.

Mr. George: A jollyv good job if they
were.

Rion. W. C. AINGWTN (Honorary
Minister) : The value of skfins exporte 1,
during 1911, on account of opossums
being placed on the prohibited list, de-
creased to £31,867. The industry is
really worth something and it was neces-
sar *y to protect the opossums to prevent
them from being seriously depleted in
number. The Bill provides what hon.
members have been asking for. It pro-
vides for the omissions in the present
Act, and T feel confident that when it
becomes law the provision made whereby
persons can take kangaroos for food pur-
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poses wvill be appreciated. As I promised,
when the House decided that the regula-
tions under the Game Act in regard to
license fees would be withdrawn, imme-
diate steps were taken. The officer must
have read of'the discussion in this Chamn-
ber and lie carried out the promise given
immediatelyv, and when I told him of the
promise he said that he had already given
instructions that no action should be
taken under the regulation. The regula-
tion i.s now a dead letter, and the people
who were summaonsed were informed that
no action would be taken. I hope the
Bill wvill be paissed-it has been passed
by another place-and that in conse-
quence a good deal of the uneasiness that
exists at I he present time will he re-
moved.

Question put and passed.
.Bill rend a second time.

In Commnitte.
Mr. TifoDoivall in the Chair; Hon.

C. Angwin (Honorary Minister)
charge of the Bill.

IV
in

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Aniendnient of Section 4:
Mr. Elliott drew attention to the state

of the House.

The CHAIRMAN: In his mind he was
satisfied that there was a quorum in the
precincts of the House.

Mr. MeDONALD moved an amend-
ment-

That after "Act" in line four the
,vords " with, the exception of all
marsupials excepting native cats" be
inserted.
Mr. GEORGE moved-

That progress be reported.
Motion put and a division taken with

the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority against

Mr. Alien
Mr. Elliott
Mr. Cenrte
Mr. Mitchell

7

12

AyesR.
Mr. Monger
Mr. Wisdom
Mr. Lerman

I(Teller).

Mr. Ang'win-
Mr. Bath
Mr. Collier
Mr. Dwyer
Mr. Foley
Mr. Gardiner
Mr. Gill
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Johnston
Mr. Lewis

Motion thus

Noze.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mir.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

negatived.

McDonald
Mollany
Scaddan
B. J. Stubbs
Sw~an
Torrey
WValke r
A. A. Wilson
Underwood

(Telle").

Mfr. UNDERWOOD: What was re-
quired was to alter the schedule of the
original Act, So far as the Bill before
the Committlee was concerned ho was in
favour only of the title. He would like
to see all the clauses struck out with the
view of inserting one clause only, the
effect of which would be that "marsupi-
als" should be eliminated from the Sched-
uile of the principal Act. He had no
desire to oppose the amendments to he
made by the Honorary Minister for col-
lecting a royalty on the skins, but there
was no necessity to attempt to p~rotect
the marsupials in the southern portion of
the State, while in the northern portion
the marsupial wvas an absolute pest. We
could destroy that pest as a pest and still
retain thle naliv;p fauna.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The amend-
ment was the very thing the hon. member
was asking for, if the hon. member would
but realise it. The principal Act was
faulty, prescribing as it did that no per-
son could kill kangaroos for food pur-
poses.

Amendment put and negatived.
Hon. W. C. ANOTWIN moved a fur-

ther amendment-
That the following be added to the

clause :-"And the following ivords are
insertedl after the definition of 'Re-
serve,' that is to say-'Prscribed'
means prescribed by the regulations
uinder this Act."
Amendment passed: the clause as

,amended agreed to.
Clause 3-agreed to.
Clause 4-Insertion of new section

after Section 12:
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN moved an

amendment-
That in line one of Subelause I of

the proposed new, Section .12a "the
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principal" be struck out and "this" in-
serted in lieu.

r.UNDERWOOD: The Minister
should give some reasons for the amend-
ment and should explain its meaning.
The principal Act by proclamation
prohibited the killing of kangoos
for food purposes, and if the aumend-
nent, to strike out the words "prin-
cipal Act" were carried things wvould be
left as they were. The proclamation
would still operate and the people of
Western Australia would be debarred
from killing a kangaroo for food. The
man in charge of this department knew
no more about it than a chair, and the
Ministers would not takce the trouble to
look to it that they got a lair deal from
that mhan. There would he no necessity
for an amendment of the Act if it was
being administered by an ordinary com-
mon-sense alan, but it was being admnin-
istered by an absolute idiot. He hoped
the 'Minister would see that the absolute
desire of the Committee was given effect
to in the Bill.

Mr. ELLTQTT moved-
That progress be reported.

Mlotion lput and a division taken with
the followving result:-

Ayes ... 7
Noes 20

Ma jor

Mr.
Air.
Mr.
Mrr.

Mr.
NIP.
Mr.
Atr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M r.
Mr.
Mir.

A lien
FillonL
George
Mitchell

Angwin
(lath
Chesson
Collier
Owyor
Foley
CII!
John...
Johnston
Lewis.
Mcel!onald

ity against . . 13

AYES.

Mr.
Mr.
M r.

Noes.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M r.
Mr.

Monger
Wisdom
Laymen

(Teller.)

Muttony
Seaddan
B. J. Stubbs
Swaib
Tnrvey
Underw ood
Walker
A. A. Wilson
Gardiner

(Telfler).

Motion thus negatived.
Amendment put and passed.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: This Bill had

been brought in expressly for the benefit

of thme country districts, and if lion. mem-
bers presisted in making such a row the
Government would drop the measure.

Mr. Allen: Do not get cross.
Hion. AV. C. ANGWIN: it was his

desire io .-et the Bill t hroughn.
Mr. George: Do not ho so inasty about

it.
I-Ion. WV. C. ANOWIN: Hon. mna-

hers were trYing to block the Bill all the
time.

\Nlr. Elliott: We want to go to lied.
The Premier : Go to bed; we do not

want Pill.
Clause 4-Isertion of new sections

after Section 12:
l-loi. IV. C. AN TGWI N moved an

amendment-
That Subelause :5 be struck out.

This "'as in accordance with the desire of
the House. He inlended to insert a pro-
posal providing for a royalty to be paid.

Amendment passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses .5 to 10-agreed to.
New elause,--Tscrtion of new section

after Section 6. Native game deemied
property of Crown:

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN moved-
That the following be added to stand

as Clause 4 :-"Thme following section is
inserted ini the principal ,lect after see-
lion six thereof, that is to say :- 6 a.
For the purposes of this AIct all native
gamne, until lawfully; taken or killed,
shall be demed the property of the
Grown. Provided that, subject to the
provisions of this A4ct, any person duly
licensed may take or kill native ganoe
for the purpose of sale or the disposal
thereof for gain or reward. Provide?)
also that, subject as aforesaid, any per-
son may, without license, take or kill
native game if nlot for the purpose of
sale or the disposal thereof for gain or
reward."
Mr. GEORGE: Would this apply to

native geame on Government reserves or
on private property 9

Hon. W. C. AN4GWIN: All native
grame became the property, of the Crown.
The lion. member could kill it if hie liked,
but the State would charge a royalty on
the skins sold.
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Mr. AMcDONALD: With regard to the
proviso, was it intended to charge a li-
cense feef

Hlon. W. C. ANOWIN: No, but there
would be a royalty on the skins sold, and
the object of the royalty was merely to
cover the cost of administration.

New clause put and passed.

5 o'clock-, a.m.

New cla use- Royalty on Mlarsupial
Skins:

Hon. W. C. ANOGWIN (Honorary
Minister) mnoved-

That thee following be added to stand
as Clause 10 :-"-The following section
is inserted in the principal Act after
section twventy-three thereof, that is to
say-293a. (1L) Skins of marsupials
taken or killed in Western Australia
shall be charged withI the payment of
royalty at the prescribed rate. Such
royalty may vary for the different
kinds of marsupials. (2.) Every per-
son woho takes or kills a marsupial from
which the skin is taken for the purpose
of sale, or disposal for gain or reward,
shall pay the prescribed royalty on the
skin, (3.) Every person 'who, whether
on his own behalf, or on behalf of any
other Person, deals in the shins of mar-
supials, shall be liable for the payment
of the prescribed royalty thereon, un-
less such. royalty shall have been pre-
viously paid. (4.) The Governor may,
for carrying out the provisions of this
section, appoint collectors of royalty,
and a ntotification of every such ap-
pointment shall be published in the
'Government Ga--ette? (5.) On receipt
of the prescribed royalty the collector
shalt, in accordance with thee reguia-
tions, cause the skin to be branded with
a prescribed brand as evidence of pay-
nient of the royalty. (6.) A collector
may seize any skin charged with the
payment of royalty under this section,
in res3pect of which, the royalty shall
not have been paid, and may 'keep pos-
session" thereof until the royalty is paid.
(7.) The Minister may recover on, be-
half of the Crown any royalty payable
hereunder by action or proceeding
brought under his name or style of
[1401

o/fice in the Supreme Court or in the
Local Court or any Court of summary
jurineliction, and snay also in like qnan-
ner apply for and obtain from such
Court an order for sole of any skin
charg' ed with the payment of royalty
hereundler, and the proceeds of such
sale shalt 'be appied as the Court
directs. (8.) Ainy person who shell
evade or attemipt to L'vade payment of
royally hereunder shall be guilty of an
offence anti liable to a penalty not ex-
ceedinrl Fifty pounds. (9.) In this sea-
fion 'slknt' includes any part of a skin.,
,1r. TAcDONALD nmoved an a mend-

mneat to the proposed flew section-
That the proposed Subsection 2 be

struck out.
If that. was not struck out the kangaroo
shooter would be brought out of the fry-
inug panl into a very hot fire. This might
run him, according to the extent of the
royalty, into £30 a year. It was the dealer
wYho should pay the royalty and not the
man who took the skin. If the )Jinister
would consent to strike out the proposed
new subseclion the duty of paying the
royalty would devolve on the dealer.

Mfr. George: That is what it should

Mr. McDONALD: The royalty should
surely be collected from the dealer, where-
as there would be great difficulty in col-
lecting from the man who killed. Thera
was no danger of the royal-ty being passed
back on the killer of the kangaroos. ft
would come direct from the agent.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The proposed
new subsection provided that the person
who killed the marsupial shouild be sued
for payment of the royalty if he had the
skins in his possession, If he paid, of
course the agent did not pay after, that
wvas the only difference. One must have
both parties to deal with, If the man
paid the prescribed royalty on the skins
he would get the extra, and if he did not
paky it, he would get that much less.

Mr. GEORGE: The dealer in these
skins went into the business with capital
and was prepared to pay any sum when

it was required, bitt the man who killed
the marsupials was often a great distance
from a port with very little cash upon
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him and very little means of getting cash.
A man might be outback shooting and the
skins might go bad and be would not be
able to get anything back for the royalty
be had paid. To his mind the provision
was oppressing (he honest wor'ing man
who should not be oppressed.

Mr. "McDONALD: The proposed new
Subsection 2 would be taking money out
of the pockets of the man whom we sought
to protect. It was his desire that the man
who shot kangaroos for a living should
be saved this extra expense. The shooter
might be several hundred miles away
from port and accumulate hundreds of
skins. If anyone should be penalised it
was the American buyer of kangaroo
skins. The demand for kangaroo skins
was great and the American buyer must
have them at any cost. If the dealer was;
saddled with this royalty lie would be in
a better position to pass it onl to the
buyer of the skins, but if it was collected
first from the shooter, the shooter would
have no chance of passing it on.

Amendment put and negatived.
New clause puit and passed.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments, and thle

report adopted.

House adjourned at 5.12 a.m. (Wednes-
day).
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The PRESi)EIN'T took the Chair at
3 p.m.. and readl prAyers.

PAPERS PRESENVED11.
By the Colonial Secretary -. , Health

Act, 191.-ByJaivs of Comnet Vale Local
Board of HealrL. 2. Financial scaLe-
ments in connt-g on. with South Perth
Perry Service, the State Dlairy Farlm,
and the Aborigines' Moola Bulla Station.
3, Profit and Los5 Statemtent in connec-
tion with Perth 'Meat Stall. 4, State
Trading Coneeini.-Rc State l"fotels and
Boya Quarry.

QUF.STIO-N-IQh{ SCR10t)L RE-
M 1 EI.

Hon. AV. KINGS'MILL asked the
Colonial Secretary :1, Has Reserve
A3421 bi'cni veidted in the overnors of
the High School ? 2, Is the Government
erecting thle bililding- now under con-
struction on the said reserve '1 3, If so,
at what estimated cost, and from what
Parliamentary vote is it proposed to de-
fray such cost ? 4, If not, is the M.Ninis-
ter aware of thle circumIstances uinder
which this huildinR- is being- erected, and
will he fuirnishi the House wvith sucht in-
formation ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied :1, The vesting of this reserve
has been approved, but the vesting order


